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PREFACE

At the outbreak of World War Two, it became apparent to the British Government that they would be
unable to train pilots and air crew in the United Kingdom. The British turned to the Commonwealth
Nations to assist them in the training of these air personnel, a big asset in turning the tide of war to
the allied cause. Training schools were opened throughout the Commonwealth with Canada having
the largest number of training schools. In Canada this training process became known as the British
Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) and involved the training of Canadians, Australians,
New Zealanders, and Americans as well as personnel from overrun European countries.

Training schools were formed in the cities as well as many small towns throughout Canada
that had flying clubs. These flying clubs were the backbone of the BCATP as they had the facilities,
the trained pilots and the mechanical staft to service the planes.

A lot of information is known about the BCATP, but very little has appeared in print
regarding a town or city and the contribution of its citizens to this vast story of keeping the United
Kingdom alive so the allies could win the war.

This manuscript deals with the St. Catharines Flying Club and the city of St. Catharines
and their citizens in the formation of No. 9 Elementary Flying Training School, and later the No.
4 Wireless School Flying Squadron.



Introduction

This is the story of the formation of the training facilities of the RCAF (Royal Canadian Air Force)
in St. Catharines, Ontario, from the early training of pilots for the RCAF by the St. Catharines
Flying Club through the opening of No. 9 Elementary Flying Training School until its closing and
the introduction of No. 4 Wireless School Flying Squadron.

[Ed note: When The St. Catharines Standard was moving to the digital age of photography, they
donated all their negatives in their possession to the St. Catharines Museum and Archives; these
have been scanned and are now available to researchers. The quality is far superior than reproducing
from the newspapers themselves. Where possible I have used these original photos and provided
the headings and captions, rather than using the newspaper stories and photos from the microfilm
reels. ]



. “On September 3, 1939, the day England declared war, Mr. Seymour recalled that the
Canadian Flying Clubs Association at the request of the Dominion Government commenced
elementary training of pilots for the RCAF through 22 Canadian clubs and this continued until
June 24 when the first elementary flying training schools under the Commonwealth Plan were
opened.” — The St. Catharines Standard, November 18, 1940.

British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP)

With the United Kingdom declaring war on Germany on September 3, 1939, a need arose for the
training of air personnel from the United Kingdom and the British Commonwealth Countries.
The Empire Air Training Scheme (EATS) was established in 1939 and was renamed the British
Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP). The thought of training air personnel in the U.K. was
quickly turned down because of the activity of the German Luftwaffe bombing raids. Canada was
the most practical and the safest place from the Luftwaffe and closer to the U.K. than Australia or
New Zealand. On December 17, 1939, the final agreement was signed by Canada, Australia, the
United Kingdom and New Zealand. Although Canada was the primary Commonwealth training
nation for air force personnel, small training facilities existed in Bermuda (Bermuda Flying School),
Southern Rhodesia (Rhodesian Air Training Group), South Africa (Joint Air Training Scheme),
Australia (Empire Air Training Scheme) and New Zealand. The British Defence Ministry also had
arrangements to train pilots in the United States (British Flying Training Schools, seven schools).

Figure 1 shows a photo of the participants at the BCATP conference that was held in Ottawa
on November 23, 1939, with dignitaries and air military staff from Canada, United Kingdom,
Australia and New Zealand.!

Figure 1. Photo of the participants at the BCATP conference at Ottawa on
November 23, 1939. — Photo National Film Board of Canada, Library
and Archives Canada, EQ11198224

After completion of the various training programs, Canada had graduated approximately
73,000 men into the Royal Canadian Air Force, Australia approximately 9,600 into the Royal
Australian Air Force, New Zealand approximately 7,000 into the Royal New Zealand Air Force
and the Royal Air Force graduated approximately 42,100 of which 800 were Belgian and Dutch,
Czechs 900, Free French 900, Norwegians 677 and Polish 448. The Naval Fleet Arm received
approximately 5,300 graduates.



St. Catharines Flying Club (S.C.E.C.)

The St. Catharines Flying Club is one of the oldest flying clubs in Canada. It was formed in 1928
and received its charter in May 1928, Figure 2. Originally, the Flying Club was situated at Homer,
Ontario in the present day area of the Queen Elizabeth Highway and the Welland Canal. After
an increase of funds was spent on the flying field, the land proved unsatisfactory and in 1935 its
licence to operate was cancelled by the Department of Transport at Ottawa. With the assistance of
the City Council of St. Catharines, 66 acres of land were leased from Mr. W. Welstead on the north
side of the Niagara Side Road, which was later to become the center of the Air Force operations.
The S.C.F.C. received their first aircraft, a De Havilland Moth, on June 15, 1929 as
described in Figure 3. At the end of the second paragraph of the story it is mentioned that papers
were carried on the flight over St. Catharines and were dropped from the plane, Figure 4 shows a
an example of this paper (leaflet) to inform the public of the arrival of the S.C.F.C’s first airplane.
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Figure 4. Copy of the paper/leaflet which
was dropped over St. Catharines on June
15, 1929. Details of this is described at the
end of the second paragraph of the above
newspaper story. — courtesy St. Catharines
Flying Club, History.

Air Force Students

ECENTLY enlisted in the Royal Cana- —

In 1939, the city of St. Catharines purchased the
Flying Club Airport for $8,000 and turned it over to the
Crown for one dollar on the premise that the Department of
National Defence (DND) would establish a flying training
school here. The city retained a strip of land that contained
the Flying Club hangar and a new hangar was also erected
by the city for the club. With DND establishing a Flying
School, they were able to increase the total acreage to 234
acres. With the declaration of war in September of 1939, the
S.C.F.C. began training pilots for the RCAF and the RAF
well before the formation of the British Commonwealth
Air Training Plan. Figure 5 depicts a photo of an instructor
with five trainees of the RCAF, while Figure 6 illustrates
pilots being trained for service in the RAF.

Are Fraamng Here

left to right. are
Provisional Pilot Officar Lucier Lecomte

Those in the group,

dian Air Force five men are receiving
reliminary flying training at the St
tharines Flying Club, preparatory to
ping to Trenton for advanced training
Shown in this group are the students
with Chief Instructor Bob Wingfield.

Flying Officer L. Champoux; Flying Of-
ficer K. J. White, Instructor R. C. Wing-
field, Flyving Officer M. McKillop, and
Flying Officer D, A. S. Laing.

Staff Fhote. Standard Engraving

Figure 5. Newspaper photo of pilots being trained by the S.C.F.C. for the RCAF. — The
St. Catharines Standard, October 18, 1939; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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Figure 6. Newspaper photo of pilots being trained by the S.C.F.C. for the RAF. — The St.
Catharines Standard, January 27, 1940, photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

The S.C.F.C. which had been working with the RCAF and RAF in training pilots prior to
the establishment of the BCATP was also working with ground forces in the Niagara Peninsula.
The St. Catharines Standard issue of September 23, 1940 printed two photos in the paper of
bombing the 2™-10"™ Dragoons in a training exercise, Figure 7.

Canadian WWII war hero Leonard J. Birchall had his first flight in an aircraft at the St.
Catharines Flying Club. His father was a charter member of the club and Leonard had stated that
he wanted to fly, so his father arranged for a pilot to take him up and do everything in the air to
encourage or discourage him. Upon landing, when he was asked “what he thought of it”, Leonard’s
reply was, “I’m sure now that I want to fly”. Birchall was born and raised in St. Catharines and
when he completed his schooling there he attended the Royal Military College in Kingston, from

8



Dragoons Bombed to Smithereens Yesterday

ST. CATHARINES Flying Club planes vesterday dropped "bombs* of flour on "A*
squadron of the 2nd-10th Dragoons, N.P. A M., in manoeuvres near Effingham The
squadron was almost "wiped out” by the aerial attack. Left, Capt. F.D. Marsh and a
small detachment, hiding, from the attack in the shade of trees, watch one of the
planes diving to the attack. Right picture shows Capt. Marsh examining one of the
small bags of flour which dropped about eight vards from his camouflaged “armoured”
car. Also in the picture are John Robertson, 8, left. and Jimmy Marsh, son of Capt.
Marsh. who are two enthusiastic participants of the Company's activities. Lance-Corp.
Stanley Wilmot is at right”

LN

Figure 7. Photos of 2nd-10" Dragoons being bombed in a training exercise. — The St. Catharines
Standard, September 23, 1940, photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

1933 to 1937, and then joined the RCAF as a pilot officer. In 1940 he was appointed as a squadron
leader. He was a navigation and mathematics instructor for the BCATP at No. 1 Air Navigational
School (A.N.S.) Rivers, Manitoba, later moving to Winnipeg, Montreal, and back to Winnipeg.
On April 4, 1942 Birchall along with his 413 squadron were on patrol in the Indian Ocean for an
intel report of some Japanese activity. Towards the end of their mission they decided to take one
more pass and spotted black dots on the horizon, which they decided to check out and discovered
it was a Japanese invasion fleet consisting of five carriers, battle ships, destroyers, cruises and
troopships, all of which were on their way to Ceylon. His crew were able to get one radio message
to Columbo, Ceylon alerting them to the attack fleet before they were shot down. Of the nine crew
on board, six survived and spent the rest of the war in prisoner of war camps in Japan. With the

9



Figure 8. Photo of some of the officers and airmen of 413 Squadron in Ceylon. — courtesy LAC, reel 14039, Vol
16, Scrapbook 1942-1943, May 2016

radio message, the British were able to get usable ships out of harbour to an atoll west of Ceylon,
prepare anti-aircraft defences and have their planes ready to intercept. The British did take loses,
but so did the Japanese and this thwarted the invasion of Ceylon. If the Japanese were not detected
it is believed this would have been a second Pearl Harbour. For this effort Birchall was referred

to as “The Saviour of Ceylon”. Figure 8 is a photo which depicts some officers and airmen of 413
Squadron in Ceylon.

10



St. Catharines Flying Training School Limited (S.C.F.T.S.)

The S.C.F.C. along with other flying clubs across Canada had to register themselves as a separate
corporate identity from their flying club so they could instruct students for the RCAF and RAF.
This registering removed any liability to the flying clubs in the event of any unfortunate events.
Figure 9 shows the first page of an agreement between His Majesty and the St. Catharines Flying
Training School Limited, which states that the S.C.F.T.S. will be compensated for expenses prior
to the start of training as well as training and administration costs after the start of the No. 9
Elementary Flying Training School (E.F.T.S.).

IS I8 SCHETULE 11 30 THY ¥ORRGOING AOHRSMERD BRETWHRE
HIG HAJESTY AWD ST, CATHARINES PLYING TRAINIWG SCHOOL LINTTeD

TASED 10F DAY OF SUPHSEER, 1gho,

T% is underedosd and sgresd that the foregoing agrsemont is
entered into on the undereisnding that the School thereln referred 1o
shall be an Flemsntary Tlying Training School having approrimstely
forty-eight (L8) pupile, and with sn intake of approximmtely twenty-
four (24) puplls every four (U} wesks, snd Hls Majesty sgrees to re-
suneyate the Company for itm services under the sald agreament on the
following basis, end in sccordemes with the following provisionss-

{1} The aciunl expenses, as proven o the satlsfaction of
His ¥ajesty, incurred by the Compeny during the period
prior to the dats on wkick the iastranction and training
of puplls compences, in respect of the cost o the Cowmpany
of the nscessary prepsration for the inetruction and raine
ing of pupile, ’

{2} Fhe gus of Fourtoen Thousand, One Hundred and Fighty-Five
fellers (511,185} in respsct of the First period of four
weeks after the date of commencemeni of instrueilon snd frain-
ing of papiles durine vhich sporeximstely one-half () of
the maximun number of pupils are underpoing training and
{nstruction, %o eover the cost of the operation of the fGohool
by the Company for the zaid perisd, exesnt as provided in
pavagraphs (4}, (7) and {£) hereof,

() S

{h} Phe sum of Sixiteen Thoussnd, One Hundred and FightyeFive
Tollare (£16,18%) in vespect of sach of the four porieds
of four weeke subseguent %o $he paricd mentioned in pare~
graph (2) heresf, %o cover the gost of operation of the
Sehool for each sald peried of four weeks, sxcept as pro-
vided in pavsgraphs (6}, (7) and (&) hevsof, Thereafyer
such ampunt shell continue wnchanged in respect of esch
period of four weeks of each subsequent tventy-four wesk
noriod, (end similarly after the closs of each suddecuent
tyenty-four week peried, the smound in effect duying sach
tventy-Tour week perlod shall continae unchansed) unlees
and until & nev emount shell become effective. His Majesty
shall, wot more then four weeke nor less than iwo weeke,
befors the sisrd of any twentyafour waek pericd, notify the
Sompany of any proposed change in smound to besoms sffect-
ivas for puch twendy-four week veriod, and such new smmoand
shall bz deemed to be mccepied by the Company unless
within two woeke sfter the recelirt of euch noiificstion the
eompany notifies His Wejesty that the nev apount is not
acapted. In sush instanes and foiling mebual sgreement
nn amownd, the esald sgreement, nolwithstanding nnything to
the sontrary tharain coniained, ghall be terainsted,

{%) Hotwithstanding anyibing %o the contrary in the yreceding
paragroghs, sny sum peid or paynble thereunder shall be
sabiect o adlusteent or revislon in the meansy followingi-

Figure 9. Copy of the first page of the agreement between His Majesty and the
St. Catharines Flying Training School Limited which starts to outline the costs
and remunerations for the administrative and training duties of the S.C.E.T.S. —
courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives.
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It _is deeply reqretted that the addressee
18 reported missing on war service,

(N:“ne) Ten—. ‘%m"k;‘.n
RCAT. G. 614 (2
BM—0-43 (3340) H.Q. 885G, o4 L)

.
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Figure 10. Envelope of the St. Catharines Flying Club to a member of the RCAF Overseas, who was
unable to be found and was returned to the sender, postmarked November 3, 1941. — courtesy Fred
Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives

The E.F.T.S. schools across the county were run by local flying clubs who were responsible
for the administration and training of the trainee pilots for the RCAF. All other schools within the
BCATP were run and operated by the RCAF or the RAF. The schools that were numbered 31+
were run by the RAF; even though these schools were RAF they still had trainees from all over.

