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PREFACE
At the outbreak of World War Two, it became apparent to the British Government that they would be 
unable to train pilots and air crew in the United Kingdom. The British turned to the Commonwealth 
Nations to assist them in the training of these air personnel, a big asset in turning the tide of war to 
the allied cause. Training schools were opened throughout the Commonwealth with Canada having 
the largest number of training schools. In Canada this training process became known as the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) and involved the training of Canadians, Australians, 
New Zealanders, and Americans as well as personnel from overrun European countries.
	 Training schools were formed in the cities as well as many small towns throughout Canada 
that had flying clubs. These flying clubs were the backbone of the BCATP as they had the facilities, 
the trained pilots and the mechanical staff to service the planes.
	 A lot of information is known about the BCATP, but very little has appeared in print 
regarding a town or city and the contribution of its citizens to this vast story of keeping the United 
Kingdom alive so the allies could win the war.
	 This manuscript deals with the St. Catharines Flying Club and the city of St. Catharines 
and their citizens in the formation of No. 9 Elementary Flying Training School, and later the No. 
4 Wireless School Flying Squadron.
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Introduction
This is the story of the formation of the training facilities of the RCAF (Royal Canadian Air Force) 
in St. Catharines, Ontario, from the early training of pilots for the RCAF by the St. Catharines 
Flying Club through the opening of No. 9 Elementary Flying Training School until its closing and 
the introduction of No. 4 Wireless School Flying Squadron.

[Ed note: When The St. Catharines Standard was moving to the digital age of photography, they 
donated all their negatives in their possession to the St. Catharines Museum and Archives; these 
have been scanned and are now available to researchers. The quality is far superior than reproducing 
from the newspapers themselves. Where possible I have used these original photos and provided 
the headings and captions, rather than using the newspaper stories and photos from the microfilm 
reels.]
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. . .  “On September 3, 1939, the day England declared war, Mr. Seymour recalled that the 
Canadian Flying Clubs Association at the request of the Dominion Government commenced 
elementary training of pilots for the RCAF  through 22 Canadian clubs and this continued until 
June 24 when the first elementary flying training schools under the Commonwealth Plan were 
opened.” – The St. Catharines Standard, November 18, 1940. 

British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP)
With the United Kingdom declaring war on Germany on September 3, 1939, a need arose for the 
training of air personnel from the United Kingdom and the British Commonwealth Countries. 
The Empire Air Training Scheme (EATS) was established in 1939 and was renamed the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP). The thought of training air personnel in the U.K. was 
quickly turned down because of the activity of the German Luftwaffe bombing raids. Canada was 
the most practical and the safest place from the Luftwaffe and closer to the U.K. than Australia or 
New Zealand. On December 17, 1939, the final agreement was signed by Canada, Australia, the 
United Kingdom and New Zealand. Although Canada was the primary Commonwealth training 
nation for air force personnel, small training facilities existed in Bermuda (Bermuda Flying School), 
Southern Rhodesia (Rhodesian Air Training Group), South Africa (Joint Air Training Scheme), 
Australia (Empire Air Training Scheme) and New Zealand. The British Defence Ministry also had 
arrangements to train pilots in the United States (British Flying Training Schools, seven schools).
	 Figure 1 shows a photo of the participants at the BCATP conference that was held in Ottawa 
on November 23, 1939, with dignitaries and air military staff from Canada, United Kingdom, 
Australia and New Zealand.1

Figure 1. Photo of the participants at the BCATP conference at Ottawa on 
November 23, 1939. – Photo National Film Board of Canada, Library 
and Archives Canada, E011198224

	 After completion of the various training programs, Canada had graduated approximately 
73,000 men into the Royal Canadian Air Force, Australia approximately 9,600 into the Royal 
Australian Air Force, New Zealand approximately 7,000 into the Royal New Zealand Air Force 
and the Royal Air Force graduated approximately 42,100 of which 800 were Belgian and Dutch, 
Czechs 900, Free French 900, Norwegians 677 and Polish 448. The Naval Fleet Arm received 
approximately 5,300 graduates.
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St. Catharines Flying Club (S.C.F.C.)
The St. Catharines Flying Club is one of the oldest flying clubs in Canada. It was formed in 1928 
and received its charter in May 1928, Figure 2. Originally, the Flying Club was situated at Homer, 
Ontario in the present day area of the Queen Elizabeth Highway and the Welland Canal. After 
an increase of funds was spent on the flying field, the land proved unsatisfactory and in 1935 its 
licence to operate was cancelled by the Department of Transport at Ottawa. With the assistance of 
the City Council of St. Catharines, 66 acres of land were leased from Mr. W. Welstead on the north 
side of the Niagara Side Road, which was later to become the center of the Air Force operations.
	 The S.C.F.C. received their first aircraft, a De Havilland Moth, on June 15, 1929 as 
described in Figure 3. At the end of the second paragraph of the story it is mentioned that papers 
were carried on the flight over St. Catharines and were dropped from the plane, Figure 4 shows a 
an example of this paper (leaflet) to inform the public of the arrival of the S.C.F.C’s first airplane.

Figure 2. Newspaper story detailing 
information that the St. Catharines Flying 
Club has been granted a charter, making 
them an incorporated organization so it 
can now apply to the federal government 
for flying machines. – The St. Catharines 
Standard, May 15, 1928

Figure 3. Newspaper story outlining the arrival of the 
first airplane given to the S.C.F.C. – The St. Catharines 
Standard, June 17, 1929. 
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	 In 1939, the city of St. Catharines purchased the 
Flying Club Airport for $8,000 and turned it over to the 
Crown for one dollar on the premise that the Department of 
National Defence (DND) would establish a flying training 
school here. The city retained a strip of land that contained 
the Flying Club hangar and a new hangar was also erected 
by the city for the club. With DND establishing a Flying 
School, they were able to increase the total acreage to 234 
acres. With the declaration of war in September of 1939, the 
S.C.F.C. began training pilots for the RCAF and the RAF 
well before the formation of the British Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan. Figure 5 depicts a photo of an instructor 
with five trainees of the RCAF, while Figure 6 illustrates 
pilots being trained for service in the RAF.

Figure 4. Copy of the paper/leaflet which 
was dropped over St. Catharines on June 
15, 1929. Details of this is described at the 
end of the second paragraph of the above 
newspaper story. – courtesy St. Catharines 
Flying Club, History. 

Figure 5. Newspaper photo of pilots being trained by the S.C.F.C. for the RCAF.  – The 
St. Catharines Standard, October 18, 1939; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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	 The S.C.F.C. which had been working with the RCAF and RAF in training pilots prior to 
the establishment of the BCATP was also working with ground forces in the Niagara Peninsula. 
The St. Catharines Standard issue of September 23, 1940 printed two photos in the paper of 
bombing the 2nd-10th Dragoons in a training exercise, Figure 7.
	 Canadian WWII war hero Leonard J. Birchall had his first flight in an aircraft at the St. 
Catharines Flying Club. His father was a charter member of the club and Leonard had stated that 
he wanted to fly, so his father arranged for a pilot to take him up and do everything in the air to 
encourage or discourage him. Upon landing, when he was asked “what he thought of  it”, Leonard’s 
reply was, “I’m sure now that I want to fly”. Birchall was born and raised in St. Catharines and 
when he completed his schooling there he attended the Royal Military College in Kingston, from 

