
THE PITNEY-BOWES
EXPERIMENTAL HANDSTAMPS OF 1948

In 1948, the Pitney-Bowes Company of Stamford, Connecticut supplied the Canadian Post Office

Department with samples of two new styles of cancelling hammers, one a duplex and the other a

large circular datestamp. These were to be tested in the Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg and

Vancouver post offices in as wide a variety of operating conditions as possible.
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Undated proof strikes ofthe five Pitney-Bowes handstamps, photocopied from National Archives
of Canada, RG3, vol. 2397, file 76-2-2.

For a period of a few weeks in the summer of 1948, these postmarking devices were tested in many

different departments in the five post offices mentioned. They were then returned with operational

reports to Headquarters in Ottawa for evaluation. There they languished until September 1950,

when the Post Office Department informed Pitney-Bowes that it could not firtd sufficient justifica ~

tion for replacing current equipment with the new handstamps.



OTTAWA. ONTARIO / CANADA 9-bar duplex

The OTTAWA. ONTARlO / CANADA Pitney-Bowes experimental duplex dated

1 PM / JUN 23 / 1948, used to postmark a cover mailed at the 7¢ domestic airmail rate

from Ottawa to Victoria, B.C.
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OTTAWA. ONTARIO / CANADA 9-bar duplex

RETURN TO

A. L. HEATH
Hardware IS!:Sheetrnetal Work

263 Richmond Road
OTTAWA

Telephone 8·0771

The Rchools,
c/o Mr. O. Liberty,
309 Lincoln Ave.,
ottawa

The OTTAWA. ONTARIO / CANADA Pitney-Bowes experimental duplex

dated 10 PM / JUN 29 /1948,

used to postmark a cover mailed at the 4¢ domestic drop letter rate.



TORONTO. ONTARIO / CANADA 9-bar duplex

FROM

~. -
SPECIAL DELIVERY. ~~~~

SUITE t,
26 ADELAIDE STREET WEST

TORONTO I - CANADA

--~ ..

Mr. Samuels,
8;/0 Wilson Motors, /

~ Orchard Bay Branch,
VICTORIA, B.C.
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The TORONTO. ONTARIO / CANADA 9-bar Pitney-Bowes experimental duplex device

dated 8 PM / JUL 5 / 1948, used on a Special Delivery cover addressed to Victoria, B.c.,

where a VICTORIA / B.C. circular datestamp receiving mark was applied

on JUL 6 / 48, time mark 15.



WINNIPEG. MANITOBA / CANADA circular datestamp

,

VIR RIR mRIL

10 Zonneb1oemstreet,

THE HAGUE, HOLLAND.
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The WINNIPEG. MANITOBA / CANADA Pitney-Bowes circular datestamp

of 4 PM / JUN17 / 1948, used on an airmail letter to The Hague, Holland

with postage of 30¢, the rate for a letter weighing up to 1;2 ounce.



VANCOUVER. B.C. / CANADA circular datestamp

CARL J. JENNINGS
29 JAM£5 SOUTH

~~j~.'D'

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

MRS. C. J. JENNINGS,
151 KENT STREET,
HAMILTON, ONTARIO.

The VANCOUVER. B.C. / CANADA Pitney-Bowes circular datestamp

of 3 PM / JUL 8 / 1948, used on an Air Mail Special Delivery cover addressed to

Hamilton, Ontario.



VANCOUVER. n.c, / CANADA circular datestamp

CARL J. JENNINGS
29 JAMES SOUTH

HAMILTON - CANADA

VIA AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

MRS. C. J. JENNINGS,
151 KENT STREET, .
~AMILTON, ONTARIO.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

The VANCOUVER. B.C. / CANADA Pitney-Bowes circular datestamp

of 12 M / JUL 23 / 1948, used on an Air Mail Special Delivery cover addressed to

Hamilton, Ontario. 12 M was an abbreviation used on daters by the Post Office Department to denote

Midday (noon).



VANCOUVER. s.c, / CANADA circular datestamp

The VANCOUVER. B.C. / CANADA Pitney-Bowes circular datestamp

of 3 PM / AUO 2 / 1948, used on a first-class letter addressed to New York City.