Administrative work and the training for No. 9 E.F.T.S were provided by the S.C.F.T.S.
The St. Catharines Flying Club supplied all administrative personnel, and club members provided
instruction for the trainees and were also responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the
planes, equipment and buildings. RCAF staff were present at No. 9 E.F.T.S., which consisted
of officers and airmen. Their main purpose pertained to RCAF matters, relating to the students,
equipment, crashes and communication between the civilian administration and RCAF HQ. Figure
10 illustrates a St. Catharines Flying Club cover postmarked St. Catharines, November 3, 1941 to
a Sgt. C. F. Marsh, RCAF Overseas, with many military postal markings of the Canadian military,
India and Ceylon, with the label on the back indicating “that the address is reported missing on
war service.” This letter returned to St. Catharines in 1944. [Ed note: the story regarding Sgt. C. F.
Marsh will be told at the end of this essay.]
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St. Catharines
Flying Training School Limited

P. O. Box 157
St. Catharines, Ontario

. St. Catharines Flying Training School Limited

SPONSORED BY ST.CATHARINES FLYING CLUB { \
P.O. Box 157 ° Telephone 3260

ST. CATHARINES
ONTARIO

iay 23,
1942

Memo from the Manager

s U By Ia
C. S.
Mrs. Ball.

Gas truck drivers and attendants are by station
orders responrsible for clsanliness of gas truck and crash
tender and department chiefs are to determine all duties
are completed and equipment in good order before releasing

perscnnel on washout periods.

A

F B,
g
W %{, oA

For Maneager

B

>

® No. 9 Elementary Flying Training School British Commonwealth Air Training Plan ®

Figure 11. Copies of the S.C.F.T.S. envelope and letterhead. — courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection,
St. Catharines Archives

With the formation of the S.C.F.T.S., office stationery had to be changed to the new name
as reflected in Figure 11 which displays an unused envelope that now has the name St. Catharines
Flying Training School Limited and a letterhead in which the bottom has printed “No. 9 Elementary
Flying Training School British Commonwealth Air Training Plan”.
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The administrative staff and instructors at these Elementary Flying Training Schools
(E.F.T.S.) across Canada were not members of the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF), but were
civilians hired by the schools for the instruction of the trainees. The flying schools instructors and
staff were encouraged to wear uniforms to show “command” to the students. Most schools had
a dark-blue pattern and some were charcoal grey. Figure 12 shows the uniform specifications for
civilian personnel as established by the Canadian Flying Clubs Association (CFCA).

STANDARD UNIFORM FOR CIVILIAN PERSONNEL OF E,F.T.S.

ALL PERSONNEL OF OFRICER STATUS

1l Tunic - patterm: exactly as for RCAF officer
; mterials derk blue in winter and grey in summer

2, Trousers - with standard cuffs, meterial as above

3., Cap - pattern: as for RCAF officer
material: dark blue throughout the year.

4. Shirt and tie - standard RCAF blue shirt and plain black tie
6, Shoes and socks = plain black

6, Overcoet - pattern as for RCAF officer, but without sword
slash or slit for weari g of belt imside
meterials dark blus melton cloth

7. Trench coat - pattern: standard RCAF
material: dark blue
buttons: plain black

8, Badges - Cap badge: standard CFCA pattern as elready in use-
Flying Instructor's Breast Badge: standard CFCA pattern
as already inuse, (R: RCAF Serviee pilot's flying badge
where individual is qualified and permission has been
obtained

Licenced Eng;meer s badges Standard CFCA pattern as
already in use. to be worn on the
left sleeve above the elbow,
9. Buttons - standard EFTS butbons

ALL PERSONNEL OF NON-OFFICER STATUS

l, Tunic - pattern: exactly as for RCAF sirman
materials grey whipcord
2 Trouqers = with standard cuffs, material as above
(no summer uniform hes been provided for)

'S

3, Cap = patterns as for RCAF officer
materials grey whipcord

'S
°

Shirt and tie - standard RCAF blue shirt and plein black tie

Shoes and sccks - plain black

-
°

[=2)
-

Overcoat., - patterns four-button double breasted, meduim
fitting, with convertible collar. Pockets
as for RCAF officer, Two~piece half belt
with two buttons. Three buttons at cuff of
sleeve,

Matekials dark grey melton cloth

7. Trench coat - pattern: as for RCAF officer
miterials grey, to match whipeord

Figure 12. Uniform specification sheet for civilian personnel of the as set by the CFCA. —
courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives

14



The use of military uniforms and insignias by civilians was illegal, so the CFCA designed
standard E.F.T.S. badges so the schools could use these badges on their uniforms and keep some
kind of unity throughout the E.F.T.S. across the country as exhibited in Figure 13, or each school
could designed their own set of badges.

The S.C.E.T.S. designed their own set of badges for their uniforms and are displayed as
Figure 14.

Instructor’s Cap Badge Engineer's Cap Badge

- ([ 5 —

Licenced Air Engineer

Ground School Instructor Flying Instructor

Figure 13. An example of the standard badges as designed by the CFCA for use in the
flying school members throughout Canada. — courtesy milart.blog*

Licensed Engineer Apprentice Engineer

Figure 14. An example of the set of badges as designed by the S.C.F.T.S. for use at
No. 9 E.ET.S. — courtesy milart.blog*
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Figure 15. June 1941 photo of some of the administrative and instructional staff at the S.C.F.T.S., wearing
their insignia and cap badges. — courtesy milart.blog*

Figure 15 is a June 1941 photo of some of the administrative and instructional staff at the
S.C.E.T.S. wearing their insignia and cap badges. [Ed note: Third from the left is Fred Pattison,
manager of the school; he had kept every piece of paper that came into his office as well as carbon
copies of every piece of paper which left his office, and all of his documents and photographs have
been donated to the St. Catharines Archives, which was an invaluable source for the writing of this
manuscript. |

With the large turnover of trainees of the E.F.T.S., Fred Pattison would send out 1 cent
reply post cards to the last current address that he had on record, as he had to update his records
to post their income tax returns as well as other items. Figure 16 displays the front and back of a
reply card originally set to No. 12 E.F.T.S., Goderich, re-directed to No. 25 E.F.T.S. Assiniboia,
Saskatchewan, post marked March 27, 1944, the reply portion was post marked Assiniboia, Sask,
April 3, 1944.

Figure 17 illustrates the type of pass used by the employees of the S.C.F.T.S. A record of
employment card is depicted as Figure 18. Note at the bottom of the card “Left Jan. 23/44”. Figure
19 shows the unemployment form given to the employees when No. 9 E.F.T.S. had closed; the
form states the cause to be “School Closing”.
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Figure 16. Reply card originally sent from the
S.C.E.T.S. (No. 9) to the No. 12 E.E.T.S. at
Goderich and then re-directed to the No. 25
E.F.T.S. at Assiniboia, Saskatchewan. Reply
iving School Lide, card was sent back to the St. Catharines Flying
Training School Ltd., postmarked April 3, 1944.
— courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection,
St. Catharines Archives
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Figure 17. Example of the employee pass
used to enter No. 9 E.E.T.S. — courtesy Fred
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T Mien, Oliver D Alr Engineer Allen
{ - |
R.R. #2, Niagare-on-the-Lake, Ont.  ha/u/up $o8 | PSP |
Age 21 yeers Date of Birth 28 April 1919 p&m”u Peterborough, Ont6/6/41| $29 | Fsp !
Religion - Roman Catholic. Single = 1Depdt. /201 $30 | Fsp
Education - 1 year High School  Height 5'3" Weight 135 1bs. 4/9/41 " 31 ] FsP
Trade or profession - 2% yrs. Ottaws Flying 6lub and Peterborough /1/42{ 32 |FSP
Fingerprints taken = lst April 1941 Air Service /42 | 33| PSP
I_.ast Employment - Mr. Iucas, Dominion Skyways Training — #/2/’4
References - Mr, J.0. Noury, Ottaws, Ont. Oy gu/‘g%” FSP
it Mr. Iucas, Dominion Skyways. T $36 Y msP
Mr. Sleight, R.R. #1 Weston Ont. MAY 8'{94 37 |7~
Qualifications - 2 years at the Western Clock Co., Peterboro. Aug. 29/43 p8.801 ¥sP
1} yeers sir service apprentice at Peterboro Sept. 6/43 439.40| FEP
6 months at #1 Observer School, Malton. l}‘)/“ s had i il
Dece 5/43 .oo\ FSP

Next of kin--Mrs, Robt. Allen, 476 Gilmour St., Peterboro, Ont.

Date employed - November 4, 1940. 0()(/ £ %L e 25//%

Y
hiaidod

il

Figure 18. Record of employment card that detailed the employee’s information. —
courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives
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Figure 19. Copy of the unemployment form which was given to employees
when No. 9 E.F.T.S. closed. — courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection,

St. Catharines Archives
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No. 9 Elementary Flying Training School (E.E.T.S.)

On Saturday, November 16, 1940, the official opening ceremony of the No. 9 Elementary Flight
Training School took place in one of the hangars at the airfield in St. Catharines. The school had
been in operation from October 14. Figure 20 illustrates a page from No. 9 E.F.T.S. war diary with
the entry date 14-10-40 “School Officially Opened . . .”, but the official ceremony was held back
to ensure that any difficulties in the start-up operation could be dealt with and would not have an
affect on the opening ceremony. The Monday, November 18 issue of the St. Catharines Standard,
had front-page coverage of the opening ceremonies. A portion of the front page is shown as Figure
21. The ceremony was to compliment the residents of St. Catharines and to let them know of the
great contribution the city was making to the war effort.

RCAF. RS
AL )
Q. s
THIS FORM 1S TO BE USED IN ACCORDANCE
A e e DAILY DIARY
TRATIVE ORDER A3/1.
OF
(UNIT @R FORMATION) Ne. 9 Blementary Flying Training Scheol,
rLace oate | mime SUMMARY OF EVENTS e
$t, Catharines, Ont, 11u10=40 FINCE a/c Nos, 4561, 64, 66, 67, 68 ferried in from London, Ont, Construction work
progressing rapidly, Weather clear and fine,
12=10=40 TINCE a/c Nos, 4562, 63, 65, 69, 7O ferried in from London, Ont, Well drilling crew still

at work, very 1L==EI.- success as yet, Weather clear and fine,
13=10=40 PINCE a/c Nos. ;ljﬁj, 56, 4605, 06, OT, 08, o;g, 10 ferried in from London, Ont, Water is
i #4111 belng brought in in large barrels for vashing and Erinking purposes for permanent
’““- mﬂl alrerew u; guard duty, Weather clear,
1421040 School officially openmed, and rmu. instruction commenced at 0935 hours, Lack of flying
squipment m- instrustors seriously h.-p;riq instruction, Lack of roads, water, sewage
| disposal, ste, make things very difficult, One sgh, and 17 A,C,'s posted hers for guard

| duty departed for No. 1 Manning Depot. As heavy rains has the R.C.A.T,
[ lmnrvxcniﬂ.-. permission has been obtained from the directers of the St. Catharines Flying
| Clud to use their flying fisld,
‘ 15-10-40 | Sqdn,ldr, Morani and Col. Goldig from A.T.C. and H.Q. arrived at 0900 hours to find
} | sverything in chaos due to an all night rain, vhich has made the station into & veritadle "M
|

| | |

Figure 20. Page from No. 9 E.F.T.S. war diary with the entry date 14-10-40 “School Officially
Opened . . .”. - courtesy RCAF INFO.3

= Che St. Catharines Standaen

Second Secti
ection paGES g 70 15 ST. CATHARINES, ONTARIO, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1940
3 PAGES 9 10 15

Impressive Ceremony Marks 0, Second Section
ony Marks Openi o 7
1 & ing ova E{e{ifmlary Training Fl,x'»mg Sclum.l

v N

Figure 21. Portion

of the front page of

the St. Catharines
Standard with the

story of the opening of
the Elementary Flight
Training School. — The
St. Catharines Standard,
November 18, 1940
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Figure 22. Photo of four of the dignitaries who spoke at the opening, left to right Dr. H. G.
Fox, K.C., a member of the board of directors of the private company operating the school

and chairman of Saturday’s program; Squadron Leader M. A. Seymour, K.C., president of

the company and speaker at the opening; Air Commodore G. E. Brookes, O.B.E., officer
commanding No. 1 Training Command, who declared the school open; H. J. Carmichael,
honorary president of the company, and one of the speakers. — courtesy St. Catharines Archives

On the front page of the newspaper were three photos of the ceremony, reproduced here.
Figure 22 shows a photo of four of the dignitaries who spoke at the opening.