Figure 6.  Newspaper photo of pilots being trained by the S.C.F.C. for the RAF. – The St. 
Catharines Standard, January 27, 1940, photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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1933 to 1937, and then joined the RCAF as a pilot officer. In 1940 he was appointed as a squadron 
leader. He was a navigation and mathematics instructor for the BCATP at No. 1 Air Navigational 
School (A.N.S.) Rivers, Manitoba, later moving to Winnipeg, Montreal, and back to Winnipeg. 
On April 4, 1942 Birchall along with his 413 squadron were on patrol in the Indian Ocean for an 
intel report of some Japanese activity. Towards the end of their mission they decided to take one 
more pass and spotted black dots on the horizon, which they decided to check out and discovered 
it was a Japanese invasion fleet consisting of five carriers, battle ships, destroyers, cruises and 
troopships, all of which were on their way to Ceylon. His crew were able to get one radio message 
to Columbo, Ceylon alerting them to the attack fleet before they were shot down. Of the nine crew 
on board, six survived and spent the rest of the war in prisoner of war camps in Japan. With the 

Figure 7. Photos of 2nd-10th Dragoons being bombed in a training exercise. – The St. Catharines 
Standard, September 23, 1940, photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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Figure 8. Photo of some of the officers and airmen of 413 Squadron in Ceylon. – courtesy LAC, reel 14039, Vol 
16, Scrapbook 1942-1943, May 2016

radio message, the British were able to get usable ships out of harbour to an atoll west of Ceylon, 
prepare anti-aircraft defences and have their planes ready to intercept. The British did take loses, 
but so did the Japanese and this thwarted the invasion of Ceylon. If the Japanese were not detected 
it is believed this would have been a second Pearl Harbour. For this effort Birchall was referred 
to as “The Saviour of Ceylon”. Figure 8 is a photo which depicts some officers and airmen of 413 
Squadron in Ceylon.
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St. Catharines Flying Training School Limited (S.C.F.T.S.)
The S.C.F.C. along with other flying clubs across Canada had to register themselves as a separate 
corporate identity from their flying club so they could instruct students for the RCAF and RAF. 
This registering removed any liability to the flying clubs in the event of any unfortunate events. 
Figure 9 shows the first page of an agreement between His Majesty and the St. Catharines Flying 
Training School Limited, which states that the S.C.F.T.S. will be compensated for expenses prior 
to the start of training as well as training and administration costs after the start of the No. 9 
Elementary Flying Training School (E.F.T.S.). 

Figure 9. Copy of the first page of the agreement between His Majesty and the 
St. Catharines Flying Training School Limited which starts to outline the costs 
and remunerations for the administrative and training duties of the S.C.F.T.S. – 
courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives. 
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Figure 10. Envelope of the St. Catharines Flying Club to a member of the RCAF Overseas, who was 
unable to be found and was returned to the sender, postmarked November 3, 1941. – courtesy Fred 
Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives

	

	 The E.F.T.S. schools across the county were run by local flying clubs who were responsible 
for the administration and training of the trainee pilots for the RCAF. All other schools within the 
BCATP were run and operated by the RCAF or the RAF. The schools that were numbered 31+ 
were run by the RAF; even though these schools were RAF they still had trainees from all over.
	 Administrative work and the training for No. 9 E.F.T.S were provided by the S.C.F.T.S. 
The St. Catharines Flying Club supplied all administrative personnel, and club members provided 
instruction for the trainees and were also responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the 
planes, equipment and buildings. RCAF staff were present at No. 9 E.F.T.S., which consisted 
of officers and airmen. Their main purpose pertained to RCAF matters, relating to the students, 
equipment, crashes and communication between the civilian administration and RCAF HQ. Figure 
10 illustrates a St. Catharines Flying Club cover postmarked St. Catharines, November 3, 1941 to 
a Sgt. C. F. Marsh, RCAF Overseas, with many military postal markings of the Canadian military, 
India and Ceylon, with the label on the back indicating “that the address is reported missing on 
war service.” This letter returned to St. Catharines in 1944. [Ed note: the story regarding Sgt. C. F. 
Marsh will be told at the end of this essay.]
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	 With the formation of the S.C.F.T.S., office stationery had to be changed to the new name 
as reflected in Figure 11 which displays an unused envelope that now has the name St. Catharines 
Flying Training School Limited and a letterhead in which the bottom has printed “No. 9 Elementary 
Flying Training School British Commonwealth Air Training Plan”.

Figure 11. Copies of the S.C.F.T.S. envelope and letterhead. – courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, 
St. Catharines Archives
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	 The administrative staff and instructors at these Elementary Flying Training Schools 
(E.F.T.S.) across Canada were not members of the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF), but were 
civilians hired by the schools for the instruction of the trainees. The flying schools instructors and 
staff were encouraged to wear uniforms to show “command” to the students. Most schools had 
a dark-blue pattern and some were charcoal grey. Figure 12 shows the uniform specifications for 
civilian personnel as established by the Canadian Flying Clubs Association (CFCA).

Figure 12. Uniform specification sheet for civilian personnel of the  as set by the CFCA. – 
courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives
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	 The use of military uniforms and insignias by civilians was illegal, so the CFCA designed 
standard E.F.T.S. badges so the schools could use these badges on their uniforms and keep some 
kind of unity throughout the E.F.T.S. across the country as exhibited in Figure 13, or each school 
could designed their own set of badges. 
	 The S.C.F.T.S. designed their own set of badges for their uniforms and are displayed as 
Figure 14.
	

Figure 13. An example of the standard badges as designed by the CFCA for use in the 
flying school members throughout Canada. – courtesy milart.blog2

Figure 14. An example of the set of badges as designed by the S.C.F.T.S. for use at 
No. 9 E.F.T.S. – courtesy milart.blog2
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	 Figure 15 is a June 1941 photo of some of the administrative and instructional staff at the 
S.C.F.T.S. wearing their insignia and cap badges. [Ed note: Third from the left is Fred Pattison, 
manager of the school; he had kept every piece of paper that came into his office as well as carbon 
copies of every piece of paper which left his office, and all of his documents and photographs have 
been donated to the St. Catharines Archives, which was an invaluable source for the writing of this 
manuscript.]
	 With the large turnover of trainees of the E.F.T.S., Fred Pattison would send out 1 cent 
reply post cards to the last current address that he had on record, as he had to update his records 
to post their income tax returns as well as other items. Figure 16 displays the front and back of a 
reply card originally set to No. 12 E.F.T.S., Goderich, re-directed to No. 25 E.F.T.S. Assiniboia, 
Saskatchewan, post marked March 27, 1944, the reply portion was post marked Assiniboia, Sask, 
April 3, 1944.
	 Figure 17 illustrates the type of pass used by the employees of the S.C.F.T.S. A record of 
employment card is depicted as Figure 18. Note at the bottom of the card “Left Jan. 23/44”. Figure 
19 shows the unemployment form given to the employees when No. 9 E.F.T.S. had closed; the 
form states the cause to be “School Closing”.

