Uncovering the Earliest Date of Use of the
17¢ Stamp of New Brunswick
By Spencer G. Sealy
The first of the Cents stamps of colonial
New Brunswick were issued in 1860 and remained in use until about April 1, 1868 when
they were replaced by the general issue of
the Dominion of Canada.1 The 1¢, 10¢, and
12½¢ values were issued in late April 1860,
whereas the 5 cents was not issued until
several weeks later due to the delay caused
by the suppression of the “Connell” issue.1,2
(The 2 cents value was not issued until 1863
or early in 1864.1,3,4)
The date of issue of the 17¢ black has not
been established with certainty. Sparked by
an article on the Connell stamp published
in 19545 and after consulting “voluminous
correspondence” by postal officials in which
no mention was made of a 17 cents stamp,
Henry Heins argued that this stamp was
likely issued later in 1860, after the other
four values (1¢, 5¢, 10¢, and 12½¢) were issued that year.6,7 He stated (page 90) that
“The reader by this time will be ready to
take me to task for my continued assertions
that the 17¢ stamp appeared later in 1860
than the other four, in view of the fact that
our modern catalogues give the definite
impression that all five values were issued
together.” 7 Indeed, it was stated that the
17 cents rate came into effect on April 2,
1860, but nothing was said then about a 17¢
stamp8, and Argenti (page 131) believed that
… “the order for [17¢ stamps] was an afterthought and given about four months later
than the order for the others, [nevertheless]
they were all paid for within the postal year
ending October 31st 1860.”1

Heins’s argument was based largely on a
letter dated May 15, 1860 from PostmasterGeneral Charles Connell, to the Post Office
Department, in which he referred to the first
four stamp issues of 1860, but said nothing
about a 17 cents value being introduced with
the other stamps.7 Connell wrote:
15th May, 1860
“Sir,—I am in receipt of your favor
informing me that you had been desired by
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor
to request that I would distribute the one,
ten, and twelve-and-a-half cent Postage
Stamps procured by me, and to take steps
to procure a five cent Stamp for future distribution. You will inform His Excellency
that I was authorized by Minute of Council in December last, to procure a one, five,
ten, and twelve-and-a-half cent Postage
Stamp, and that all these denominations
are now in the Office of this Department
ready for distribution.”
I have, &c., &c. 		

(Signed)		
Charles Connell
The Hon. S. L. Tilley

Heins pointed out further that there
is no evidence that a 17¢ stamp had been
thought of when the other four issues were
printed.7 He speculated that “the approach
of winter in 1860, and the recurrent need
for routing overseas mail via United States
ports, … caused plans for a 17¢ value to be
made. Furthermore, a memorable event and
a royal personage were fresh in the minds
of everyone in New Brunswick.” Heins
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was referring to the visit to New Brunswick
by the 19-year-old Prince of Wales, grandson
of Queen Victoria, on August 2, 1860.6,7 Also
noted was whether it was the preparation for
this visit, or the memory of it afterward, that
the 17¢ stamp apparently was introduced in
late 1860 and bore the Prince’s image. This was
apparently the first stamp to commemorate a
royal visit to Canada and the colonies and, for
this reason, a portrait of the Prince, later King
Edward VII, was chosen to be depicted on the
stamp, instead of that of Queen Victoria or her
well-known husband, Prince Albert .7
The postage rate for transatlantic mail to
the United Kingdom after 1860, via Halifax by
Cunard packet, was 12½¢ per one-half ounce,
but during the winter months, when the Allan
Line used Portland, Maine, as its winter terminus, the rate to the United Kingdom was 17¢,
which also applied to letters from New Brunswick sent by British Packet from any American
port.1,8 If the 17¢ value was introduced in the fall
of 1860, the earliest date of its use would have
been expected to be no earlier than the winter
months of 1861, when mail passed through
ports in the United States. But the 17¢ stamp
was used sparingly compared with the 12½
cents and other smaller values, possibly because
the latter values provided greater flexibility for
making up the various postal rates.1 For this
and other reasons, the 17¢ stamp, on cover, is
one of the great rarities of the postal history of
pre-confederation New Brunswick.1 Perhaps
not surprisingly, enterprising forgers created
several fake covers that bear this stamp.
The apparently infrequent use of this
rate also may reflect its higher value and
that only 100,000 were printed, compared
with 400,000 of the 12½ cents.1,8 That the 17¢
stamp, as well as the 2¢ and 5¢, were among
large supplies of remainders left over after
Confederation9,10 also meant those stamps
did not see postal duty. Many of these re-
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mainders, including the 17¢ stamp, later received well-centred broken-circle markings
from a range of small, generally short-lived
post offices in New Brunswick, of which
most were dated between 1863 and 1865.9,10