Figure 23 shows a photo of the St. Catharines unit of the Canadian Women’s Transport
Service.

Figure 23. Photo of Commodore Brookes inspecting the St. Catharines unit of the Canadian Women’s
Transport Service, with Mrs. Robert Rankin, commandant of the unit, and Flight Lieutenant W. H. E.
Drury, senior supervisory officer at the school. — courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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Figure 24. Photo of some of the RCAF students on parade in a hangar. — courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 24 shows a photo of some of the RCAF students at the school.

While going through the employee records of the archival collection, I found that many of
the civilian personnel were either enlisting or were trying to re-locate. Figure 25 shows a case of
re-locating in which an Everett Bird, an engineer at the No. 9 E.F.T.S. was looking to re-locate to
Thunder Bay to be closer to his family.

=il=

Thunder Bay Air Training School Limited
No. 2 EET.S. (R.C.A.F)
Fort William, Ontario

3098

January 3, 1944

F. §. Paterson Esq.

Manager No, 9 E.F.T.S., RCAF
St. Catherines, Ontario
Dear Pat:

Re your man Bird I'm afraid we can't employ him at his
present salary. The most we pay experienced aircraft helpers
is $111.40 per lunar month.

Your salaries in the East seem to be generally high
compared to the West, and especially the Sydney School where
the pay was abnormally high.

Best regards.

Yours very truly,

)
=z /%,Wﬂj e

H.F.Dougall, Manager

Figure 25. Letter from the
manager of the Thunder Bay
Air Training School Limited,
No. 2 (RCAF) to Fred Pattison,
manager of No. 9. — courtesy
Fred Pattison Aviation
Collection, St. Catharines
Archives
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Figure 26 displays a cover and letter written by an RCAF trainee at the No. 9 E.F.T.S.,
posted at St. Catharines June 9, 1943 to Toronto. RCAF envelopes used by the trainees at the
various training facilities had the RCAF crest printed on the back flap. Various types of note paper
were used by various training facilities across the country; these were just white or blue note paper
printed with the RCAF crest as shown in the note to the receiver. These note papers were not
printed with their location, this was added in manuscript. This clearly shows that the flying schools

were kept separate from the RCAF trainees.
= . o S L BT Z T st ug%/ %)

—
Figure 26. Cover and page | o gV,
of the letter from an RCAF s =
trainee at the No. 9 EF.T.S. s

Figure 27 illustrates a cover posted at
Halifax on April 1, 1941 to a New Zealand
pilot trainee at Toronto. Received at Toronto
on April 3 and forwarded to No. 1 B&GS
at Jarvis, Ontario, received there on April 9
and then forwarded to No. 9 E.F.T.S. at St.
Catharines with an April 18, arrival postmark,
re-forwarded to Jarvis with arrival date stamp
of April 18, forwarded to No.l Manning
Depot at Toronto with arrival date of May
5, back to St. Catharines May 10. Finally it
arrived at No. 1 Wireless School in Montreal.

Graduation classes were photographed
and the photos were given to the trainees,
Figure 29 exhibits the class of Course 81.
Twenty-eight pupils graduated from Course
81 on July 9, 1943.2 The back of the photo
has some signatures of the graduates; note
that some are members of the RAF.
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Figure 27. Cover re-directed many times to finally get to the addressee in
Montreal. — courtesy ebay #403327448980

Figure 28 depicts two students side
by side with a magnifier, checking a
drawing/photo and comparing it to
A their note book.




Figure 29. Graduation photo
of trainees upon successful
completion of course 81.
Signatures on the back indicate
some of the graduates are
members of the RAF. — courtesy
Niagara Military Museum

The time at No. 9 E.F.T.S. was not all training and studying. The trainees were allowed
leisure time as exhibited by Figure 30, which depicts a group of students at the Capital Theatre to
view the movie “Britain’s R.A.F.”

The first-time members of the RCAF paraded through St. Catharines on August 8, 1942.

The 2/10™ Dragoons marched with them, as depicted in photo Figure 31. This parade was to
Fitzgerald ball park, where a baseball game was played between No. 9 E.F.T.S and the 2"/10®
Dragoons. Figure 32 illustrates a photo of officers from the 2°/10™ Dragoons and No. 9 E.F.T.S.
watching a softball game between the two forces. The entry in the No. 9 E.F.T.S. war diary of
August 21, 1942 gave details of the parade and the ball game as follows:
“Parade held at 1815 hrs with 2-10th Dragoons, led by their trumpet band through St. Catharines
to Fitzgerald Ball Park. Officers in attendance were Lt. Col. Harris, Major Marsh, Lt. O. Darte as
well as a full complement of Officers from #9 E.F.T.S. The 2-10th Dragoons defeated our baseball
team handily, 20-1. This was the first time that the RCAF has held a parade in St. Catharines and
the comments were very favourable.”
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Air Force Students See Thrilling R.A.F. Picture

Figure 30. Photo of a group of students outside the Capital Theatre. — The St. Catharines
Standard, January 16, 1941; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 31. Photo of the first march of the RCAF in St. Catharines. The 2"/10" Dragoon also
marched with them. — The St. Catharines Standard, August 22, 1942; photo courtesy St.
Catharines Archives

For emergency purposes, if a pilot got in trouble while in the air, No. 9 E.F.T.S. had an
emergency relief landing field at Willoughby (Ontario).

The planes used at St. Catharines for training purposes were the De Havilland Tiger Moths,
Figure 33.

On April 24, 1943, Squadron Leader A. H. Sims arrived to take over duties of Chief Flying
Instructor. On April 29, 1943 Squadron Leader J. A. Simpson departed via C.N.R. To 31 Personnel
Depot, Moncton N.B.* Exhibited as Figure 34 is a photo of Squadron Leader Sims and Squadron
Leader Simpson discussing the planned open house on the weekend.
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Dragoons Trom Fliers in Benefit Softball Game

Ko,

Figure 32. Photo of officers from the 2"/10" Dragoons and of the No. 9 E.F.T.S. — The St.
Catharines Standard, August 22, 1942; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 33. A photo of a De Havilland Tiger
Moth which is the type of plane used at
No 9 E.E.T.S. — photo courtesy, Canadian
Warplane Heritage Museum, Hamilton,
Ontario

On Sunday, May 2, 1943, an open house was held at No. 9 E.F.T.S. from two to five
o’clock in which the residents of St. Catharines were allowed on to the grounds to view flying as
well as tour the various buildings. A special bus service was provided by the N.S.&T. (Niagara,
St. Catharines & Toronto Railway) to the school as there was limited vehicle parking, Figure 35
displays a newspaper article outlining the bus transportation system to the school.

Figure 36 depicts a photo of some of the 5,000 people who attended the open house to view
pilots taking off and landing as well as what training goes on in the various buildings.

In the war diary of No. 9 E.F.T.S., there is no mention of the open house. This shows that
the civilian administration was civilian oriented and wanted to let the residents of St. Catharines
see and know what was going on at the school, while the RCAF were mainly interested in the
military affairs of the school. [Ed note: another photo of the open house is shown as Figure 43
under the heading of Civilian Women Volunteers, later in this essay.]
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New Chief Instructor for EF.TS, No. 9

. .

SQUADROR LEADER A. H. SIMS, Toronto, today took
over the duties of Chief Flying Instructor for the
RCAF. at No. 9 EF.TS, St. Catharines. He is shown
above, left, with Squadron Leader J. A. Simpson, RAF,,
who has held this post for five months. Sqdn. Ldr. Sims
was formerly at No. 14 SF.T.S, Aylmer. The two officers
are shown as they discussed plans for the “open house” at
the air school this Sunday afternoon, when'the general
public may watch the training from two to five pm. The
“open house™ will not conflict with the big Victory Loan
parade, which takes place on the following Sunday.

Figure 34. Photo of Squadron Leaders Sims and
Simpson discussing the planned open house on the
weekend. — The St. Catharines Standard, August 29,
1942; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

In August 1943, three high-ranking officers of the Chilean
Air Force came to Canada to see the various instructional
schools in operation throughout the BCATP, because Chile
was in the process of developing their own air force. Figure
37 illustrate the three Chilean officers in their white uniforms
and two RCAF officers along with two staff members of NO.

9E.FTS.

No. 9 E.ET.S. Women’s Auxiliary

With military bases across the country, the women’s auxiliary
played an important part for the bases and the men. The

Spoei;l_&b Service
Will be Provided for

Figure 35. A special bus service
was provided by the Niagara, St.
Catharines & Toronto Railway to
the school.

auxiliary for the No. 9 E.F.T.S. was no different. Figure 38 shows a letter head of the No. 9
Auxiliary. This all-volunteer women’s group was composed of some of the wives of the S.C.F.T.S.
officers and women residents of St. Catharines. Figure 39 exhibits a report by one of the committees

that was presented to the members at the General Meeting.

As indicated by the above report of the Women’s Auxiliary, they were very active in
providing support for the young men at No. 9 E.F.T.S. Figure 40 is a good example of this support
in which they are able to secure an old building and turn it into a recreation club for the students at
No. 9. In the No. 9 E.F.T.S. war diary entry for March 20, 1941, the following entry was made:
“In the evening the Ladies Auxiliary of No. 9 E.F.T.S. entertained about thirty of the station
personnel at a dance in their recently opened airmen’s recreational centre in St. Catharines. Sgt.
Clayton, disciplinarian, was in charge of the group from this station.”
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Citizens See What Their Victory Bonds Are Paying For

T

—_ e
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- Al SR
Part of the crowd of about 5.000 persons watch the student fliers take
off and land as they continue their training with equipment paid for
by Victory Bonds. — Staff Photo, Standard Engraving

Figure 36. Photo of some of the 5,000 people who attended the open house. — The
St. Catharines Standard, September 3, 1943; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

[

Figure 37. Photo of three Chilean Air Force officers along with two RCAF officers and
two civilian members of No. 9 E.F.T.S. — The St. Catharines Standard, August 27,
1943; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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No. 9, E.F.T.S. AUXILIARY

ST. CATHARINES, ONT.

.S. Auxiliery,
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Figure 38 and 39. Letterhead of the No. 9 Auxiliary
and a copy of one of the reports presented to the
members of the auxiliary at their general meeting.
— courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St.
Catharines Archives

18 the report of the Active Servic
from September 23rd. to Jenuary 2

bags end 3 kit cases,

e volunteered their services to
wask,

d Liaison officer to the War Time

dents at #9 E.F.T.S. Chbri

Figure 40. Photo of an old
building secured by the
women’s auxiliary and turned it
into a club room for the students
at No. 9 E.F.T.S. — The St.
Catharines Standard, November
8, 1940, photo courtesy St,
Catharines Archives




Women Civilian Volunteers
Because of a shortage of man power due to the war effort, many women volunteered at No. 9

E.F.T.S. Women who had volunteered at No. 9 E.F.T.S. performed the same duties as men. The
volunteers allowed trainees more time to study and learn the art of flying. Duties performed by
the women included refueling of planes, plane maintenance, and packing of parachutes. Figure
41 illustrates two female civilians washing down a plane, and Figure 42 exhibits a photo of two
female apprentice mechanics working on a plane engine with supervision.

Figure 41. Photo of two women washing down a plane. — courtesy St.
Catharines Archives

. ¥
Figure 42. Photo of two female apprentices working on a plane engine. —
courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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Civilian women volunteers at No. 9 E.F.T.S. wore uniforms very similar to the women of
the Women’s Division of the RCAF. Two civilian women volunteers are seen in an open house
(May 2, 1943) photo, Figure 43.

The manager of No. 9 E.F.T.S. had made a request to the RCAF to have a female civilian
take a course in parachute packing. The RCAF responded in a letter to the Manager as depicted in
Figure 44 regarding sending a female civilian to Toronto to learn the art of parachute packing.

|Public to Visit St. Catharines Flying School Sunday Afternoon

ES :
At An 'Open House' at No. 9 EF.T.S,, St. Catharines, Sunday afternoon, the general
public may watch actual training of airmen of the R.C.A_F. Most of the civilian women
helpers on the station now wear uniforms similar to those of the Women's Division of
the RC A F. At top, WL. Key secures a propeller from the stores department, where
Audrey Jacobi, Niagara-on-the.Lake, and Hilda Howkeness, Thorold South, issue
equipment. - Staff Phorographer, St. Catharines Standard

Figure 43. A photo of two civilian women volunteers in uniform working in the stores department.
— The St. Catharines Standard, May 3, 1943, photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Another open house was held on Sunday October 24, 1943 at No. 9 E.F.T.S., which enabled
the residents of St. Catharines to see what was going on at the school. Figure 45 exhibits a photo
of a female civilian explaining the procedure of parachute packing to residents of St. Catharines at
the open house.

[Ed note: the civilian administration of No. 9 E.F.T.S. held several open houses at the school for
the citizens of St. Catharines.]
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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Ref, Tour 21 (MGR)
Dateds 18/June/43

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

22 June, 1943,

The Maneger :
Yo. 9 E.F.T.5., il
St, Catharines, Ontario.

Parachute Packing Course - Civilian Female

N¥o. 2 Composite Training Schosl, *oronto.