Figure 15. June 1941 photo of some of the administrative and instructional staff at the S.C.F.T.S., wearing 
their insignia and cap badges. – courtesy milart.blog2
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Figure 16. Reply card originally sent from the 
S.C.F.T.S. (No. 9) to the No. 12 E.F.T.S. at 
Goderich and then re-directed to the No. 25 
E.F.T.S. at Assiniboia, Saskatchewan. Reply 
card was sent back to the St. Catharines Flying 
Training School Ltd., postmarked April 3, 1944. 
– courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, 
St. Catharines Archives

Figure 17. Example of the employee pass 
used to enter No. 9 E.F.T.S. – courtesy Fred 
Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines 
Archives
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Figure 18. Record of employment card that detailed the employee’s information. – 
courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives

Figure 19. Copy of the unemployment form which was given to employees 
when No. 9 E.F.T.S. closed. – courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, 
St. Catharines Archives
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No. 9 Elementary Flying Training School (E.F.T.S.)
On Saturday, November 16, 1940, the official opening ceremony of the No. 9 Elementary Flight 
Training School took place in one of the hangars at the airfield in St. Catharines. The school had 
been in operation from October 14. Figure 20 illustrates a page from No. 9 E.F.T.S. war diary with 
the entry date 14-10-40 “School Officially Opened . . .”, but the official ceremony was held back 
to ensure that any difficulties in the start-up operation could be dealt with and would not have an 
affect on the opening ceremony. The Monday, November 18 issue of the St. Catharines Standard, 
had front-page coverage of the opening ceremonies. A portion of the front page is shown as Figure 
21. The ceremony was to compliment the residents of St. Catharines and to let them know of the 
great contribution the city was making to the war effort.

Figure 20. Page from No. 9 E.F.T.S. war diary with the entry date 14-10-40 “School Officially 
Opened . . .”. - courtesy RCAF INFO.3

Figure  21. Portion 
of the front page of 
the St. Catharines 
Standard with the 
story of the opening of 
the Elementary Flight 
Training School. – The 
St. Catharines Standard, 
November 18, 1940
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	 On the front page of the newspaper were three photos of the ceremony, reproduced here. 
Figure 22 shows a photo of four of the dignitaries who spoke at the opening. 
	 Figure 23 shows a photo of the St. Catharines unit of the Canadian Women’s Transport 
Service.
	

Figure 22. Photo of four of the dignitaries who spoke at the opening, left to right Dr. H. G. 
Fox, K.C., a member of the board of directors of the private company operating the school 
and chairman of Saturday’s program; Squadron Leader M. A. Seymour, K.C., president of 
the company and speaker at the opening; Air Commodore G. E. Brookes, O.B.E., officer 
commanding No. 1 Training Command, who declared the school open; H. J. Carmichael, 
honorary president of the company, and one of the speakers. – courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 23. Photo of Commodore Brookes inspecting the St. Catharines unit of the Canadian Women’s 
Transport Service, with Mrs. Robert Rankin, commandant of the unit, and Flight Lieutenant W. H. E. 
Drury, senior supervisory officer at the school. – courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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	 Figure 24 shows a photo of some of the RCAF students at the school.
	 While going through the employee records of the archival collection, I found that many of 
the civilian personnel were either enlisting or were trying to re-locate. Figure  25 shows a case of 
re-locating in which an Everett Bird, an engineer at the No. 9 E.F.T.S. was looking to re-locate to 
Thunder Bay to be closer to his family.

Figure 24. Photo of some of the RCAF students on parade in a hangar. – courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 25. Letter from the 
manager of the Thunder Bay 
Air Training School Limited, 
No. 2 (RCAF) to Fred Pattison, 
manager of No. 9 . – courtesy 
Fred Pattison Aviation 
Collection, St. Catharines 
Archives
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	 Figure 26 displays a cover and letter written by an RCAF trainee at the No. 9 E.F.T.S., 
posted at St. Catharines June 9, 1943 to Toronto. RCAF envelopes used by the trainees at the 
various training facilities had the RCAF crest printed on the back flap. Various types of note paper 
were used by various training facilities across the country; these were just white or blue note paper 
printed with the RCAF crest as shown in the note to the receiver. These note papers were not 
printed with their location, this was added in manuscript. This clearly shows that the flying schools 
were kept separate from the RCAF trainees.

Figure 26. Cover and page 1 
of the letter from an RCAF 
trainee at the No. 9 E.F.T.S.

	 Figure 27 illustrates a cover posted at 
Halifax on April 1, 1941 to a New Zealand 
pilot trainee at Toronto. Received at Toronto 
on April 3 and forwarded to No. 1 B&GS 
at Jarvis, Ontario, received there on April 9 
and then forwarded to No. 9 E.F.T.S. at St. 
Catharines with an April 18, arrival postmark, 
re-forwarded to Jarvis with arrival date stamp 
of April 18, forwarded to No.1 Manning 
Depot at Toronto with arrival date of May 
5, back to St. Catharines May 10. Finally it 
arrived at No. 1 Wireless School in Montreal.
	 Graduation classes were photographed 
and the photos were given to the trainees, 
Figure 29 exhibits the class of Course 81. 
Twenty-eight pupils graduated from Course 
81 on July 9, 1943.3 The back of the photo 
has some signatures of the graduates; note 
that some are members of the RAF. 
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Figure 27. Cover re-directed many times to finally get to the addressee in 
Montreal. –  courtesy ebay #403327448980 

Figure 28 depicts two students side 
by side with a magnifier, checking a 
drawing/photo and comparing it to 
their note book.
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	 The time at No. 9 E.F.T.S. was not all training and studying. The trainees were allowed 
leisure time as exhibited by Figure 30, which depicts a group of students at the Capital Theatre to 
view the movie “Britain’s R.A.F.”
	 The first-time members of the RCAF paraded through St. Catharines on August 8, 1942. 
The 2nd/10th Dragoons marched with them, as depicted in photo Figure 31. This parade was to 
Fitzgerald ball park, where a baseball game was played between No. 9 E.F.T.S and the 2nd/10th 
Dragoons. Figure 32 illustrates a photo of officers from the 2nd/10th Dragoons and No. 9 E.F.T.S. 
watching a softball game between the two forces. The entry in the No. 9 E.F.T.S. war diary of 
August 21, 1942 gave details of the parade and the ball game as follows: 
“Parade held at 1815 hrs with 2-10th Dragoons, led by their trumpet band through St. Catharines 
to Fitzgerald Ball Park. Officers in attendance were Lt. Col. Harris, Major Marsh, Lt. O. Darte as 
well as a full complement of Officers from #9 E.F.T.S. The 2-10th Dragoons defeated our baseball 
team handily, 20-1. This was the first time that the RCAF has held a parade in St. Catharines and 
the comments were very favourable.” 

Figure 29. Graduation photo 
of trainees upon successful 
completion of course 81. 
Signatures on the back indicate 
some of the graduates are 
members of the RAF. – courtesy 
Niagara Military Museum
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	 For emergency purposes, if a pilot got in trouble while in the air, No. 9 E.F.T.S. had an 
emergency relief landing field at Willoughby (Ontario).
	 The planes used at St. Catharines for training purposes were the De Havilland Tiger Moths, 
Figure 33.
	 On April 24, 1943, Squadron Leader A. H. Sims arrived to take over duties of Chief Flying 
Instructor. On April 29, 1943 Squadron Leader J. A. Simpson departed via C.N.R. To 31 Personnel 
Depot, Moncton N.B.3 Exhibited as Figure 34 is a photo of Squadron Leader Sims and Squadron 
Leader Simpson discussing the planned open house on the weekend. 