Addressing the genuineness of covers

Among the difficulties in determining
the earliest date and the span of use of the
17¢ stamp, whether for transatlantic mail or
to make up other rates, is that only about
a dozen covers apparently have survived
(Table 1), and, although the years of despatch
or dates of arrival are available for the covers, days and months could not always be
deciphered. Compounding these problems
is concern over the genuineness of some of
the covers, despite most being accompanied
by certificates issued by creditable expertization committees. Dates of mailing of the 17¢
stamp derived from descriptions of covers
in treatises of the postal history of New
Brunswick and from auction catalogues in
my possession and online were listed in
chronological order in Table 1. I ignored
covers determined unquestionably to be
fake. Following tabulation, I described each
cover, including an image if available, and,
when necessary, I noted reasons for concern
regarding a cover’s authenticity.
a
Information pertaining to the covers was derived from descriptions and photographs provided
in the following publications and auction catalogues (denoted by the corresponding numeral in
Table 1): 1. The Postage Stamps of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia1; 2. The Postal History of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick 1754–18678; 3. Matthew Bennett International (Feb 29, 2012; Lot 742); 4. Matthew Bennett International (Feb 29, 2012; Lot 741); 5. Eastern
Auctions Ltd (Mar 16, 2002; Lot 340); 6. R. Maresch
& Son (Feb 28, 2006; Lot 255); 7. Brigham Auctions
Ltd (Jun 2, 2000; Lot 697); 8. Spink America (Apr
13, 1999; Lot 126); 9. Spink America (Apr 13, 1999;
Lot 128); 10. Eastern Auctions Ltd (Nov 8, 2018; Lot
32); 11. Spink America (Apr 13, 1999; Lot 129); 12.
Eastern Auctions Ltd (Nov 10, 2018; Lot 666).
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Table 1. Dates of despatch of covers bearing the 17 cents stamp of New Brunswick.
No.

Date of
despatch

Origin

Destination

Provenance /
Sourcea

Bearing the 17¢ stamp
1

1862, Mar 26

Saint John (oval
grid)

Via Portland, Maine: to Pitlochry,
Scotland; re-mailed to Liverpool,
England, Great Britain 1d. red
added

3.

2

1862, Dec 13

Saint John (“1”
oval grid)

London, England

4.

3

1863

? (oval grid)

London to Lille, France

5. Ex. Argenti

4

1865, Sep 8

Saint John (oval
grid)

Via Halifax and Calais: to Dunkerque, France

6. Ex. Wilkinson

5

1866, Feb 14

Saint John (unnumbered grid)

Via Portland; to Liverpool, England

7. Ex. Argenti

6

1866, Sep 14

Saint John (oval
grid)

Via New York; to London, England 8. Ex. Chaun,
Welburn

7

1867, Dec 10

Fredericton
(oval grid)

Via “United States”: to London,
England

8. (page 288)

17¢ [2 x] = 34¢
8

1866, Aug 6

Chatham (oval Via Halifax to London, England
grids)

9. Ex. Jarrett,
Agenti, Kanai

10¢, 17¢ = 27¢e
9

1867, Sep 22

Saint John (“1”
oval grid)

Via Halifax: London and Paris to
Chalons-sur-Marne, but redirected
to Chalons-sur-Saone, France

1,10. Ex. Burrus, Kanai,
Chaun

5¢, 10¢ [2 pairs], 17¢ [2 x] = 79¢
10

1863, Jun

Saint John (oval
grid)