1. Arrangements have been completed
to include the femzle parachute packer for whom
you requested a course of instruction in your
above referenced letter on the course o be held
at No. 2 Composite Training School, Jarvis Street,
Toronto, commencing July 5th, 1943,

2. The civilian selected to atiend
the course should report with a letter of
identification to the Chief Imstructor at 0800
hours on the course commencement date. May
this Headquarters and the School congerned de
notified of the name of the person selected fo
attend, please.

R R Figure 44. Letter from the RCAF in
TR Toronto informing the manager at No.
9 E.E.T.S. that arrangements have been
completed to include a civilian female
for course instruction on parachute
packing. — courtesy Fred Pattison

Aviation Collection, St. Catharines

C.Ce m}-\»«ﬁm), Toronte, ///\

S Archives

Figure 45. A photo showing a female civilian explaining the procedure of
parachute packing at the open house. — The St. Catharines Standard, October 25,
1943; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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Women’s Division

Every school within the BCATP had members of the Women’s Division of the RCAF on duty.
Since they were members of the RCAF, they had serial numbers for identification with the letter
“W” preceding the serial number. These women members of the RCAF were an invaluable service
as their original role was to replace male personnel, who would then be available for combat roles.
Originally referred to as the Canadian Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (CWAAF), the name was
changed to Royal Canadian Air Force Women’s Division in February 1942. Women’s Division
personnel were commonly known as WDs. The RCAF was the first branch of the Canadian armed
services to actively recruit women. A photo illustrating a recruiting booth in St. Catharines for the
RCAF Women’s Division, Figure 46. An example of the poster which is on the table is displayed
as Figure 47.

Figure 46. Photo of a recruiting
booth for the Women’s Division

\ located at St. Catharines. —
“ \\‘\ ey The St. Catharines Standard,
' \“\ e W s 00710 September 14, 1943, photo
;“\ ‘\ ‘\ ‘\ N sl 7 ¢ 0' " ‘ ', " ‘. courtesy St. Catharines
\ DA TR VN WA ¥ bt ¢ ¢ ¢ 0. % Archives
e y ¢ ) W LN
: LD “ (‘ L ‘ LY ‘ a [N ' » ¢ A @ e o [ 4 " ‘A - iy

Lnlist today in the

RCAF

Figure 47. Women’s Division recruiting
poster which is displayed on the desk.
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Closing of No. 9 E.E.T.S.
On December 17, 1943 the manager of No. 9 E.F.T.S. received a letter from RCAF headquarters

informing them “that it is intended to discontinue elementary training at your school”, Figure 48.

On December 22, 1943, Organization Order No. 314, Figure 49 was issued re:
“DISBANDMENT OF NO. 9 E.F.T.S., ST. CATHARINES ONTARIO”

“In accordance with the recent decision to reduce the output of pilots and increase the output
of navigators within the Combined Training Organization, it has become expedient to disband No.
9 Elementary Flying Training School, St. Catharines. The aerodrome and buildings are to be used
by the Flying Squadron of No. 4 Wireless School, Guelph. This Flying Squadron is at present using
the Relief Field at Burtch, R. 1 to No. 5 Service Flying Training School, Brantford. . . .”

In a January 6, 1944 letter to the Manager of No. 9. E.F.T.S, the C.O. of No. 4 W.S.E.S.
at Burtch and the C.O. of No. 5 S.F.T.S. Brantford. This letter explains the process as to how
equipment was to be allotted, with the closing of No. 9 E.F.T.S. and the movement of No. 4

W.S.E.S to St. Catharines, Figure 50.

1038TT-88 (mg, 2)

OUR FILE

REF. YOUR.

DATED.

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

Toronto, December l6th,. 1943,

The Manager,

o, 9 Elementary Flying Trainhing School c 194
ke 2 ‘ Y ral =3 ) A7 1945
St. Catharines, Outario, DEC 1
i ’ =~
Desr Sir: ~
P e

Re: Withdrawal of Tiger Moth Ai rc‘r’aft‘ Z

Advice has been received from Air Force
hat it is intended to discontinue e‘i.ementarv‘
your School and that Tiger Moth Airersft sre

'z:e.adq uarte

to be withdrawn in four eaual parts each two wesks comiene ing
December 10th,

As this information wae only received from
w ner@ on Dec 1ti are requﬁsv.ed,
numbers; b k e and

] $3u35n,d between My, Patterson & quadron
Fougnet in telephone conversation on December Llth,

b ¢ or auproac-nm» »me-
ry or which your d not recommend for trausfer
to another School for immediate use,

The aireraft in better conditiom will be
immediately allotted on Command quarters' tre
orders to other Units or to Stored Reserve st No. 6 Rs.;u‘u
Depot.

her requested that subsequent lots
in a lar mauner to this Head-
period,

Yours truly,

Ao f Se L.,
!01' A, K, Ko, L ':.C..
Informstion Copy to: Commsnding Officer,

No, 1 Eguipment Depot, TOROCHTO,

RCAF. G.32
3500M—8-42 (2491)
HQ. 885-G-32

Figure 48. RCAF letter no. 9 E.F.T.S. informing them that the school will be
closing. — courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives
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= HE MANAGER
%‘IO. 9 'ELEMENTARY FLYING TRAINING- SCHOOL

§T. GAEHARINES

ORGAWIZAYTON ORUER WO. 814

DISBAVDURHT OF WO» 9 B.F.T.S.. ST. CATIRINES, ONTARIO

COFYe | .
PILE: 192=10=15/9 (D of 0]
DATE: 22w Decembey. 1943.

) ( This Qrder csucsls O

Ta accordencs

¢ Training Bo
E@ usﬁﬁd by the ¥ 11;\,% Souadron of Wo.
Flying Squadron is gn esom" nﬁm

: “{;fi)z’ﬁa To OO}:

&
Tcui u,ia W. conaruction;

Ve aarodpons aud baﬂ"
Vireless School, d & E
' ﬁelvu” FMeld at Burtch, Rel ,o to.
mud m usr)‘ Bua Lok as

Gueighs

sation Order No. 48)

Figure 49. Notice of the disbandment of No. 9 E.E.T.S. — courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St.

Catharines Archives

OUR FILE. 1-3404 (w\‘_1}
REF. YOUR.
DaTED.

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE J 7 15

Toronto, January 6y 1944. ;
Gommanding 02ficer,: i
e, & wix‘elegss Bchtfnl,
UELPHy /7

Move of Wo, 4 Wireless School Flying Squadron

1. Movement Order Ne: 7 authorizes the transfer of No., 4 W.5.F.S,
from Burteh o No., 9 E.F.T.S.5 St. Catharines,

24 In order that this Headquarters may be advised of the action
being taken with regard o the equipment involvedy the follewing steps ars
to be takens

(2) 4n officer from your Unit is to proceed to %o, 9 E,F.T,8,5 St, Cath-
arines, to determine what equipment, if any, presently on charge to the
civilian operated school could bs used by the flying squadron., A list of this
equipment is to be made and forwarded to this Headquerters for information and
necessary action.

(b) An efficer from your Unit, together with an officer from No. 5 S.FaTeSes
Brantford, is to review the equipment presently om charge at No. 4 Wirsless
School Flying Squadron to determine what equipment will be required by ¥No. 5
S.¥.T.S5, and what equipmeni, not required by that unit, can bs transferred to
the new loscation at St. Catharines, Ontarioc, Separate 1lists of such equipment,
suitably annctated, are o be forwarded to this Headquarters for informeticn
and further acticm,

{e) & further list of equipment presently on charge to the flying squadron
at Burtch which will not be required en the move to St. Catharines dus to ihe
faet ‘that equipment is already located ait that point and is mot required for
use by Noe. 5 S,F,T.8. : -

36 ©  This informetion is required as soon as possible in order that

the detailed imstructions may be issued to the units concerned to earry out
the transfer of ecquipment as necessarye.

Information Gopy bo:

C.0., No, & W.S.F.8,, BURTCH. /%W
€.0.5 No. 5 S.F,7.5,, BRANTFORD. 4. &o%er) W.c.

Lﬁnagsr, Noe 9 B.F.TeS.5 ST. CATHARINES, for 4,0,0., Noo 1 T.C,

R.C.AF. G.32
3500M—8-42 (2491) . . |
HQ. 85-G82
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Figure 50. Letter explaining to No.
9 E.F.T.S., No. 4 W.S.FE.S. and No.
5 S.ET.S. as to how the equipment
was to be allotted upon the closing
of No. 9 and the movement of No. 4
W.S.E.S. to St. Catharines. — courtesy
Fred Pattison Aviation Collection,
St. Catharines Archives



In a further follow up letter dated January 8, 1944 from the RCAF to the C.O. of No. 4
Wireless School, Guelph and the Manager of No 9. E.F.T.S., St. Catharines, Figure 51 explains that
instructions are attached for the taking over of equipment of No. 9 E.F.T.S.

The last entry in the war diary for No. 9 E.F.T.S was January 14, 1944, displayed as Figure
52 mentions that No. 9 E.F.T.S. was now disbanded. Although this was the end of instructions
about flying. it was the beginning of a new era at the airport.

Certificates were issued to graduating trainees when they completed their respective
course. Figure 53 shows such a certificate issued to a trainee who completed a course as a Jr. App.
Engineer; at the bottom of the certificate “reason for Discharge:” Closing of School.

OUR FILE 31w888..{Ea.l)

REF. YOUR

DATED.

+2

over the equir
"5 5 53, CGatharines.

s forwarded in ovder tha

hich wi

codure wh
equipment,

R.C.AF, G.32
8500M—8-42 (2491) ~
H.Q.885-G-32

Figure 51. Copy of a letter informing of an attachment regarding the taking over of
equipment left with No. 9 E.F.T.S. — courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St.
Catharines Archives
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Figure 52. Notice of the
disbandment of No. 9 E.F.T.S.3

When the school closed, it had accepted under 2500 student pilots, of which over 1800 had
graduated from the program. Those who did not graduate were sent to other BCATP schools to
obtain other skills.

A prominent student at No. 9 E.F.T.S. was John Magee Jr., born in China, whose father was
an American Missionary and his mother a British missionary. Magee joined the RCAF in October
1940 and received his initial flight training at No. 9 E.F.T.S. Upon graduating he continued with
flight training at No. 2 S.F.T.S. at Uplands, in Ottawa. He received his pilot wings on graduation in
June 1941 and then transferred to the United Kingdom. Magee was killed on December 11, 1941

Britisl Commontuealth Atr Training Jlen
Royal Canadiam Air Horee
No. 9 £ 3.T_ 8., St Qatharines, Ontaris

Chis is to errtifg
 That.... .20 Fpe Keans

served on this Station, operated under and forming
part of The British Commonwealth Air Training

Plan, from ‘ﬁ(le'f-?to a2l

in the trade of )«;rzﬂé/t@ﬂw

Description:

ok il

Financial Advisor, C.F. S. g

Department of National Defence for Air.

ge /6 years Height feet

Colour of (1) Eyes (2) Hair

Specimen Signature

Conduct and Characrer whilst serving: /épaj

Countersigned.

Reason for Discharge : /6&0"7 7 W

Figure 53. Copy of a certificate of a
= trainee who completed an engineering
s ﬁm@ course and at .the bottom of the certificate
' “reason for Discharge. Closing of School.
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Figure 54. The hand-written copy of the poem that John Magee J. had
given to his parents. — courtesy https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John
Gillespie Magee Jr.

in a mid-air collision of his plane with another
plane. He was unable to escape his plane in time
to open his parachute and he fell to the ground.
In his flying days he had written a poem entitled
“High Flight”. This poem went on to become
the official poem of the RCAF and the RAF. The
handwritten poem that he had given to his parents
is displayed as Figure 54.

Aplaque is in place at the Niagara District
Airport honouring the former home of No. 9
Elementary Flying Training School, Figure 55.
On the plaque is the poem entitled “High Flight”
written by P/O John G. Magee Jr.

Figure 55. Plaque honouring the
students at No. 9 E.F.T.S.
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No. 4 Wireless School Flying Squadron (W.S.E.S.)

The No. 4 Wireless School (W.S.) originally opened at the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph,
Ontario, on July 7, 1941, with the official opening taking place on Saturday, August 9, 1941.
The war diary for No. 4 Wireless School has its first entry dated July 7, 1941. It tells about the

important date for the opening of the school, Figure 56. The official invitation is exhibited as
Figure 57, which has a date of August 9, 1941.

™ oe o0 ° b
| AR SECRET

DAILY DIARY
OF

(UNIT OR FORMATION) ¥0. ) ¥IRELESS SCHOOL, R.C.A.F..

e | SUMMARY OF EVENTS nerepence

Guelph, Ontario T=T-41 This day July 7, 19%1 will go down on the records as a ve: ry L-ornn day for No. 4
| Vireless lan.: Guslph, Oatario, The official starting of ol on’this day brought to
| a climax the cuiaination of meetings asd boards resulting in he earia waih of Viseiose
| Bchools uader the Britieh Gommoveslth ALr Fraining Plans

Preater itchell Hopburn of Ontario is credited with making the original offer to the ‘
Dontnion Government to tura over certain buildings of the Ontario Agricultural College at
Guelh in endar tharthe Previses of Oaierie RieM) farther assist Erially in the Vor Refort.