Figure 30. Photo of a group of students outside the Capital Theatre. – The St. Catharines 
Standard, January 16, 1941; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 31. Photo of the first march of the RCAF in St. Catharines. The 2nd/10th Dragoon also 
marched with them. – The St. Catharines Standard, August 22, 1942; photo courtesy St. 
Catharines Archives
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	 On Sunday, May 2, 1943, an open house was held at No. 9 E.F.T.S. from two to five 
o’clock in which the residents of St. Catharines were allowed on to the grounds to view flying as 
well as tour the various buildings. A special bus service was provided by the N.S.&T. (Niagara, 
St. Catharines & Toronto Railway) to the school as there was limited vehicle parking, Figure 35 
displays a newspaper article outlining the bus transportation system to the school. 
	 Figure 36 depicts a photo of some of the 5,000 people who attended the open house to view 
pilots taking off and landing as well as what training goes on in the various buildings.
	 In the war diary of No. 9 E.F.T.S., there is no mention of the open house. This shows that 
the civilian administration was civilian oriented and wanted to let the residents of St. Catharines 
see and know what was going on at the school, while the RCAF were mainly interested in the 
military affairs of the school. [Ed note: another photo of the open house is shown as Figure 43 
under the heading of Civilian Women Volunteers, later in this essay.]
	

Figure 32. Photo of officers from the 2nd/10th Dragoons and of the No. 9 E.F.T.S. – The St. 
Catharines Standard, August 22, 1942; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 33. A photo of a De Havilland Tiger 
Moth which is the type of plane used at 
No 9 E.F.T.S.  –  photo courtesy, Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Museum, Hamilton, 
Ontario
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Figure 34. Photo of Squadron Leaders Sims and 
Simpson discussing the planned open house on the 
weekend. – The St. Catharines Standard, August 29, 
1942; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 35. A special bus service 
was provided by the Niagara, St. 
Catharines & Toronto Railway to 
the school.

In August 1943, three high-ranking officers of the Chilean 
Air Force came to Canada to see the various instructional 
schools in operation throughout the BCATP, because Chile 
was in the process of developing their own air force. Figure 
37 illustrate the three Chilean officers in their white uniforms 
and two RCAF officers along with two staff members of NO. 
9 E.F.T.S.

No. 9 E.F.T.S. Women’s Auxiliary
With military bases across the country, the women’s auxiliary 
played an important part for the bases and the men. The 
auxiliary for the No. 9 E.F.T.S. was no different. Figure 38 shows a letter head of the No. 9 
Auxiliary. This all-volunteer women’s group was composed of some of the wives of the S.C.F.T.S. 
officers and women residents of St. Catharines. Figure 39 exhibits a report by one of the committees 
that was presented to the members at the General Meeting.
	 As indicated by the above report of the Women’s Auxiliary, they were very active in 
providing support for the young men at No. 9 E.F.T.S. Figure 40 is a good example of this support 
in which they are able to secure an old building and turn it into a recreation club for the students at 
No. 9. In the No. 9 E.F.T.S. war diary entry for March 20, 1941, the following entry was made: 
“In the evening the Ladies Auxiliary of No. 9 E.F.T.S. entertained about thirty of the station 
personnel at a dance in their recently opened airmen’s recreational centre in St. Catharines. Sgt. 
Clayton, disciplinarian, was in charge of the group from this station.”3
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Figure 36. Photo of some of the 5,000 people who attended the open house.  – The 
St. Catharines Standard, September 3, 1943; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 37. Photo of three Chilean Air Force officers along with two RCAF officers and 
two civilian members of  No. 9 E.F.T.S. – The St. Catharines Standard, August 27, 
1943; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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Figure 38 and 39. Letterhead of the No. 9 Auxiliary 
and a copy of one of the reports presented to the 
members of the auxiliary at their general meeting. 
– courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. 
Catharines Archives

Figure 40. Photo of  an old 
building secured by the 
women’s auxiliary and turned it 
into a club room for the students 
at No. 9 E.F.T.S. – The St. 
Catharines Standard, November 
8, 1940; photo courtesy St, 
Catharines Archives
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Women Civilian Volunteers
Because of a shortage of man power due to the war effort, many women volunteered at No. 9 
E.F.T.S. Women who had volunteered at No. 9 E.F.T.S. performed the same duties  as men. The 
volunteers allowed trainees more time to study and learn the art of flying. Duties performed by 
the women included refueling of planes, plane maintenance, and packing of parachutes. Figure 
41 illustrates two female civilians washing down a plane, and Figure 42 exhibits a photo of two 
female apprentice mechanics working on a plane engine with supervision. 

Figure 41. Photo of two women washing down a plane. – courtesy St. 
Catharines Archives

Figure 42. Photo of two female apprentices working on a plane engine. – 
courtesy St. Catharines Archives 
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	 Civilian women volunteers at No. 9 E.F.T.S. wore uniforms very similar to the women of 
the Women’s Division of the RCAF. Two civilian women volunteers are seen in an open house 
(May 2, 1943)  photo, Figure 43. 
	 The manager of No. 9 E.F.T.S. had made a request to the RCAF to have a female civilian 
take a course in parachute packing. The RCAF responded in a letter to the Manager as depicted in 
Figure 44 regarding sending a female civilian to Toronto to learn the art of parachute packing.

Figure 43. A photo of two civilian women volunteers in uniform working in the stores department. 
– The St. Catharines Standard, May 3, 1943, photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

	 Another open house was held on Sunday October 24, 1943 at No. 9 E.F.T.S., which enabled 
the residents of St. Catharines to see what was going on at the school. Figure 45 exhibits a photo 
of a female civilian explaining the procedure of parachute packing to residents of St. Catharines at 
the open house.

[Ed note: the civilian administration of No. 9 E.F.T.S. held several open houses at the school for 
the citizens of St. Catharines.]
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Figure 45. A photo showing a female civilian explaining the procedure of 
parachute packing at the open house. – The St. Catharines Standard, October 25, 
1943; photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives

Figure 44. Letter from the RCAF in 
Toronto informing the manager at No. 
9 E.F.T.S. that arrangements have been 
completed to include a civilian female 
for course instruction on parachute 
packing. – courtesy Fred Pattison 
Aviation Collection, St. Catharines 
Archives
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Women’s Division
Every school within the BCATP had members of the Women’s Division of the RCAF on duty. 
Since they were members of the RCAF, they had serial numbers for identification with the letter 
“W” preceding the serial number. These women members of the RCAF were an invaluable service 
as their original role was to replace male personnel, who would then be available for combat roles. 
Originally referred to as the Canadian Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (CWAAF), the name was 
changed to Royal Canadian Air Force Women’s Division in February 1942. Women’s Division 
personnel were commonly known as WDs. The RCAF was the first branch of the Canadian armed 
services to actively recruit women. A photo illustrating a recruiting booth in St. Catharines for the 
RCAF Women’s Division, Figure 46. An example of the poster which is  on the table is displayed 
as Figure 47.

Figure 46. Photo of a recruiting 
booth for the Women’s Division 
located at St. Catharines. – 
The St. Catharines Standard, 
September 14, 1943, photo 
courtesy  St. Catharines 
Archives

Figure 47. Women’s Division recruiting 
poster which is displayed on the desk.
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Closing of No. 9 E.F.T.S.
On December 17, 1943 the manager of No. 9 E.F.T.S. received a letter from RCAF headquarters 
informing them “that it is intended to discontinue elementary training at your school”, Figure 48.
	 On December 22, 1943, Organization Order No. 314, Figure 49 was issued re: 
“DISBANDMENT OF NO. 9 E.F.T.S., ST. CATHARINES ONTARIO”
	 “In accordance with the recent decision to reduce the output of pilots and increase the output 
of navigators within the Combined Training Organization, it has become expedient to disband No. 
9 Elementary Flying Training School, St. Catharines. The aerodrome and buildings are to be used 
by the Flying Squadron of No. 4 Wireless School, Guelph. This Flying Squadron is at present using 
the Relief Field at Burtch, R. 1 to No. 5 Service Flying Training School, Brantford. . . .”
	 In a January 6, 1944 letter to the Manager of No. 9. E.F.T.S, the C.O. of No. 4 W.S.F.S. 
at Burtch and the C.O. of No. 5 S.F.T.S. Brantford. This letter explains the process as to how 
equipment was to be allotted, with the closing of No. 9 E.F.T.S. and the movement of No. 4 
W.S.F.S to St. Catharines, Figure 50.