Registered to Harvey, New Brunswick

1,11. Ex. Seybold, DaleLichtenstein,
Kanai, Chaun

1¢, 10¢, 12¢ [block of 4], 17¢ [pair] = 95¢
11

1864, May 27

Saint John, (oval Registered to Harvey, New Brunsgrids)
wick
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Covers bearing the 17¢ stamp of New
Brunswick
1. This cover bears the earliest date of use
of the 17¢ black used to pay the single rate
to Continental Europe and to the United
Kingdom via an American port (Table 1), in
this case, the winter terminus of Portland,
Maine (Figure 1). The 17¢ black was tied by
a slightly smudged oval grid consisting of
14 bars or lines, typical of NB. Type 21, and a
space for a single digit, apparently “1”, rather
than the eleven bar oval grid most frequently
applied to transatlantic mail paid by the
12½¢ stamp11 (also see cover #8 below). The
bars appear thinner than those typical of this
often-used cancel, but it is backed by a 1960
RPS Certificate. The envelope, which was addressed to a Mr. Butler, 9 Faskally, Pitlochry,
Scotland, was despatched at Saint John on
March 26, 1862 (on reverse) back stamped
at St. Stephen (March 27) and re-mailed
upon arrival in Pitlochry (April 17) with the
addition of Great Britain 1d. red (Table 1) to

38 Parliament Street, Liverpool. This is the
only recorded 17¢ mixed-country franking,
although Argenti did not mention it, perhaps
because it was not known at the time.
2. The second cover bore the 17¢ stamp
tied by a “1” numeral grid (NB. Type 2) and
was despatched from Saint John on December 13, 1862 (on reverse) to London, England,
with arrival indicated by a red PAID date
stamp on the face, although only the year
can be deciphered with confidence (Figure
2). The cover was addressed to Mr. George
Vernell, Professor at Veterinary College, St.
Pancras, Camden Town, London, England.
Although this cover sold at a recent auction,
concern over its genuineness forced its later
withdrawal, despite being accompanied by a
1999 V.G. Greene Certificate.
3. This cover, which bore a single 17¢
black tied by an eleven-bar oval grid, was
despatched at Saint John, New Brunswick in
1863 and carried via London to Lille, France
(dates not deciphered from receivers on face),

Figure 1. The 17¢ stamp of New Brunswick tied by a barred oval grid to a cover
despatched at Saint John on March 26, 1862, to Pitlochry, Scotland, arriving on
April 16, whereupon it was forwarded to Liverpool with the addition of Great Britain
1d. red, arriving on April 17, 1862. (Courtesy of Matthew Bennett International.)
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Figure 2. Cover bearing 17 cents black tied by numeral grid and despatched at
Saint John (back stamped December 13, 1862) to London. (Courtesy of Matthew
Bennett International.)

Figure 3. Cover bearing 17 cents black tied by barred oval grid and despatched at
Saint John in 1863 (back stamp) to London. (Courtesy of Eastern Auctions Ltd.)

with black crayon “8” Great Britain credit rating (Figure 3). The cover is accompanied by a
Royal Philatelic Society (RPS) Certificate.
4. An advertising cover bearing the 17¢
black was sent by Craig & Melvin, Stamp
& Coin Dealers, Princess Street, St. John,
N.B. to Mons. Gustave Leglise, Dunkerque,
France. The dearler’s slogan on the face
reads, “PROM P T NES S” I S OU R MOT-

TO. Small profits!--Quick returns!! (Figure
4). Endorsed “Via Halifax”, the cover was
despatched from Saint John on September 6,
1865 (on reverse), and traveled via London
(September 25, red PAID datestamp on face),
and Calais (September 25), before arriving
at Dunkerque on September 25 (backstamp).
The cover was carried by the Cunard Line
Africa from Halifax to Queenstown, and
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arrived in London with transit matching
the French oval “PD” handstamp in red on
face plus red crayon “7” Great Britain credit
rating. The cover is accompanied by a 1974
Royal Philatelic Society of London (RPSL)
Certificate, on which is stated “... used on
cover – is genuine as far as one can say”,
although the grid appears round and indistinct, apparently struck twice. No mention
was made of the Hussey Time Posted label
that sealed the flap.
The Hussey Time Posted label (Type A,
blue12) used to seal the flap (Figure 4) raises

several questions, in light of a recent essay.12 Did the cover actually travel via New
York, rather than Halifax, as endorsed on
the front? The label establishes a time of 2:30
PM on September 8, 1965, but this apparently post-dated the label’s last known use,
although many labels did not bear the year.
Being untied raises a question with respect
to its genuineness. Covers bearing this
label are rare; the one described here was
not listed in a preliminary survey of covers bearing this label12, but it appears as an
example online.13