Air Oomedere Ouffe iastrasted Visg Gommsader Bussell o make o full repert Witk Visg
Commander Godwin after an inspestion o fll. ‘buildings. Once the Mll.l'l T became
publically known great activity imsediately started by The Guelph Board o of Trade, and Susiph
Osty Coutatl in order that Whair olty nui Ve hnered \7 e ‘projenie if o Vireless Saosl
munhnhnhd'l vieinity wanted to do theéir share in the War Bffor

She sans time othar sites for & sistlsr yurgose wers eiag iiiAses wx men1ien

P bomiryms the Tayout of the buildings and the cengental surrousdings
nmo-nmuﬂuxnmampmwunnmm« of ¥ing Commanders
s Taing Guel;

' fo1 lv.
i o mh
on the sixth day of Narch, 1941. The Board consisted of
lquunh-ur ! Marani, V. D. (01739),
2 | 6 R e i i R “lxﬂaﬂ?“"" ‘

Figure 56. The first entry into the war diary of No. 4 Wireless School talks
about the opening of the school.*

The Conummnding Officer

. No. 4 Wiveless School, R.C. A. F.
Guelph, Outario

requests the honour of your presence at the

Official Opening Ceremonies
to be held in front of the Administration Building
®utario Agriculturnl Tollege
at 10:45 oflock (. ». 1)
Suturday, the 9th of August, 1941
Amd
RS0 ‘:f:;:urbo for;i::&m

| PLEASE PRESENT THIS INVITATION AT THE ENTRANCE

Figure 57. Copy of the invitation for the official opening of No. 4 W.S.#
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Upon graduation of the wireless course at the wireless school, a W.A.G. (Wireless Air
Gunner) student would then transfer to the W.S.E.S., where he would get at least 30 hours flying
time in various types of aircraft depending on what was available at each wireless school. He
would also learn maintenance of radio equipment, instruments, batteries and handling of spare
parts. When this had been completed and the students graduated, he then obtained his aircrew
wings and was now able to perform his trained duties on flying aircraft.’®

In the war diary of No. 4 W.S. the first mention of the formation of a flying squadron was
written on September 19, 1941 when the first personnel were being transferred to Burtch, Ontario,
Figure 58. Burtch was the Relief Landing field for No. 5 S.F.T.S. Brantford.

“The entry in the war diary for September 30, 1941 reads as follows:
Squadron Leader Volk reported for temporary duty from No. 1 Wireless School in Montreal.
Squadron Leader Volk will organize the flying squadron at Burtch. He paid a visit to Burtch, the
flying field-to-be of No. 4 Wireless. . . .”

The October 1, 1941 entry in the war diary states:
. Twenty-four Nemasco Moths are still hangered at Jarvis and five Norseman at Fingal. These

have been wired for wireless and are ready for their air test...”.

race oate e | summany or evew: s . [ = =

Country Olub, the Legion proving too much for the officers of Mo, 4 Wireless. Through th ‘
courtesy of the T.¥.C.A. meno-—unhmn.nnm--m held ia the Socal
T.¥.C.A. and from m-nun—nnmn.umn time was had by all, It is
{reported that some’ thirty-five Australians enjoyed this dance, having been let out o2 warta-
|tine the night of the 16th. This vas the fizet time that the Australians have been off
‘luu since their arrival here, They apparently snjoyed their freedom to the fulles \mu’
Pilot Officer A. Inal-n.n @A—.! officer ummutn-u Thomas reports
| [for euty. . Ving Comsander Shoulders, Command Accountant Officer, visited the Station. Seventy-
| ive airmen Sron No, hnuu lcnc:-nwru-a-nr'tnm-uuum attended
ecial showing o e Bomber®, The test proved an inducement to the airmen nwnil}
ke lmhdmﬂutnw Mr, Vern Hudson. The men paraded from the School
to the theatre for the event in charge of Flying Officer Ritter |

Guelph, Omtario |  17-9-b1

19-9-41 | Tiight Lieutenant X, D. farpe, Iquipaent Ofticar fron X ¥o. 1 Training Command, paid an
[off101a1 visit to the Station, Tlying O . Taicbura, Officer in chargs of Securit
s at Ho.. 1 fratning Comsand, vmm ou luuu s Temlt of his visit ve loaraad
that guards have arrived st Burtch, Ontario, flying field-to-be of No. & Wireless |
o /the m-n,.mul,. sted to Burtch, puuductn uu-.ne. :mmxu!«uﬂn |
20-9-41 . Nothing & |
21911 1R Ar, Persomel snjored  trip to Hiagara Talle, mkisg the trip 1n the two
asd the stabion wagon of X As & Tesmlt a flood of mail left Niagara Fally
| [for Australia.  The Australiaas nu i stay for the illumination and from the report
| he trip vas enjoyed by all, A dslightful afternoon tea vas held in the basement. of Nemorial
| 1 for the benefit of he airmen, The basement vas suitably decorated and the occasion
Tovided by the Y.V.C.A. War Services Committee was very mich appreciated by the airmen. |
22-9-41 Tiying Officer J. ¥, Gaschler reports from No, 1 Bombing & Gunnery Sohool, Macdonald, |
‘ toba, to commence his duties as Armament Officer at this Station.
23-9-41 & yicked smad of forty-tive nes {res Fo, ) Wireless will enter a competition in drill,
s men are in tratning nov and Vil participate at Exhidition Fark ia & progran drawn up
r Thankegiving s
24-9.41 [ Yothing to report,
25-9-41 Fotalag o ropert. . =
| 26-9-¥1 | conclusion of the Wing Commander's usual rnm moraing inspection and
hpr.mn-vn-u graduate of the School of Cookery, Among the graduates were
vo nembers of the R.A.F. The Wing Commander pointed out %o the airmen the importance of
‘ Ar work waé that it could not be over-estimated and that the whole efficiency of the Air
| yarc- depended upon the food that the cooks prepared. A banquet was held in the evening for
ey
v
S o
- e e -0 ®

Figure 58. War diary page of No. 4 W.S., with the entry of Sept 19, 1941, which
mentions for the first time a flying squadron to be formed for the No. 4 W.S.*

The first entry in the war diary for No. 4 W.S.E.S. is dated October 10, 1941; the entries
from this day on only relate to the flying squadron, Figure 59.

The relief landing field at Burtch was 43 air miles south of Guelph, Figure 60. This map
and story appeared in Sparks, the monthly newsletter for No. 4 Wireless School. Students were
bused 1'% hours from Guelph to the airfield at Burtch for their “air experience flying”. A photo of
the aerodrome at Burtch is entitled “High Flight” (Figure 61) which shows the runways and the
buildings.
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SECRET .

DAILY DIARY APPRNDIX "a¥
F

ol

(UNIT OR FORMATION) No.. 4 Wireless School Flying Squadron

T
TiMe ' SUMMARY OF EVENTS

Burtch, Ontario | |
" Squadron Leader E.K.0. Burden, Squadron Leader §. Volk, ozs1 |
r “rm.‘nmo::s::& E. Hil1, Tlying Officer J. 5. Jennings, and mnmu::’.v?'n?'o::;:;g |
1101 "Five atroraft elightly damaged uader arvi,
:f_'}ﬁ ‘ el m:n 1y damaged (St111 control of Jarvie).
Tiret Noth landed at Burtch at 1830 hours piloted by Squadron Leader Burden,
N 0.0, Tiying Officers HALL, Je anc Golling vems 1o Jurrer " T g the
- muh .:fﬁ.n! R, MoMi] Engineering Officer) arrived at Burtch and them went to
T .. landed at 730 hours piloted by Flyiag Officers L1l asd Jenaings.
e 3¢ Tlying Officers (Pilots) reported to Burtoh: 0. Winterbottom, W. J. Garroll,
ton, B, Z.'Ooinor, N. B, Lashbrook, and ¥, F. Williass, Tolloving Flying Officers |
e went from Burtch to Jarviss Button, Oonnor, Lashbrook asd Williame,
17204 g l.hi:‘;:‘:‘:::\u‘:,:'u‘ "3 .
= vt . T at night, Temporary arrangement to accommodate some live
s iog on 5:::::";: !q-nr,.ﬂ' 7 hent 1 '.o.?.-. Quarfers.” Hired bus, for two trips early morn:
re ¢ arrived at Burtch, Hired bus, y morning,
RN trip unm‘o;;:::. Yater aratas tortet, e e P
ref of trainsss arrived (21A) at 0920 hours. Thirty-nine in all, who
b l:, Guelph in the evening. Vater chlorisated - off for tweaty-four hours until 0930 moure]
2-lon Tlying started for trainess, = -
10241 3 Nassed half days flights, due $o rain and low ceilizg, and breaking of tubes ia Radio
22-1041 Gomnanding Officer arrived on Statida ‘at 1000 hour dard) K
: s (Stmdard). and 1 12
uatil OBY5 hours, Partly cleared by 0900 hours, Squadron Leader n-nuﬁuu:;-:. e

" Tisited the station to arrange for Padre here for oms day 2
per week, from 1600 hours t
3 hours, Norseman #2456, nosed down wiile being taxied at from five to seven miles. l:u.:w

|

Figure 59. First page of the war diary for the Flying Squadron, listing the
location as Burtch.*

_PAGE POVRTERN

* SPARKS

News from the Flying Squadron at Burtch sin

Burteh Editer—SGT. R. G. McINTYRE

Since Uhe list Lime Burtch notes ap-
pearcd in Sperks we have had te had
good-bye ts Flight Livetenant Corric, oar
SA.0., whe was ported overmns, With
prauine pegrel the ontire station bids
Mr. Carrie good-bye anil brat of lack,
and & safe relym.  Always on Lbe Jeb
twre, weer helpful lo smoolh Lhitigd dial
far all or any ef the boya, be was, in
Alvemens® linge, u real guy. By the way,
did you kraw that he hriped to pul cut
s Gre st Galt whem on his way ‘e
Guelph on clomrenee,  Well, he did,
Good show, Sir!

We welcome Pilst (fleer Garbull o
Burich as our new A0, and hope he
Jikes us nmd will enjoy his stay here
The officer holling dewn the SA.0°%
chie & his atation has never = dull
inament, so many things of infinitc vir-
vty <an, snd de, happen oround this
Flying Squadren thal there is no chases
of the 5A0. growing iote & dignified,
portly old grethmun,

While on the subjrel of poitings =
may ne well bring them bp (v date. W
have traded W.0.2 "ok Cowmn, wha,
bealdon being homd man sround Chese
parte, sl mannged our hockey ieam,
for F.5 =Nl MeNair. At the mom-
eat we don't quite know st what vatre-
curricular setivity Bill shines, but woen
as we know we'lll Ll you! Sgusdeen
Leader Luasder hus taken over the man-
sgement of the Bockey team, so lots of
wine are lookid for,

After being with us for around vight
months our fve New Zealand pliots
have been posted overmas, Dunag their
stay here they made friends all over the
station, and, I'm told, vven ws far morth
s Paris, net 1o mention Bruntlenl. What
ay, Litde Joe? Pak's Sage. Shearer
mod Murray were judt recenlly commis:
soned herv.  Goedbpe snd good hunt.
ing boyw .

Congratalstions to PO, Utterbmek re-
tently commiwmionod, W.02 Maclood
who is new o W.O.I and “Alabams*
Shernll who tebes sround the important
insignis of Plicht Sergeant.

HOCKEY—

The Burtch hockey team, previously
mentioned, has been potting up & swell
show of winaing guotes, and, comsider-
ing the ymall station to draw talest {rom,
In oot peiling ball the support it o=
wrves. Unforlunalely we have fo sports
represcntative o0 Sparks jurt now, end
rot belng expert i bockey matters we
cannet de Justice to the team in this
colama, We 4o, bowever, mik everyons
e buy tekets and sttond the games
The team |s & eredit lo the slation, show
the team you are for it

Flight Licwtenant MeViigh bus tum-
vl Al gvine of maisiensnee over o
Flipht laratonmnt Marshall apd Adr Ops
cotes wnder the commund of Flying )
(Hfleer Alexander, whe toek over from ﬁr
Flignl Licutonnsnt MacLenn, Wi hope I8 @
buth theme wicers will cnjoy thelr sty iy v
a1 Rarich, aad t2 theie prodecramens welb® S0l 4
wish pood-dy- and poel luck.

We rvgeed thal se itk mention hash
‘wa sy madi o this pege of the sphendid
work e ing ddowe on behalf of the pore
onnel here by the Canadian Legios, As

Figure 60. Map showing the straight-line distance from Guelph to Burtch.

— Sparks, October 1941
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Figure 61. Photo of the acrodrome at Burtch, which shows the runways and buildings. —
Library and Archives Canada

Students at Burtch spent their days studying, working and learning the wireless and
telegraph machines as well as flying the planes. Figure 62 illustrates a photo of students in the
wireless and telegraph room. (A room similar to this would have been set up in St. Catharines.)

Figure 63 illustrates a cover from Australia paying the 1d military concessionary rate for
an Australian military person stationed in Australia or the British Empire. The families of the
Australian and New Zealand airmen may not have known what school their family members were
stationed at in Canada so a lot of their mail was addressed to the respective air force headquarters
of the RAAF and the RNZAF in Ottawa. From there the mail was redirected to the appropriate
school. This cover was sent to the RAAF in Ottawa and they redirected it to “4W.S” (No. 4 Wireless
School at Guelph, Ontario). Upon arrival there it was re-directed to “#4 Wireless School Flying
Squadron at Brantford, Ontario”. The cover was censored in Australia and postmarked August 28,
1942, The Guelph back stamp is October 12, 1942.
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Figure 62. Photo of students working and learning in the wireless and telegraph room. —
Library and Archives Canada

OPENED BY GENSOR

OPENED BY CENSOR

dwys ' AR

Figure 63. Australian censored cover to an Australian airman in Canada redirected to No. 4 Wireless School
Flying Squadron at Brantford (Burtch), Ontario.
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mace | oare wmmany or EvenTs

Warteh, Ontaris | 10/Dec/53 | Unlimited ceiling. Tieidbility tem %o fiftesn miles in the foremcon. Baromet
| rapldly. e the 0B00 hr. flight mad up to 1730 hre. Officer's Gommacdiag pareds at OTVS hrs. 3/
Zasster, D70, taspected the Squadron.