Figure 48. RCAF letter no. 9 E.F.T.S. informing them that the school will be 
closing. – courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. Catharines Archives
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Figure 49. Notice of the disbandment of No. 9 E.F.T.S.  – courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. 
Catharines Archives

Figure 50. Letter explaining to No. 
9 E.F.T.S., No. 4 W.S.F.S. and No. 
5 S.F.T.S. as to how the equipment 
was to be allotted upon the closing 
of No. 9 and the movement of No. 4 
W.S.F.S. to St. Catharines. – courtesy 
Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, 
St. Catharines Archives
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	 In a further follow up letter dated January 8, 1944 from the RCAF to the C.O. of No. 4 
Wireless School, Guelph and the Manager of No 9. E.F.T.S., St. Catharines, Figure 51 explains that 
instructions are attached for the taking over of equipment of No. 9 E.F.T.S.
	 The last entry in the war diary for No. 9 E.F.T.S was January 14, 1944, displayed as Figure 
52 mentions that No. 9 E.F.T.S. was now disbanded. Although this was the end of instructions 
about flying. it was the beginning of a new era at the airport.
	 Certificates were issued to graduating trainees when they completed their respective 
course. Figure 53 shows such a certificate issued to a trainee who completed a course as a Jr. App. 
Engineer; at the bottom of the certificate “reason for Discharge:” Closing of School.

Figure 51. Copy of a letter informing of an attachment regarding the taking over of 
equipment left with No. 9 E.F.T.S. – courtesy Fred Pattison Aviation Collection, St. 
Catharines Archives
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	 When the school closed, it had accepted under 2500 student pilots, of which over 1800 had 
graduated from the program. Those who did not graduate were sent to other BCATP schools to 
obtain other skills.
	 A prominent student at No. 9 E.F.T.S. was John Magee Jr., born in China, whose father was 
an American Missionary and his mother a British missionary. Magee joined the RCAF in October 
1940 and received his initial flight training at No. 9 E.F.T.S. Upon graduating he continued with 
flight training at No. 2 S.F.T.S. at Uplands, in Ottawa. He received his pilot wings on graduation in 
June 1941 and then transferred to the United Kingdom. Magee was killed on December 11, 1941 

Figure 52. Notice of the 
disbandment of No. 9 E.F.T.S.3

Figure 53. Copy of a certificate of a 
trainee who completed an engineering 
course and at the bottom of the certificate 
“reason for Discharge. Closing of School.
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in a mid-air collision of his plane with another 
plane. He was unable to escape his plane in time 
to open his parachute and he fell to the ground. 
In his flying days he had written a poem entitled 
“High Flight”. This poem went on to become 
the official poem of the RCAF and the RAF. The 
handwritten poem that he had given to his parents 
is displayed as Figure 54.
	 A plaque is in place at the Niagara District 
Airport honouring the former home of No. 9 
Elementary Flying Training School, Figure 55. 
On the plaque is the poem entitled “High Flight” 
written by P/O John G. Magee Jr.

Figure 54. The hand-written copy of the poem that John Magee Jr. had 
given to his parents. – courtesy https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_
Gillespie_Magee_Jr.  

Figure 55. Plaque honouring the 
students at No. 9 E.F.T.S.
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No. 4 Wireless School Flying Squadron (W.S.F.S.)
The No. 4 Wireless School (W.S.) originally opened at the Ontario Agricultural College in Guelph, 
Ontario, on July 7, 1941, with the official opening taking place on Saturday, August 9, 1941. 
The war diary for No. 4 Wireless School has its first entry dated July 7, 1941. It tells about the 
important date for the opening of the school, Figure 56. The official invitation is exhibited as 
Figure 57, which has a date of August 9, 1941.

Figure 56. The first entry into the war diary of No. 4 Wireless School talks 
about the opening of the school.4

Figure 57. Copy of the invitation for the official opening of No. 4 W.S.4
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	 Upon graduation of the wireless course at the wireless school, a W.A.G. (Wireless Air 
Gunner) student would then transfer to the W.S.F.S., where he would get at least 30 hours flying 
time in various types of aircraft depending on what was available at each wireless school. He 
would also learn maintenance of radio equipment, instruments, batteries and handling of spare 
parts. When this had been completed and the students graduated, he then obtained his aircrew 
wings and was now able to perform his trained duties on flying aircraft.5

	 In the war diary of No. 4 W.S. the first mention of the formation of a flying squadron was 
written on September 19, 1941 when the first personnel were being transferred to Burtch, Ontario, 
Figure 58. Burtch was the Relief Landing field for No. 5 S.F.T.S. Brantford.

	 “The entry in the war diary for September 30, 1941 reads as follows:
Squadron Leader Volk reported for temporary duty from No. 1 Wireless School in Montreal. 
Squadron Leader Volk will organize the flying squadron at Burtch. He paid a visit to Burtch, the 
flying field-to-be of No. 4 Wireless. . . .”

	 The October 1, 1941 entry in the war diary states:
“. . . Twenty-four Nemasco Moths are still hangered at Jarvis and five Norseman at Fingal. These 
have been wired for wireless and are ready for their air test…”. 

  Figure 58. War diary page of No. 4 W.S., with the entry of Sept 19, 1941, which 
mentions for the first time a flying squadron to be formed for the No. 4 W.S.4

	 The first entry in the war diary for No. 4 W.S.F.S. is dated October 10, 1941; the entries 
from this day on only relate to the flying squadron, Figure 59.
	 The relief landing field at Burtch was 43 air miles south of Guelph, Figure 60. This map 
and story appeared in Sparks, the monthly newsletter for No. 4 Wireless School. Students were 
bused 1½ hours from Guelph to the airfield at Burtch for their “air experience flying”. A photo of 
the aerodrome at Burtch is entitled “High Flight” (Figure 61) which shows the runways and the 
buildings.
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Figure 59. First page of the war diary for the Flying Squadron, listing the 
location as Burtch.4

  Figure 60. Map showing the straight-line distance from Guelph to Burtch. 
– Sparks, October 1941
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	 Students at Burtch spent their days studying, working and learning the wireless and 
telegraph machines as well as flying the planes. Figure 62 illustrates a photo of students in the 
wireless and telegraph room. (A room similar to this would have been set up in St. Catharines.) 
	 Figure 63 illustrates a cover from Australia paying the 1d military concessionary rate for 
an Australian military person stationed in Australia or the British Empire. The families of the 
Australian and New Zealand airmen may not have known what school their family members were 
stationed at in Canada so a lot of their mail was addressed to the respective air force headquarters 
of the RAAF and the RNZAF in Ottawa. From there the mail was redirected to the appropriate 
school. This cover was sent to the RAAF in Ottawa and they redirected it to “4WS” (No. 4 Wireless 
School at Guelph, Ontario). Upon arrival there it was re-directed to “#4 Wireless School Flying 
Squadron at Brantford, Ontario”. The cover was censored in Australia and postmarked August 28, 
1942, The Guelph back stamp is October 12, 1942. 