Figure 4. Advertising cover bearing the 17¢ transatlantic rate to France,
tied by a barred oval grid. The cover was despatched at Saint John on
September 6, 1865, and traveled via London and Calais, with arrival in
Dunkerque on September 25, 1865. Note the Hussey Tine Posted label
(dated September 8, 1865) used to seal the flap. (Courtesy of Schuyler
Rumsey Philatelic Auctions.)
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5. This cover bore the 17¢ black tied by
oval grid and endorsed “via Portland” (partial cover shown, Brigham Auctions Ltd, Jun
2, 2000; Lot 697). The letter was despatched
on February 14, 1866 from Saint John, New
Brunswick, and transported via St. Stephen
and Portland, Maine (backstamps), via the
Cunard Line Australasian, which arrived at
Liverpool on March 4, 1866, as indicated
by the red receiver on the face. The cover
is accompanied by 1956 RSP and 1990 V.C.
Greene Certificates.
6. This cover bore the 17¢ black tied by a
problematic barred oval that was despatched
at Saint John, New Brunswick, on September
14, 1866 (on reverse). It was endorsed “Via
New York” and traveled via St. Stephen, arriving in London on September 29, 1866 (red
PAID datestamp on face). The letter was sent
by Mrs. John Mills to Mr. John Mills Esq., 9
Albany Street, Regents Park, London, England (Figure 5). What is problematic is the
grid cancel apparently was struck twice, in-

completely the first(?) time, and with lighter
ink. Additional support for the authenticity
of this cover, in addition to its Certificate,
is that another letter in this correspondence
was sent to the same address about one
month earlier (see below).
The earlier letter bore a single 12½¢
Steamship that paid the transatlantic rate
to the United Kingdom via Halifax. It was
despatched in July 1866 from Sackville,
New Brunswick, and arrived at Liverpool
on July 27, 1866 (backstamp). The letter was
originally addressed to John Mills Esq, Capt.
Cronk, Ship Gibbs Bright & Co., Liverpool,
whereas it was re-mailed with Great Britain
1d. rose-red tied by “Liverpool 3 AU 66”
duplex to the same address at Regents Park,
London, where it was received on August 4,
1866 as indicated by the arrival backstamp
(Figure 6). This cover was carried by the
Cunard Line Cuba from Halifax to Queenstown, arriving on July 26, 1866, with arrival
the following day in Liverpool. Although

Figure 5. Cover bearing a single 17 cents black despatched from Saint John, New Brunswick,
on September 14, 1866 (on reverse) via St. Stephen and “Via New York” on the Cunard
steamer Scotia to London (red receiver on the face dated September 29, 1866). (Courtesy of
Spink America.)
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Figure 6. Cover from the same correspondence as in #6 despatched at Sackville, New Brunswick, in July 1866, with arrival in Liverpool on July 27, 1866,
according to the backstamp. It was re-mailed with Great Britain 1d. rose-red
tied by “Liverpool 3 AU 66” duplex to London, and received on August 3
(red London backstamp). (Courtesy of Shuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions.)

there is no certificate, the cover is considered
a rare New Brunswick-Great Britain franking that paid the transatlantic rate. It is the
only New Brunswick-Great Britain franking
I have seen among more than 90 covers on
which the 12½ cents Steamship was used to
pay this rate to Great Britain.