11/ea/53 | Ceiling uwalixited. Good weather. Oceasiosall smowflurries. Flew all day. New class of
V.A.0.'s arrived.

12/Sec/3 Good oetling ast visibility in the morntng., Flew Norsemsa ant Yale aireraft at 0615 bre.
Strong warface wind with gaste at 36 m.p.h. Squall at 1M00 hre. Norsesan recalled. Flev from 1500 to
1700 hrs. Station movis asd dance.

13/Dec/%3 Cetling mnd nnuny unlisited, Jow scattersd ssowflurries, Tesp, 5° 7. Flew all day.
Party of section commnders o 1. Catharizes to look over the Station, Men lost Sasintdall gase
ve Y.X.0.A, Score 30.25.

14/Des/s3 Cetling 000 Zest is the morning, Ceiling in the aftemmcon Speintly mltsited.  foow-
flurries. Flew all day. Troop from Hamilton entertaized the Station persopnel. and lunch after
|mich enjoyed by mll preseat. fale 3350 taxied iate Noth 4699 ; mo ome iajured.

15/Dec/43 | | Coiling mnd vistbility wilimited all day, Flew all day, Station Movie at aigat.

16/9ne/53 OATT. fiow Ll tar. 3/0 Hislop oalled ¥.D.'s together and forvarded the order (s siv-|
11ian dreases for New Te Dacs). Basketball gases ¥.D. tean lost to Resideats 21-5 1.C.A.F. teas

I... ess.

17/Dec/%3 Haxy, strong wisde. Unlimited osiling. Fiew all day, Ousts up to 38 m.p.h. Officer's

|Gomsmsting parade. 8/L lussier inspected the Squadron, TYery cold. Sergeasts held very aice Xaas Duace

1n their Mess.

18/Dec/3 Eaxy, celling 12002500 feet. Vieibility 2-3 miles. Yiew all day.

19/Dec/%3 | Sedling 1000180 foed, Vit vory sheont., Fiev in the meraing. Veshed out ot 1200, %o
flying 1a She p.w. Siation morie and dance in the Alrmen's aateen.

20/Des/s3 Hockey gamei Bass ve. Bo. 5 S.1.1.8 Lost S Viady vith mov sesalls forecast. Tiow|
1300 kre, Saaked owt a4 1530 bra.  Streag visk |

Figure 64. War diary page with the first reference of St. Catharines.*

The first reference regarding St. Catharines in the war diary occurs on December 13, 1943,
Figure 64:

“Party of section commanders flew to St. Catharines to look over the station.”

Figure 50 showed the letter from the RCAF to the Commanding Officer of No. 4 Wireless
School advising him that a movement order is in place for the transfer of No. 4 W.S.E.S. from
Burtch to the facility of the previous No. 9 E.F.T.S. at St. Catharines. The first indication of
personnel transferring from Burtch to St. Catharines was in the entry of January 27, 1944 in the
war diary, Figure 65.

The Women’s Division first appeared at St. Catharines on February 11 and 12 as indicated
in the entry of the war diary. February 13, 1944 has the first entry indicating that No. 4 W.S.F.S.
was now established at St. Catharines, Figure 66. On the same page on February 16 “Senior
N.C.O.s and Officers moved into their new quarters today and seem to be quite pleased about
them.”

Figure 67 exhibits a cover posted by a member of No. 4 W.S.E.S. on October 15, 1944 to
Lansing, Ontario.

sEcrer @
ok No 3.
DAILY DIARY
APPRNDIX *A% #
OF ... No. s Wiraless School. Flying Squadron, B.0.A.T...
o on romTION
PLacE oare Time sumMARY OF EVENTS R
Burtch, Ontario 23/3an/u4 Clearing towards noon. Flew all day, Church Parade at 0900 hours,
24/Jan/44 Ceiling unlimited, flew all day, Show "Watch on the Ehine" at the Airmen's Canteen.
=7 25/Jen/¥4 Bain, freezing on surface, washed in 1310 hours, flew all afternoon.
© 26/Jan/u4 Yery basy, flew all day.
27/3an/u4 Rain and Mnh vamuny poor, washed out all day, 7.0, Prud'homme, 5.A, - 020747,
DAL, vietted ihe Rasion Training Gommand. Firet party of airmen vent to St.0atharizes,
he party consisted of Firemen, urm‘aur- Guards. Bingo in the Airmen's Canteen,
29/7an/M4 low ceiling, flying washed in at 0930 hours. Oonditions improved, flew rest of day.
28/7an/u4 Tog until 1600 hours. Flying washed in at 1600 hours flew until 1800 hours, Burtch
icmen slaret Resine 1x. e onelcimy abiank foskmita, 1y e s yell DNSERY oans aad. Wy aenre e
atie 4 0.C,'s Parade at 0800 hours, 8/L Lussier inspected
30/Jan /44 nh‘ hpuvu in afternoon, flew all day. Church Parade at 0900 hours.
PR R i g
31/Jan/¥h o Flying washed in at 0800 hours, Snow storm came on suddenly at 1000 hours, Flying
washed out all day.
TOTAL NONTHLY FLYING HOURS: 3906 HOURS: 20 MINUTES
% ) " L 'ﬂ ,«-
i i 3 (0,6, Williams) Group Paptein,
] Commanding Officer,
I 2 Yo, b Wizeloss School, R.0.A.F.,
b . |

Figure 65. War diary page making the first reference of personnel transferring
from Burtch to St. Catharines.*
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sumMARY oF EVENTS
Burtch, Oat, 10/7en/Ws Saowflwrries. Visibility 10 miles or betber. Flev all day.

11/re0/W4 vashed out,  Snowstorm vith lots of enow on the rumays. . Bond (Vomen!,
1sion) and 3 W.D.'s with 3 Vorks & airmen to 8t. Catharines. - ¢ 4

12/Tev /N4 " o fiying. leu'ﬁnﬁﬂ-mﬁ-n-‘-h}-ﬁct;‘amm

2

8t.Catharines, 13/Teb/M 60 W.A.G.'s arrived from Gudlph today. Also all aireraft vere flown down ‘from Burteh.

Veathor was 0.X, for flying.

14/%eb/HY Flew until 1630 hours. Flying washed out at that $ime on account of heavy ssow. The |
station 1s very busy trying to get organized. |

15/7eb /il Tlying vashed out at 1500 hours after flying all moraing and afterncon wp to that time.
e vashout was not s0 mich on account of the stormy veather but becanse of the high vind
in drifts on the rumvays. A dance was held 1n one of the rooms in the Admin. Duilding and although met
very well attended was enjoyed by the ones who were >

16/Ten/uh Tlev all day from 0800 hours to 1930 hours. Little bit of hase, but vieibility was any- |

vhere from ome to three miles. Oeiling pretty good, wind light and varisble, Senior N.0.0.'s ant
moved into their new quarters today and seem fo be quite pleased about them. Practically all the Statien|is
% 8%, Oatharines nov with the exception of a few men.

mwec o |- 17/ Ren Wy Eigh overeast all day long, itle Bt of hase. Vieibility 3.5 miles in hase. Flewall
at Burtch to find Stati

day. The persomnel who sh moving; also arrived % 8%, Catharimes today.
entertainment consisted of bingo with prises. e .
18/Teb/uk ¥o fiying. Heavy snowfall night Defore. Suow ploughs very busy cleaning off rumways.
Vory high wind 35-40 miles n.ﬂ“m.wmmlmmmn.:t!nﬁ"m.
19/Ten/4h. Good weather, flev all day, 1 %
| *J

Figure 66. War diary entries for February 11 and 12 mention the first appearance
of the Women'’s Division at St. Catharines, and also the first entry under St.
Catharines indicating that senior N.C.O.’s and officers have moved in.*

Figure 67 . Cover posted by a member of No. 4 WSFS at St. Catharines, October 15, 1944 to Lansing, Ontario.
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As mentioned earlier, the Relief Landing Field for No. 9 E.F.T.S. was located at Willoughby,
Figure 68 illustrates RCAF orders to the CO. of No. 4 WS, that he is responsible for the care and
maintenance of the property until its disposal.

For the 13 months when No. 4 W.S.F.S. was at St. Catharines, a good proportion of trainees
were undergoing instructions to become WAGs as indicated by the chart Figure 69.6

p. M pevume usts v )
/

MOVIMENT CHDER 7

| . MOVEMENT OF 4 WS FLYINO TO ST, CATHARINES

1. After pars. 7 - Acoommodation

! IMERT: New para: 6 ad followss«

-
8. The 0Q 4 WS, ie to be responsible for the eare and
miintenance of the Relief landing Meld %t Willioughby for and om
behalf of DM (Alr) Properties pending its disposa). This field was
deolared surplus tosRCOAFP requiresents effeative 9 May/d4."

B 2./ RENOMERR: Pormer paras. § to 11 accordingly.

3 ACKNONLEDOE. .
7 : [
et T TP
| ’ for S
iy & DISPRIBUPION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ADMINISYRLTIVE INSTOCTION § s -

. . e 4 i J
S i 4 s 4 L

Figure 68. RCAF orders to the CO of NO. 4 WS that he is responsible for
the care and maintenance of the Relief Landing Field at Willoughby until its
disposal.*

No. 4 Wireless School Flying Squadron Monthly Activity 1944 - 1945

Flying Time
L Month | Personnel (hours) _
January | 400 3,906
February | 400| 3,680
:Marl:h ; 390 4,152
April 400 4,642
May __ 525 4,257
June | 593 4,155
July ; 525 4,200
August ' 443 4316
September | 379, 4,026
October f. 364 4,013
November | 375 3,128
December 7 400 908
January 1945 ' 54 0

Figure 69. Chart showing flying time of the trainees at No. 4 W.S.F.S., St. Catharines.®
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There were three types of planes used for training purposes at No. 4 W.S.E.S.: the Menasco
Moth (a bi-plane), Figure 70, The North American Harvard, Figure 71, and the North American
Yale, Figure 72. These planes were all equipped with wireless sets and a student had to learn how
to send wireless messages while performing air flight duties. Also, the students were trained in the
Link Trainer, displayed as Figure 73.

Figure 70. Menasco Moth. — photo courtesy Government of Canada, RCAF

Figure 71. North American Harvard. — photo courtesy Canadian Museum of
Flight

Figure 72. North American Yale. — photo courtesy Canadian War Plane
Heritage Museum
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Figure 73. The blue Link trainer and it’s instrument panel. — photo courtesy Canadian Museum of Flight

F 43 EN 1 A ) (19 g ——rtl T
i-i‘.:'_;_ S 8 SY S FIIES ;t‘,;, ',VA.:"J',vﬁ"'..Of,
QRCAN]IZATION ORLER €52 RATR: 28 Novembeg M04
£ DISBANDMENT OF 4 WIRBLESS SCHOOL, QUSLPH, ONT.
1. Furme. 8 . Eatablishmont
DELE®: Existing para. 6 ln tete
INSERT: New pare. 6 s=a follows:
6. The sotablishments for 4 W3 and 4 Wirelsas Sohool
; Plying Squadron are to Lo oixncslled effestivs Indagfes.t ~
3. ACKNCWLEDGE..
4 14
v P
{P. 5. WooALl) ANV/N
/1 for CAS

DISZRIBUTION IN ACCORLMNCE "ITH AL 6

Figure 74. Order informing No. 4 W.S.F.S of the disbanding of the school effective January
12,1945

Orders had been written on November 20, 1944 regarding the disbandment of No. 4
Wireless School and the Flying Squadron on January 12, 1945, Figure 74.

January 13, 1945 was a dark day in the history of the RCAF in St. Catharines, Figure 75
illustrates the war diary page with the final entry reading:
“Today 1is the last day of official existence for No. 4 W.S.F.Sqdn., St. Catharines. From now on,
according to official record, we are disbanded.”

Special Equipment Handling Unit (S.E.H.U.)

With the notice in November 1944 of the closure of No. 4 W.S.F.S. on January 13, 1945, the RCAF
began removing all military equipment, weapons, literature and anything pertaining to the RCAF.
All that was left was non-essential goods. These non-essential goods were to be disposed of by
public sale and an RCAF team was brought in to record the goods, the quantity and the sale price.
This team was referred to as the Special Equipment Handling Unit. Figure 76 exhibits a cover from
a member of this dispersal team on a Canadian Legion War Services envelope cover posted at St.
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F. @ oo oo @ |

e
R :
e prr—
e e Ty DAILY DIARY
TRATIE Cmotn A B : o
(UNIT OR FORMATION, ¥o. 4 Wireless Sshool Flylag Squadres, RCAP.
e oure | ssnnr or mvmers g
St. Catbarines, Ontarie = 10/Jen/es Most of the psrsounsl have now left for their new Units, although

|W. & B., Bquipment, part of Msiztecance and Headquarters #taffs etill resais, Iweaty-slx
| more alreraft were flam to Mount Hepe today.