Figure 61. Photo of the aerodrome at Burtch, which shows the runways and buildings. – 
Library and Archives Canada
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Figure 62. Photo of students working and learning in the wireless and telegraph room. – 
Library and Archives Canada

Figure 63. Australian censored cover to an Australian airman in Canada redirected to No. 4 Wireless School 
Flying Squadron at Brantford (Burtch), Ontario.
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	 The first reference regarding St. Catharines in the war diary occurs on December 13, 1943, 
Figure 64:
“Party of section commanders flew to St. Catharines to look over the station.”
	 Figure 50 showed the letter from the RCAF to the Commanding Officer of No. 4 Wireless 
School advising him that a movement order is in place for the transfer of No. 4 W.S.F.S. from 
Burtch to the facility of the previous No. 9 E.F.T.S. at St. Catharines. The first indication of 
personnel transferring from Burtch to St. Catharines was in the entry of January 27, 1944 in the 
war diary, Figure 65.
	 The Women’s Division first appeared at St. Catharines on February 11 and 12 as indicated 
in the entry of the war diary. February 13, 1944 has the first entry indicating that No. 4 W.S.F.S. 
was now established at St. Catharines, Figure 66. On the same page on February 16 “Senior 
N.C.O.’s and Officers moved into their new quarters today and seem to be quite pleased about 
them.”
	 Figure 67 exhibits a cover posted by a member of No. 4 W.S.F.S. on October 15, 1944 to 
Lansing, Ontario.

Figure 64. War diary page with the first reference of St. Catharines.4

Figure 65. War diary page making the first reference of personnel transferring 
from Burtch to St. Catharines.4



45

Figure 66. War diary entries for February 11 and 12 mention the first appearance 
of the Women’s Division at St. Catharines, and also the first entry under St. 
Catharines indicating that senior N.C.O.’s and officers have moved in.4

Figure 67 . Cover posted by a member of No. 4 WSFS at St. Catharines, October 15, 1944 to Lansing, Ontario.



46

	 As mentioned earlier, the Relief Landing Field for No. 9 E.F.T.S. was located at Willoughby, 
Figure 68 illustrates RCAF orders to the CO. of No. 4 WS, that he is responsible for the care and 
maintenance of the property until its disposal. 
	 For the 13 months when No. 4 W.S.F.S. was at St. Catharines, a good proportion of trainees 
were undergoing instructions to become WAGs as indicated by the chart Figure 69.6

Figure 68. RCAF orders to the CO of NO. 4 WS that he is responsible for 
the care and maintenance of the Relief Landing Field at Willoughby until its 
disposal.4

Figure 69. Chart showing flying time of the trainees at No. 4 W.S.F.S., St. Catharines.6
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	 There were three types of planes used for training purposes at No. 4 W.S.F.S.: the Menasco 
Moth (a bi-plane), Figure 70, The North American Harvard, Figure 71, and the North American 
Yale, Figure 72. These planes were all equipped with wireless sets and a student had to learn how 
to send wireless messages while performing air flight duties. Also, the students were trained in the 
Link Trainer, displayed as Figure 73.

Figure 70. Menasco Moth. – photo courtesy Government of Canada, RCAF

Figure 71. North American Harvard. – photo courtesy Canadian Museum of 
Flight

Figure 72. North American Yale. – photo courtesy Canadian War Plane 
Heritage Museum
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	 Orders had been written on November 20, 1944 regarding the disbandment of No. 4 
Wireless School and the Flying Squadron on January 12, 1945, Figure 74.
	 January 13, 1945 was a dark day in the history of the RCAF in St. Catharines, Figure 75 
illustrates the war diary page with the final entry reading:
“Today is the last day of official existence for No. 4 W.S.F.Sqdn., St. Catharines. From now on, 
according to official record, we are disbanded.”

Special Equipment Handling Unit (S.E.H.U.)
With the notice in November 1944 of the closure of No. 4 W.S.F.S. on January 13, 1945, the RCAF 
began removing all military equipment, weapons, literature and anything pertaining to the RCAF. 
All that was left was non-essential goods. These non-essential goods were to be disposed of by 
public sale and an RCAF team was brought in to record the goods, the quantity and the sale price. 
This team was referred to as the Special Equipment Handling Unit. Figure 76 exhibits a cover from 
a member of this dispersal team on a Canadian Legion War Services envelope cover posted at St. 

Figure 73. The blue Link trainer and it’s instrument panel. – photo courtesy Canadian Museum of Flight

Figure 74. Order informing No. 4 W.S.F.S of the disbanding of the school effective January 
12, 1945.4
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Figure 75. The final entry in the war diary, stating the No. 4 W.S.F.Sqdn had 
been disbanded.4

Figure 76. Canadian Legion War Services cover posted at St. Catharines, January 1, 1945 from a member of the 
S.E.H.U. to St. Thomas.

Catharines, January 1, 1945 to St. Thomas. On the reverse is “R18534 Sgt. Lortie”, which indicates 
he was involved at the base at this date, and a member of the S.E.H.U.
	 Figure 77 shows a cover posted from overseas, postmarked March 27, 1945 and addressed 
to Corporal Gwynn Dawson, of the Women’s Division at #4 B&GS, MPO 103, Fingal, Ont., 
redirected to St. Catharines S.E.H.U., then redirected to Uplands at Ottawa. There is a St. Catharines 
machine marking on the back dated May 1, 1945 and a receiving postmark of Uplands M.P.O. 307 
on May 3, 1945.
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	 Figure 78 illustrates a YMCA cover posted at St. Catharines on May 2, 1945 sent by Sgt. 
Lortie to St. Thomas, a month before the auction of the goods.
	 On June 6, 1945, a public auction of war surplus goods was held at the former No. 4 W.S.F.S., 
where more than 4,000 people attended. Sold were a wide variety of previously-owned surplus 
army and air force material and furnishings, such as tents, mattresses, tables, chairs, blankets, cots, 
beds, cookware and anything of non-military importance which was not wanted. [Ed note: the 
army had personnel stationed here because they provided guard and security services.] A photo of 
the auction is displayed as Figure 79. 
	 With the RCAF now gone, the lands and buildings were returned to the City of St. Catharines 
and the St. Catharines Flying Club.

Figure 77. Cover posted from overseas to a member of the Women’s Division at No 4 B&GS, Fingal, Ont. 
Redirected to the S.E.H.U. at St. Catharines, and further re-directed to Uplands at Ottawa.
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Figure 78. YMCA cover posted at St. Catharines, May 2, 1945 from a member of the S.E.H.U. to St. Thomas.

Figure 79. Photograph of the auction that had taken place at the former W.S.F.S. – 
The St. Catharines Standard, June 7, 1945, photo courtesy St. Catharines Archives
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Sgt. Carl Finney Marsh
Initially when seeing Figure 10. I had wondered what the connection between Carl Marsh and No. 
9 E.F.T.S. may have been. With the help of Jim Doherty of the Niagara Military Museum we were 
able to find information about him and his service record, this enables me to tell his story here.

	 Carl Finney Marsh was born on April 8, 1920 on Pilley’s 
Island, Newfoundland. His family later moved to Montreal, 
Quebec. With the outbreak of WWII, Carl enlisted with the 
RCAF on March 27, 1940, Figure 80. Marsh entered training 
at Trenton, Ontario on March 20, 1940, then went to No. 1 
Initial Training School in Toronto and then to No. 9 E.F.T.S. 
at St. Catharines, hence the No. 9 connection. While at No. 9 
E.F.T.S. he did rather well in his elementary training, as stated 
in his evaluation (Figure 81). 

