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The cover in Figure 1 was purchased in 
1980 from Jim Hennok’s stock to add to my 
collection of Elgin County (Ontario) postal 
history.  It is a stampless money letter cover 
bearing the St. Thomas (Ontario) dual split 
circle (1829 type) postmark with a typeset 
date.  A review of four collections of Elgin 
County material and the PHSC postmark 
datebase has indicated that St. Thomas used 
the dual split circle hammer from December 
12, 1829 to June 26, 1839 with manuscript 
dates except for two periods of typeset 
dates.  A typeset dater including the year 
was used from September 3, 1835 to March 
26, 1836, then a typeset dater omitting the 
year, such as shown here, from May 29, 1836 
to September 5, 1836.  The dater device was a 
separate instrument because its impression 
sometimes overlaps the outer dual circle im-
pression.  Green ink, as appears here in both 
the postmark and ‘Paid’ was used on most of 
the covers seen with the year omitted in the 
dater.

This document, postmarked Aug 10 
(1836), is addressed to the Honourable Peter 
Robinson, Commissioner of Crown Lands.  
The contents, written by Farquard Campbell, 
“beg to enclose to you sixteen pounds cy as 
payment for the 2nd instalment on No. 16, 
13 Conc. in Yarmouth”.  The folded cover is 
unusually long at 7.5 inches, presumably to 
accommodate the currency enclosed.

Several years after adding this cover to 
my collection I began pursuit of another 
hobby - my genealogy.

By William Clark

My Favorite Cover 
1836 St. Thomas, Upper Canada

My grandmother on the Clark side was 
born Catharine Campbell on a farm in 
Elgin’s Dunwich Township, north of the 
village of Dutton where I was born.  Trac-
ing her family history led me 40 kmeast-
ward to Campbells in a farming area south 
of the town of Belmont, Ontario in Elgin’s 
Yarmouth Township.  I learned that James 
Campbell (1777-1859) and wife Margaret 
Brown (1776-1852) came to Canada in 1831 
and settled on farm property south of 
Belmont.  James and Margaret had six sons 
and three daughters.  Five of those sons re-
mained and raised their families on a cluster 
of 100 acre farms in that area. One of those 
sons was the Farquard who mailed the in-
stalment payment.  Another was his brother 
John Campbell (1811-1891), my great-great-
grandfather.  John purchased the north half 
of Lot 16, Concession 13, Yarmouth Town-
ship from his brother Farquard and farmed 
the property.

I was surprised and delighted to real-
ize that this cover relates to the purchase of 
what was a Clergy Reserve, part of which 
became the home property of my great-
great-grandfather.

It is not every day that one finds that an 
item applies to two hobbies, but that proved 
the case with this cover.
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Figure 1. 1836 St. Thomas money letter.
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