11/dan/as Our last D.R.O. was completed today and all persomnsl are mow on the
strength of Units to vhich they have besn posted. Hemminder of the aireraft were flows te
Noust Hops.

12/dan/es Teday ie the last day of official existamce for No. 4 W.3.F.Bgdn.,
8%, Oatharies. From now om, ascording to offisial record, we are distanded,

| %’ L G-i-—-v R

E | #" (Dadake Cairns, r,

: ] /....... S |
L ' b J j Fweiph, Outario. i J
Figure 75. The final entry in the war diary, stating the No. 4 W.S.F.Sqdn had
been disbanded.*

"SEASON’S GREETINGS”

Dy

WAR SERVICES

b

Figure 76. Canadian Legion War Services cover posted at St. Catharines, January 1, 1945 from a member of the
S.E.H.U. to St. Thomas.

Catharines, January 1, 1945 to St. Thomas. On the reverse is “R18534 Sgt. Lortie”, which indicates
he was involved at the base at this date, and a member of the S.E.H.U.

Figure 77 shows a cover posted from overseas, postmarked March 27, 1945 and addressed
to Corporal Gwynn Dawson, of the Women’s Division at #4 B&GS, MPO 103, Fingal, Ont.,
redirected to St. Catharines S.E.H.U., then redirected to Uplands at Ottawa. There is a St. Catharines
machine marking on the back dated May 1, 1945 and a receiving postmark of Uplands M.P.O. 307
on May 3, 1945.
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Figure 77. Cover posted from overseas to a member of the Women’s Division at No 4 B&GS, Fingal, Ont.
Redirected to the S.E.H.U. at St. Catharines, and further re-directed to Uplands at Ottawa.

Figure 78 illustrates a YMCA cover posted at St. Catharines on May 2, 1945 sent by Sgt.
Lortie to St. Thomas, a month before the auction of the goods.

On June 6, 1945, a public auction of war surplus goods was held at the former No. 4 W.S.F.S.,
where more than 4,000 people attended. Sold were a wide variety of previously-owned surplus
army and air force material and furnishings, such as tents, mattresses, tables, chairs, blankets, cots,
beds, cookware and anything of non-military importance which was not wanted. [Ed note: the
army had personnel stationed here because they provided guard and security services.] A photo of
the auction is displayed as Figure 79.

With the RCAF now gone, the lands and buildings were returned to the City of St. Catharines
and the St. Catharines Flying Club.

N LA
=
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More than 4,000 persons yesterday at-
tended the first public auction of surplus
war goods to be held in Canada. It took |
place at the former No. 4 WSFS, |
R.C.AF. station at St, Catharines. A wide ' cash. ¢

variety of army and air force furnishings
and equipment ‘brought good prices.
Above, a section of the erowd is shown
as the price for chairs is bid up to $1.00
—Staff Photo, Standard Engraving

Figure 79. Photograph of the auction that had taken place at the former W.S.F.S. —
The St. Catharines Standard, June 7, 1945, photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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Sgt. Carl Finney Marsh

Initially when seeing Figure 10. I had wondered what the connection between Carl Marsh and No.
9 E.F.T.S. may have been. With the help of Jim Doherty of the Niagara Military Museum we were
able to find information about him and his service record, this enables me to tell his story here.

Carl Finney Marsh was born on April 8, 1920 on Pilley’s
Island, Newfoundland. His family later moved to Montreal,
Quebec. With the outbreak of WWII, Carl enlisted with the
RCAF on March 27, 1940, Figure 80. Marsh entered training
at Trenton, Ontario on March 20, 1940, then went to No. 1
Initial Training School in Toronto and then to No. 9 E.F.T.S.
at St. Catharines, hence the No. 9 connection. While at No. 9
E.F.T.S. he did rather well in his elementary training, as stated
in his evaluation (Figure 81).

From No. 9 he went to No. 1A Manning Depot at Picton,
then to No. 6 S.F.T.S. at Dunnville, where he received the rank
of Sgt. and his pilot’s badge, as stated in his military record of
service (Figure 82).

Photo of Sgt. G. F. Marsh’

PART II
ELEMENTARY TRAINING

.ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE Y. Nosuiphiss Blmentary Fiying Traiing Sehos. - Course N

CuAnUErU TEIeINL DU Les

ATTESTATION PAPER FLYING TRAINING
2. Flying Time:—
3 e MARSH

1. Surname..... . Aircratt Duat - Solo Passenger Total Link Trainer
2. Christian Names .. Carl Finney
3. Present address 4488 Adam St., Montreal, Que. o RENORL TR, | 282300 28148 nil alaaBO4B 8100
4. Date olbirth . April 8th, 1920 N\-\@ 3. Results of Flying Tests:—20 hour.....gg 7.« % 50 ouT...q7 g% InStr. FIy.......66. T
5. Place of birth . Newfoundland _ Pilley's Island . _ .. ... 4. Abilty'as a Pilot 5 i S Rl

Couniry) (County or Province) (Tawn or Townshin) SRR o S8 Akt -
. Religion (state denomination)... 521vation Army 6. Remarks on Flying Progress and points which require special considerati e

$imid.when.dod but.a.feir. inst: +.pilot....Shauld. he &..good

6.
7. Trade or Calling... . None. .

8. Married, Widower or Single... Single

9. Name of next of kin......Mr. William Themas liarsh

ilct

10. Relationship. - Father :
11.  Address of next of kin. 4488 Adam 5t,, Montreal, Que, ) Chicf Fiying Instrucior”
12. Have you served in any Naval, Military or Air Fotce?... Jo 4 Date..........17m2n4 L u..coorcri,

13. If previous war service, state arm, force and regimental particulars . Nil GROUND, TRAINING

Marks i Marks
14, Do you now belong to or have you served in the Royal Canadian Air Force, Obtained arks; | Obtained)

Permanent or Auxiliaryi¥o e z b 138 Th. of Flight
. A 200|126 | Al 103
" - Aero Engir 200 108. Arm. (Oral). 1850..
(Give unit and date of attestation) S cer
o senate P s .80 Quis s an{RRET 160
DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION Maximum Marks 1350. Marks Obtained........889..... Percent 88.5. Pass or Fail....ZE.P.......
¥ Position in Class........48w.... No.in Class.... 30 ...
j (e Carl Finney MARSH o S A do solemnly
declare that the above particulars are true, and I hereby engage to serve on active 8. Commissioned Rank (s uitable or unsuitable). itabl
service anywhere in Canada, and also heyond Canada and overseas, in the Royal 9. General Remarks (Ability, Conduct, etc.).......Ab11ity. = average,..condnet. = good.... This. Alrpan

Canadian Air Force, for the duration of the present war, and for the period of
demobilization thereaiter, and in any event for a period of not less than one year,
provided His Majesty should so long require my services.

20004 torial
Date......21=3=40. ... j W ;
(Sigmaghre of recruit)

Figure 80. Attestation paper of Carl Marsh when he e ¢
enlisted int the RCAF.? e PR £ o 1 bacning bt it

Xod. hard,..and. mad 1lent.showing.in.his.flying,.heingim. about. average

d.subjects.,...He. i ke 4. well.d and..should. b

(7z;. Ehhs Moutenant o

Commanding Oficer

Figure 81. Training evaluation of Carl Marsh while
atNo 9. EFT.S3
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REGORD OF

8

14

FEn B, PN .
R 54026 Tomporary Sox sownt (1) Tiarsh, Card, Finey Ao Eﬁmzntthe ﬁnmg
ELACE & DATE OF BIRTH €10 VICTORIA AVE.
Piiloy'n Isiond, lowfoundlends Gbh April, 1920e Brandon, Manitobn
PHONE 3991

PLACE & DATE OF SNLISTUT
Sontreal, Quen 270h llaveh, 1940 March 18th 1949
REVIOUS SERVICE
Ni. Wing Commander Gunn

Ottawa.

EDUCATION
T Yoar M gh School (Montronl)

Dear sir;-

POSTINGS Re: Sgt. C.F. Marsh, R64825

= Reoruits Traiming Squadron, Trenton 20elinre40
No. 1 1 The above Airmen (my son ) was reported "Missing" on
Hog 9 B Ste Catharinos
Hox I diebey Mssen January 25th, 1942, and presumed dead March 22nd 1946. nis
lios 6 5, Sop Dunnvillo
Hos 1 Mi* Depob Nalifex

1 u already have on file in your Records. A
Depot: Halifax to RAF Trainaes Fool, Ovorsons fsomas iontgo 7 £

59 0,11 recent newspaper article in reference to the work of searching
o TolUo

265 Squadron
17 Sguadron
issing

for missing men has moved me to offer some other information

which may be of interest if you have not previously had it on
RAIK « Reclassifications and Appointments
AC: feliytens

Tecord.

‘;ﬁé ;r;e\x;‘rm Flight-Lt. Nicholas Welch, the Acting Commanding Officer of

?(mz: (reﬂfmm”ed) Hasherell Squadron 232 operating from Seletah , Singapore at the time

Sgbo  l6etayedl

wrote thud;- "He was flying a Hurricane II B, No BE-641 ".
PAY © Remus ’
B - oA e T W/0. Porter 128029 of S. Devon, England, writes;-
Advorew "g" 2BeNoywd0
hiyman Pilot "8.G." 16=Hay=al "The Japanese bombers would fly over Singapore Island either
from the N.E. or N.W., position their targets, make a complete
SERVICE COURSLS turn either to the S.E. or S.W. of the island, and come in on
Pupid Pilot Yourse 63065 Pass 8leFebe=dl their bombing run. Our orders were to attack them over the sea
Pupil Pilob Co.ree 828 7l ¥ Poop 1G-May=4l when they made their turn prior to their bombing run..... it was
after a raid like this on January 25th, that Finney £ailed to
HONOURS & AVARDS retuUrNecscecess as we were operating over the sea it was presumed
PIIot"s Fiylng Nadge  16etaywsl that he must have been hit and gone straight in".
FUNLSIRITS Our address at that time wes 4488 Adam Street, Montreal. I
B
I crave your pardon sir, if this information is useless to your
DATEs 18 Ty 1945 CERTIFTED T

Dept. but if there is a searching team in that area,it may be of

some interest.

Yours very sincerely,\ w /,: j};{_axw/ /,

Figure 82. Marsh’s RCAF Record of Service listing ~ Figure 83. A 1949 letter from the father of Carl Marsh to a
the various schools and placements.? Wing Commander Gunn in Ottawa, describing information
that he received detailing his son’s disappearance.?

Upon receiving his Sgt. rank and pilot’s badge, he went to the United Kingdom, where
he trained to be a fighter pilot. After his training in the United Kingdom, he was transferred to
Squadron 232 operating from Seletah air base in Singapore. During the Air Battle of Singapore he
was shot down on January 25, 1942. An account of the action which took place is described in a
1949 letter (Figure 83).

As his body was never recovered, his name is listed on the Singapore Memorial which
stands in the Kranji War Cemetery (Figure 84).

Figure 84. A photo of the Singapore
Memorial that lists the names of
over 24,000 soldiers and airmen

of the British Commonwealth and
Empire who lost their lives during
the south and eastern Asia conflicts
and have no grave. — photo courtesy
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission




Photo of Flight Lieutenant

Flight Lieutenant Gordon Arthur Kidder

Gordon Arthur Kidder

o

On December 9, 1914, a son Gordon Arthur was born to Arthur
Garfield Kidder and Ethel May Kidder, of Barnsdale St. in St.
Catharines, Ontario.

Gordon attended school in St. Catharines and went to the
University of Toronto, where he earned a B.A. in modern
languages. Later he completed his masters degree in the German
language at John Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland.

With the outbreak of war in 1939, Gordon enlisted in the
RCAF on January 8, 1941, as exhibited on Air Crew Enlistment
Agreement, Figure 85.

Kidder originally requested to be an Air Observer. His
request was denied and he was sent to No. 11 E.F.T.S. at Cap de
la Madeleine, P.Q., where it was deemed he would not make a
suitable pilot. His training at No. 11 was terminated on July 4,
1941. In September 1941 he reported to No. 1 Air Observation

School at Malton, Ontario and was there until December 1941.
Upon passing this course, he went to No. 1 Bombing and Gunnery
School at Jarvis, Ontario from December 1941 to January 1942

and passed the course there. His next school
™ was No. 2 Air Navigational School at Pennfield
Ridge, New Brunswick from January 1942 to
February 1942. On August 14, 1942, he reported
to 156 Squadron at Alconbury RAF, joining No.
8 Group RAF, flying Wellingtons and became
one of the original members of the Pathfinders.
| Figure 86 exhibits the front of his RCAF Record
of Service card showing the various courses he
passed.