	 	 From No. 9 he went to No. 1A Manning Depot at Picton, 
then to No. 6 S.F.T.S. at Dunnville, where he received the rank 
of Sgt. and his pilot’s badge, as stated in his military record of 
service (Figure 82). 

Photo of Sgt. G. F. Marsh7 

Figure 80. Attestation paper of Carl Marsh when he 
enlisted int the RCAF.8

Figure 81. Training evaluation of Carl Marsh while 
at No 9. E.F.T.S.8
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	 Upon receiving his Sgt. rank and pilot’s badge, he went to the United Kingdom, where 
he trained to be a fighter pilot. After his training in the United Kingdom, he was transferred to 
Squadron 232 operating from Seletah air base in Singapore. During the Air Battle of Singapore he 
was shot down on January 25, 1942. An account of the action which took place is described in a 
1949 letter (Figure 83).
	 As his body was never recovered, his name is listed on the Singapore Memorial which 
stands in the Kranji War Cemetery (Figure 84).

Figure 82. Marsh’s RCAF Record of Service listing 
the various schools and placements.8

Figure 83. A 1949 letter from the father of Carl Marsh to a 
Wing Commander Gunn in Ottawa, describing information 
that he received detailing his son’s disappearance.8

Figure 84. A photo of the Singapore 
Memorial that lists the names of 
over 24,000 soldiers and airmen 
of the British Commonwealth and 
Empire who lost their lives during 
the south and eastern Asia conflicts 
and have no grave. – photo courtesy 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission
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Flight Lieutenant Gordon Arthur Kidder
On December 9, 1914, a son Gordon Arthur was born to Arthur 
Garfield Kidder and Ethel May Kidder, of Barnsdale St. in St. 
Catharines, Ontario. 
	 Gordon attended school in St. Catharines and went to the 
University of Toronto, where he earned a B.A. in modern 
languages. Later he completed his masters degree in the German 
language at John Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland.
	 With the outbreak of war in 1939, Gordon enlisted in the 
RCAF on January 8, 1941, as exhibited on Air Crew Enlistment 
Agreement, Figure 85.
	 Kidder originally requested to be an Air Observer. His 
request was denied and he was sent to No. 11 E.F.T.S. at Cap de 
la Madeleine, P.Q., where it was deemed he would not make a 
suitable pilot.  His training at No. 11 was terminated on July 4, 

1941. In September 1941 he reported to No. 1 Air Observation 
School at Malton, Ontario and was there until December 1941. 
Upon passing this course, he went to No. 1 Bombing and Gunnery 
School at Jarvis, Ontario from December 1941 to January 1942 

and passed the course there. His next school 
was No. 2 Air Navigational School at Pennfield 
Ridge, New Brunswick from January 1942 to 
February 1942. On August 14, 1942, he reported 
to 156 Squadron at Alconbury RAF, joining No. 
8 Group RAF, flying Wellingtons and became 
one of the original members of the Pathfinders. 
Figure 86 exhibits the front of his RCAF Record 
of Service card showing the various courses he 
passed. 
	 On October 13, 1942, the Wellington bomber 
which he was in, was shot down and he was 
reported missing. On November 19, 1942 the 
family received word that Gordon was being 
held as a POW and on February 5, 1943, a 
message was received from the International 
Red Cross in Switzerland that Kidder was was 
being held at Stalag Luft Three. Stalag Luft III 
was located at Sagan, Poland (Polish spelling 
is Zagan). This camp was for captured air force 

Photo of Flight Lieutenant 
Gordon Arthur Kidder

Figure 85. Air Crew Enlistment Agreement  indicating 
Gordon’s agreement to join the RCAF. – Library 
and Archives Canada, RG24, Volume 27901 Service 
Number J10177
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personnel, originally for allied British and Commonwealth air crews, but later extended to U.S. Air 
personnel. This was also a camp in which captured escapees from other camps were brought at the 
time as it was deemed to be escape proof by the Nazi’s.
	 While he was in Stalag Luft III, plans were under way for a large prisoner escape  which 
involved the digging of tunnels under the camp through to a wooded area. Kidder became involved 
with the plans as he was fluent in German and began teaching the potential escapees the German 
language. Those who were selected to escape were of various nationalities and could speak English 
plus at least one other language as it was felt those that were linguists stood a better chance of 
success to freedom.
	 On March 25, 1944 the escape plan went into effect, with 76 officers of the RAF and RCAF 
able to escape before the alarm was sounded. The original plan was for over 200 officers to make 
their escape, but the calculation in the tunnel length left it far short of the woods and when they 
surfaced they were in open space. Kidder and Squadron Leader Thomas Graham-Kirby Green 
(RAF) were able to make it to Zlin, Czechosolvakia, where they were captured by the Gestapo. 
When Adolph Hitler received reports of the escape, he ordered the Gestapo to execute 50 of the 
76 as a punishment and warnings to the others throughout the POW camps. The German High 
Command order was referred to as the Sagan Order. Of the 50 executed officers, 6 were Canadian as 
displayed in the telegram illustrated as Figure 87. The bodies of those executed were cremated and 
their ashes were brought to Stalag Luft III, where they were interned in a ceremony on December 
4, 1944. The ashes were later exhumed and reburied in the military cemetery at Poznan, Poland.
 	 A copy of the RCAF Death Certificate is shown as Figure 88. A memorial erected at Sagan, 
Poland is shown as Figure 89 listing the names of those executed by the Gestapo.

Figure 86. Front of Kidder’s RCAF Record of Service card which mentions the 
various courses he had passed. – Library and Archives Canada, RG24, Volume 
27901 Service Number J10177
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Figure 87. Telegram notice which lists the six Canadian RCAF personnel who were executed by the Gestapo for 
their escape from Stalag Luft III. – Library and Archives Canada, RG24, Volume 27901 Service Number J10177

Figure 88. RCAF Certificate of Death 
for Gordon Arthur Kidder. – Library and 
Archives Canada, RG24, Volume 27901 
Service Number J10177

Figure 89. Photo of the memorial at Sagan, Poland in memory of those executed by 
the Gestapo.
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RCAF Personnel
from St. Catharines

in POW Camps9

The following is a list of RCAF personnel who were held as POWs from September 1939 to 
December 1944. It was obtained from the RCAF Association Prisoner of War website. This listing 
has the home towns/cities of the individuals. Those men indicated as being from St. Catharines are 
reproduced below. No POW camp information is provided.

Avery, H.F. F/L. J1315. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Birchall, L.J. S/L 0775. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Church, T.H.L. F/O J10062. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Dywan, J. FS R84487. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Foster, G.R. FS R77140. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Foulser, J.D. WO 614117. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Hare, H.E. F/O J18689. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Kidder, G.A. F/L J10177. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Page, C.R. WO2 R114415. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Smith, G.B. Ft L. J18103. From St. Catharines, Ontario

Thomas, D.F. P/O J19117. From Merritton, Ontario
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They Never Came Home

The names of members of the RCAF who came from St. Catharines and sacrificed their lives so 
that we may live in freedom are listed below. The list is printed here with the permission of the 
Mayholme Foundation, from their publication They Did Not Return, Honouring St. Catharines’ 
War Dead, WWII: 1939-1945, Korea: 1950-1953, Afghanistan: 2009, written by Brian Tipps.10

	 The names are listed as they appear in the above publication and the dates given are the 
recorded dates of their death.

The abbreviation “LAC” is short  for Leading Aircraftman.

Drury, William Henry, Squadron Leader, C1265, January 5, 1942
Brennan, Edward Michael, Sergeant, R66124, October 15, 1941
Johnston, Clarence Arthur, Flight Sergeant, R275157, May 29, 1944
MacDonald, Ernest Mills, Pilot Officer, C22654, April 22, 1943
Moyer, John Ernest, Flying Officer, J36677, April 25, 1944
Watson, Raymond, Aircraftsman, R165833, October 14, 1942
Spencer, George R., Flying Officer, J38724, December 23, 1944
Fleming, Marshall Douglas, LAC, R122618, November 3, 1942
Gibson, Arthur Gordon Bertley, Flight Sergeant, R75979, December 5, 1942
Martin, Roy Alfred, Flight Sergeant, October 14, 1942
Morgan, Charles Harold, LAC, R52650, November 22, 1940
North Everard Barrington, Warrant Officer, R64239, December 14, 1942
Watt, Robert Samuel, LAC, R52694, November 19, 1940
Bolton, Lawrence Herbert, LAC, R72304, Died May 24, 1941
Hubbert, John Monteith, Flight Sergeant, R66086, April 23, 1942
Beattie. George William, Corporal, R131119, July 21, 1945
Chittenden, Walter John, Flying Officer, J87179, R84072, March 29, 1945
Harrison, Robert Roy, Flying Officer, J25864, October 13, 1945
Smith, Ellwood Oscar, Flying Officer, J235445, August 26, 1944
Robinson, Harold James, Sergeant, R66338, December 13, 1941
Ives, Robert Owen Gregory, Flight Sergeant, R161444, July 17, 1944
Taylor, Robert William, Warrant Officer I, R115283, February 24, 1944
Munro, John Oswald, Flight Sergeant, R125923, April 19, 1943
Brookes, Robert George, Warrant Officer I, R723388, November 30, 1942
Boardman, Leonard, Sergeant, R89500, March 4, 1945
Lovett, Charles Edward, Sergeant, R208139, April 15, 1944
Holmes, Leonard Lawrence, Flight Lieutenant, C8066, October 17, 1943
Coombs, John Elliott, Sergeant, R194389, October 12, 1942
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Gillies, Alexander Scott, Sergeant, R200515, March 30, 1944
MacDonald, Ronald Edwin, Flight Sergeant, R131442, June 19, 1943
Trueman, Harry George, Flying Officer, J25122, January 31, 1944
Pearce, Clarence Walter, Pilot Officer, J27424, January 30, 1944
Kempling, Russell Joseph, Sergeant, R66089, July 20, 1941
Woodman, Douglas Albert, Sergeant, R60047, October 24, 1941
Shonk, Kenneth Lindsay, Sergeant Pilot, R66160, July 7, 1941
Hilton, William DeVeaux Woodruff, Flight Lieutenant, C1626, July 23, 1942
Malcolm, Douglas Burton St. John, Sergeant, R84388, August 4, 1942
Kester, Noel Thomas, R170747, May 26, 1944
Watt, Thomas Fair, Pilot Officer, J15347, June 10, 1942
Ashburner, Leslie, Flying Officer, J7623, April 23, 1943
Briggs-Jude, Robert William, Sergeant, R89802, September 1, 1943
Bulanda, Joseph Peter, Pilot Officer, J17591, October 11, 1942
Challes, John Thomas Irvine, Flying Officer, December 18, 1939
Cookson, William Remington, Flight Sergeant, R269387, February 23, 1945
Corman, John, Warrant Officer II, R195967, March 3, 1945
Cromb, Ian Taylor, Flying Officer, J38172, September 23, 1944
Davey, Harvey Gordon, Pilot Officer, J87894 R200501, August 13, 1944
Grover, Henry Arthur, Flight Sergeant, R84043, November 10, 1942
Halsey, Alan Leonard, Flight Sergeant, R52691, September 7, 1941
Harman , Frank Albert, Flying Officer, J15655, August 24, 1943
Hokan, Junius Lyman Edward, Flying Officer, J6833, September 26, 1942
Horne, William Robert Lynden, Pilot Officer, C22763, June 27, 1943
Lister, John Ernest, Flying Officer, J4706, February 12, 1942
Monk, Ernest Wellington, Flying Officer, J26848, July 25, 1944
Ross, Herbert John, Pilot Officer, J16873, March 30, 1943
Yacko, John Frederick, Flight Sergeant, R256200, August 23, 1944
Fox, Howard William George, Pilot Officer, J89053 R200720, June 24, 1944
Horner, Douglas Carter, Pilot Officer, J17468, June 20, 1943
Todd, Elvin George, Pilot Officer, J87145 R186495, June 13, 1944
Wilson, Harry William, Pilot Officer, J95261 R84398, June 13, 1944
Bromley, Roger Arthur, Flight Lieutenant, J11565, June 19, 1944
Elphick, James Douglas, Flying Officer, J28195 R109000, July 8, 1944
Forest, Ivor Russell, Pilot Officer, J19992, October 22, 1943
Ash, George Henry, Flight Lieutenant, R129520, November 27, 1944
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Preston, Suart Marvin, Flying Officer, J25123, May 13, 1944
Vigor, Edmond, Arthur, Pilot Officer, J185758, April 28, 1944
McGrath, Bernard Arthur, Flight Sergeant, R89516, September 3, 1942
Obson, Gordon Leonard, Sergeant, R66161, August 17, 1941
Garriock, Henry Lloyd, Flying Officer, J19068, March 15, 1945
Campbell, James Bertrand, Sergeant, R88552, August 1, 1942
Morgan, Rhys Hallam, Warrant Officer II, R66350, September 2, 1942
McLaughlin, Burton, Pilot Officer, J92133 R156853, August 17, 1944
Kidder, Gordon Arthur, Flight Lieutenant, J10177, March 25, 1944
Burne, Peter Harold, Flying Officer, J88797, February 22, 1945
Hubbard, Vincent John, Flying Officer, J29683, July 29, 1944
Morrison, Dugald, Flying Officer, J28151, July 29, 1944
Spencer, Francis Arthur, Flight Sergeant, R139365, December 29, 1943
Everest, Dennis, Sergeant, R173859, September 22, 1943
Sterns, William Meredith, Flight Lieutenant, J5306, February 22, 1944
Preston, Arthur Wallace, Flight Sergeant, R281135, March 15, 1945
Aiken, David, Pilot Officer, J18207 R66206, June 26, 1943
Davey, Jim Boyce, Flight Sergeant, R224874, February 21, 1945
Lundy, Harvey William, Flight Sergeant, R66181, April 2, 1943
Windibank, Frank Richard, Flight Sergeant, R103246, May 14, 1943
Pickering, William Vincent, Flight Sergeant, R98484, July 30, 1942
Fisk, George Charles, Flight Sergeant, R66159, April 9, 1942
Brown, John Wesley, Sergeant, R66299, January 11, 1942
Cleland, Calder Leper, Pilot Officer, J19406 R72066, July 3,  1943
Oliver, John Henry (Jack), Warrant Officer Second Class, R80486, March 10, 1943
Fitzgerald, John Bernard, Flying Officer, J25844, September 16, 1944
Schurr, Donald Dean, Pilot Officer, J95434 R173889, June 7, 1945
Gilroy, Kenneth Andrew, Warrant Officer Second Class, R84090, June 22, 1944
Christie, Burton Roxbourough, Pilot Officer, J88718 R103278, June 19, 1944
Storkey, Gordon John, Pilot Officer, J95041, January 4, 1945
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