On October 13, 1942, the Wellington bomber
which he was in, was shot down and he was
reported missing. On November 19, 1942 the
family received word that Gordon was being
held as a POW and on February 5, 1943, a
message was received from the International

Red Cross in Switzerland that Kidder was was
being held at Stalag Luft Three. Stalag Luft III

e 80 was located at Sagan, Poland (Polish spelling

is Zagan). This camp was for captured air force

Figure 85. Air Crew Enlistment Agreement indicating

Gordon’s agreement to join the RCAF. — Library
and Archives Canada, RG24, Volume 27901 Service
Number J10177
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SERVICE ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE ‘

NUMEER ... ¢/O/ 27 RECORD OF SERVICE ‘

1. RANK DATE I 2. CHRISTIAN NAMES | 3. SURNAME 4. DECORATIONS

ol [ -l Fa oo AoFAvn 1 T o00ER
SrTYFE AND DATE OF COMMISSION 6. BRANCH 7. DATE OF BIRTH | 8. RELIGION |
% -
| Sweec re-2-va il < 7/{. |
| | DATE OF EXPIRY 9‘ s2-rY
9. SERVICE MACHINES FLOWN 10. T PE ON WHICH MOST PROFICIENT. (IF UNDER INsTRuUC- | 11. IF MARRIED: | 12. MEDICAL CAT-
h{ Nums HOURS FLow! EA DATE EGORY |
....... Passen.)
p— .
.‘/eer Sfrace & 30 ro %
13. Pt \ND D, OF LAST M:

14. QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDING SPECIALIST COURSES AND RESULTS OF PRQMO]’ION EXAMKNATIONS
SusJECT UNIT FROM __RESULT AND PERCENTAGE MARKS

A/,o V/f‘pr/-»' (O ‘/ ~# 0S5 2’/-? X2 ,‘94( 2 /aw-a(
Y BES Lec.srrv 7P¥s —
/Vm;af Z; *, S |PE TV A{/?y‘ e

15. PERMANENT ADDRESS

16. NEXTOF KIN, RELATIONSHIP Ao ADDRESS| 17. NAME AND AD) S OF PERSON TO BE
OTIFIED IN CASE OF CASUALTY

p

7 I o

ed

10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17 & 20 TO BE KEPT IN PENCIL

Figure 86. Front of Kidder’s RCAF Record of Service card which mentions the
various courses he had passed. — Library and Archives Canada, RG24, Volume
27901 Service Number J10177

personnel, originally for allied British and Commonwealth air crews, but later extended to U.S. Air
personnel. This was also a camp in which captured escapees from other camps were brought at the
time as it was deemed to be escape proof by the Nazi’s

While he was in Stalag Luft III, plans were under way for a large prisoner escape which
involved the digging of tunnels under the camp through to a wooded area. Kidder became involved
with the plans as he was fluent in German and began teaching the potential escapees the German
language. Those who were selected to escape were of various nationalities and could speak English
plus at least one other language as it was felt those that were linguists stood a better chance of
success to freedom.

On March 25, 1944 the escape plan went into effect, with 76 officers of the RAF and RCAF
able to escape before the alarm was sounded. The original plan was for over 200 officers to make
their escape, but the calculation in the tunnel length left it far short of the woods and when they
surfaced they were in open space. Kidder and Squadron Leader Thomas Graham-Kirby Green
(RAF) were able to make it to Zlin, Czechosolvakia, where they were captured by the Gestapo.
When Adolph Hitler received reports of the escape, he ordered the Gestapo to execute 50 of the
76 as a punishment and warnings to the others throughout the POW camps. The German High
Command order was referred to as the Sagan Order. Of the 50 executed officers, 6 were Canadian as
displayed in the telegram illustrated as Figure 87. The bodies of those executed were cremated and
their ashes were brought to Stalag Luft III, where they were interned in a ceremony on December
4, 1944. The ashes were later exhumed and reburied in the military cemetery at Poznan, Poland.

A copy of the RCAF Death Certificate is shown as Figure 88. A memorial erected at Sagan,
Poland is shown as Figure 89 listing the names of those executed by the Gestapo.
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RECEIVED THROUGH THE PROTECTING «e+iCORRUPTssess TO ESCAPE ON THE 25
MARCH 1544, THE AIR COUNCIL EXPRESS THEIR PROFOUND SYMPATHY. LETTER
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ESCAPE OF 76 OFFICERS ON 25MARCH 1544 FROM STALAGLUFT THREE.
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CAN C1631 F/L PW LANGFORD CAN J 3312 F/L GE MCGILL

CAN J6144 F/L JC WERNHAM CAN J7234 F/0 GV WILEY

OF THES 76 OFFICERS, 47 WERE KILLED 15 WERE RECAPTURED ANS 14 ARE
REPORTED TO BE STILL AT LARGE. NO RCAF PERSONNEL ARE INLUDED IN THOSE
REPORTED AT LARGE, NEXT OF KIN OF RAF PERSONNEL ARE BEING INFORMED AS
FOLLOWS= QUOTE DEEPLY REGRET TO ADVISE YOU THAT ACCORDING TO INFORMATION

Figure 87. Telegram notice which lists the six Canadian RCAF personnel who were executed by the Gestapo for
their escape from Stalag Luft II1. — Library and Archives Canada, RG24, Volume 27901 Service Number J10177
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Figure 89. Photo of the memorial at Sagan, Poland in memory of those executed by
the Gestapo.
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RCAF Personnel
from St. Catharines
in POW Camps’

The following is a list of RCAF personnel who were held as POWs from September 1939 to
December 1944. It was obtained from the RCAF Association Prisoner of War website. This listing
has the home towns/cities of the individuals. Those men indicated as being from St. Catharines are
reproduced below. No POW camp information is provided.

Avery, H.F. F/L. J1315. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Birchall, L.J. S/L 0775. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Church, T.H.L. F/O J10062. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Dywan, J. FS R84487. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Foster, G.R. FS R77140. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Foulser, J.D. WO 614117. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Hare, H.E. F/O J18689. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Kidder, G.A. F/L J10177. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Page, C.R. WO2 R114415. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Smith, G.B. Ft L. J18103. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Thomas, D.F. P/O J19117. From Merritton, Ontario
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They Never Came Home

The names of members of the RCAF who came from St. Catharines and sacrificed their lives so
that we may live in freedom are listed below. The list is printed here with the permission of the
Mayholme Foundation, from their publication They Did Not Return, Honouring St. Catharines’
War Dead, WWII: 1939-1945, Korea: 1950-1953, Afghanistan: 2009, written by Brian Tipps.'®

The names are listed as they appear in the above publication and the dates given are the
recorded dates of their death.

The abbreviation “LAC” is short for Leading Aircraftman.

Drury, William Henry, Squadron Leader, C1265, January 5, 1942
Brennan, Edward Michael, Sergeant, R66124, October 15, 1941
Johnston, Clarence Arthur, Flight Sergeant, R275157, May 29, 1944
MacDonald, Ernest Mills, Pilot Officer, C22654, April 22, 1943

Moyer, John Ernest, Flying Officer, 136677, April 25, 1944

Watson, Raymond, Aircraftsman, R165833, October 14, 1942

Spencer, George R., Flying Officer, J38724, December 23, 1944

Fleming, Marshall Douglas, LAC, R122618, November 3, 1942

Gibson, Arthur Gordon Bertley, Flight Sergeant, R75979, December 5, 1942
Martin, Roy Alfred, Flight Sergeant, October 14, 1942

Morgan, Charles Harold, LAC, R52650, November 22, 1940

North Everard Barrington, Warrant Officer, R64239, December 14, 1942
Watt, Robert Samuel, LAC, R52694, November 19, 1940

Bolton, Lawrence Herbert, LAC, R72304, Died May 24, 1941

Hubbert, John Monteith, Flight Sergeant, R66086, April 23, 1942
Beattie. George William, Corporal, R131119, July 21, 1945

Chittenden, Walter John, Flying Officer, J§7179, R84072, March 29, 1945
Harrison, Robert Roy, Flying Officer, J25864, October 13, 1945

Smith, Ellwood Oscar, Flying Officer, 235445, August 26, 1944
Robinson, Harold James, Sergeant, R66338, December 13, 1941

Ives, Robert Owen Gregory, Flight Sergeant, R161444, July 17, 1944
Taylor, Robert William, Warrant Officer [, R115283, February 24, 1944
Munro, John Oswald, Flight Sergeant, R125923, April 19, 1943

Brookes, Robert George, Warrant Officer I, R723388, November 30, 1942
Boardman, Leonard, Sergeant, R§9500, March 4, 1945

Lovett, Charles Edward, Sergeant, R208139, April 15, 1944

Holmes, Leonard Lawrence, Flight Lieutenant, C8066, October 17, 1943

Coombs, John Elliott, Sergeant, R194389, October 12, 1942
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Gillies, Alexander Scott, Sergeant, R200515, March 30, 1944

MacDonald, Ronald Edwin, Flight Sergeant, R131442, June 19, 1943
Trueman, Harry George, Flying Officer, J25122, January 31, 1944

Pearce, Clarence Walter, Pilot Officer, J27424, January 30, 1944
Kempling, Russell Joseph, Sergeant, R66089, July 20, 1941

Woodman, Douglas Albert, Sergeant, R60047, October 24, 1941

Shonk, Kenneth Lindsay, Sergeant Pilot, R66160, July 7, 1941

Hilton, William DeVeaux Woodruff, Flight Lieutenant, C1626, July 23, 1942
Malcolm, Douglas Burton St. John, Sergeant, R84388, August 4, 1942
Kester, Noel Thomas, R170747, May 26, 1944

Watt, Thomas Fair, Pilot Officer, J15347, June 10, 1942

Ashburner, Leslie, Flying Officer, J7623, April 23, 1943

Briggs-Jude, Robert William, Sergeant, R§9802, September 1, 1943
Bulanda, Joseph Peter, Pilot Officer, J17591, October 11, 1942

Challes, John Thomas Irvine, Flying Officer, December 18, 1939
Cookson, William Remington, Flight Sergeant, R269387, February 23, 1945
Corman, John, Warrant Officer II, R195967, March 3, 1945

Cromb, Ian Taylor, Flying Officer, J38172, September 23, 1944

Davey, Harvey Gordon, Pilot Officer, J87894 R200501, August 13, 1944
Grover, Henry Arthur, Flight Sergeant, R84043, November 10, 1942
Halsey, Alan Leonard, Flight Sergeant, R52691, September 7, 1941
Harman , Frank Albert, Flying Officer, J15655, August 24, 1943

Hokan, Junius Lyman Edward, Flying Officer, J6833, September 26, 1942
Horne, William Robert Lynden, Pilot Officer, C22763, June 27, 1943
Lister, John Ernest, Flying Officer, J4706, February 12, 1942

Monk, Ernest Wellington, Flying Officer, J26848, July 25, 1944

Ross, Herbert John, Pilot Officer, J16873, March 30, 1943

Yacko, John Frederick, Flight Sergeant, R256200, August 23, 1944

Fox, Howard William George, Pilot Officer, J§89053 R200720, June 24, 1944
Horner, Douglas Carter, Pilot Officer, J17468, June 20, 1943

Todd, Elvin George, Pilot Officer, J8§7145 R186495, June 13, 1944

Wilson, Harry William, Pilot Officer, J95261 R84398, June 13, 1944
Bromley, Roger Arthur, Flight Lieutenant, J11565, June 19, 1944

Elphick, James Douglas, Flying Officer, J28195 R109000, July 8, 1944
Forest, Ivor Russell, Pilot Officer, J19992, October 22, 1943

Ash, George Henry, Flight Lieutenant, R129520, November 27, 1944

59



Preston, Suart Marvin, Flying Officer, J25123, May 13, 1944

Vigor, Edmond, Arthur, Pilot Officer, J185758, April 28, 1944

McGrath, Bernard Arthur, Flight Sergeant, R89516, September 3, 1942
Obson, Gordon Leonard, Sergeant, R66161, August 17, 1941

Garriock, Henry Lloyd, Flying Officer, J19068, March 15, 1945

Campbell, James Bertrand, Sergeant, R88552, August 1, 1942

Morgan, Rhys Hallam, Warrant Officer II, R66350, September 2, 1942
McLaughlin, Burton, Pilot Officer, J92133 R156853, August 17, 1944
Kidder, Gordon Arthur, Flight Lieutenant, J10177, March 25, 1944

Burne, Peter Harold, Flying Officer, J88797, February 22, 1945

Hubbard, Vincent John, Flying Officer, J29683, July 29, 1944

Morrison, Dugald, Flying Officer, J28151, July 29, 1944

Spencer, Francis Arthur, Flight Sergeant, R139365, December 29, 1943
Everest, Dennis, Sergeant, R173859, September 22, 1943

Sterns, William Meredith, Flight Lieutenant, 5306, February 22, 1944
Preston, Arthur Wallace, Flight Sergeant, R281135, March 15, 1945

Aiken, David, Pilot Officer, J18207 R66206, June 26, 1943

Davey, Jim Boyce, Flight Sergeant, R224874, February 21, 1945

Lundy, Harvey William, Flight Sergeant, R66181, April 2, 1943

Windibank, Frank Richard, Flight Sergeant, R103246, May 14, 1943
Pickering, William Vincent, Flight Sergeant, R98484, July 30, 1942

Fisk, George Charles, Flight Sergeant, R66159, April 9, 1942

Brown, John Wesley, Sergeant, R66299, January 11, 1942

Cleland, Calder Leper, Pilot Officer, J19406 R72066, July 3, 1943

Oliver, John Henry (Jack), Warrant Officer Second Class, R80486, March 10, 1943
Fitzgerald, John Bernard, Flying Officer, J25844, September 16, 1944
Schurr, Donald Dean, Pilot Officer, J95434 R173889, June 7, 1945

Gilroy, Kenneth Andrew, Warrant Officer Second Class, R84090, June 22, 1944
Christie, Burton Roxbourough, Pilot Officer, J88718 R103278, June 19, 1944
Storkey, Gordon John, Pilot Officer, J95041, January 4, 1945
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