7. A registered cover dated December 26,
1867 was figured in The Postal History of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick 1754-18678 (Figure
7). The letter was despatched on December
10, 1867 from Fredericton, New Brunswick,
to London, via the United States, bearing a
single 17¢ black cancelled with a barred oval

Figure 7. Registered cover from Fredericton, New Brunswick, to London via
the United States, dated December 10, 1867. (Pictured in The Postal History
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 1754-18678).
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Figure 8. Cover bearing two single 17¢ stamps that paid the double rate to Great
Britain. It was despatched at Chatham, New Brunswick, in August 1863 with arrival
in London, also in August 1863. (Courtesy of Spink America.)

grid with crayon “8” Great Britain credit
rating added. This stamp was used about
six months after confederation and after the
stamps of Canada were issued.
8. Paying the double rate to Great Britain,
this cover bore two single 17¢ stamps tied
by barred oval grids and endorsed “Steamer
via Portland & New York” (Figure 8). It was
despatched at Chatham, New Brunswick, in
August 1863, with arrival in London, also in
August 1863, according to the obscured red
PAID datestamp on the face. The cover is accompanied by a 1959 RPS Certificate.
9. Argenti described this cover and each
of the following as unique, providing the
only known examples of their respective
frankings, in this case, making up the 27¢
rate to France (Figure 9). The cover was
endorsed “Via Halifax NS” and it was paid
by a single 10¢ vermillion plus 17c black, both
tied by oval grid cancels. It was addressed
to A. Peliot & Co. at Chalons-sur-Marne, but
re-addressed to Chalons-sur-Saome, and

despatched from Saint John on September 24,
1867 (on reverse) and arrived in London (Paid,
October 5, 1867), indicated by a circular date
stamp in red and red French oval “PD” handstamp on the face. On the back were Calais
(October 6), three additional French transits,
and several CDS arrival postmarks.
Argenti was puzzled by this franking because at the time the rate was 17¢ to France,
and the double rate was 33 cents. He conceded, however, that “the cover … appears
to be genuine”; it is accompanied by a 1963
BPA certificate, signed by Robson Lowe and
others. Recently offered at auction, the cover
was described as “widely regarded as the
most important and valuable decimal cover
of New Brunswick” (Eastern).
10. The first of two registered covers addressed to James Brewster of Harvey, New
Brunswick, was franked with a single 5¢
blue green, two pairs of the 10¢ vermillion,
and two singles of the 17¢ black, tied by oval
grids, making up a rate of 79¢ (Figure 10).
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Figure 9. Cover despatched from Saint John, New Brunswick, to Chalons-sur-Marne
and re-addressed to Chalons-sur-Saone, France. (Courtesy of Eastern Auctions Ltd.)

Figure 10. Registered letter despatched in June 1863 from Saint John, New Brunswick to
Harvey. (Courtesy of Eastern Auctions Ltd.)
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The letter was despatched from Saint John
(June 1863), with the two-line red “REGISTERED LETTER No” handstamp and
No. “1392” in manuscript on the face. The
contents, possibly money (see cover #11),
was written in manuscript but obscured
by stamps. It is accompanied by a 1969 RPS
certificate.
11. A large portion of a handmade envelope bore a 95¢ franking that consisted of
single 1¢ and 10¢, pair of 17¢ black, and block
of four of the 12½¢ Steamship (Figure 11), the
only recorded block on cover. The stamps
were lightly cancelled by unnumbered oval
grids, rather than barred ovals that generally
were used at this time11, as on cover #9. It
was despatched from Saint John on May 27,
1864 and, as in cover #10, the addressee was
James Brewer, of Harvey. On the face were

the two-line red “REGISTERED LETTER
No” handstamp and “No. 1215” in manuscript. This was the highest franking / rate
cover of the entire Decimal Issue of New
Brunswick.1 Argenti was curious about the
addition of the 1 cent stamp, and commented that “... the Postmaster or the addresser
must have assumed 94 cents to be an underpayment.”1 The rate, which actually paid
17-times the domestic rate (85 cents) plus the
registration fee of 10 cents, is accompanied
by a 1970 British Philatelic Society (BPA)
certificate.
Mixed franking of the 17¢ rate to Great Britain
Among six covers in the “Henry Blacktin” correspondence I have examined, the
earliest bore a mixed franking of 2¢[1], 5¢[1],
and 10¢[1] tied by barred oval grids to make
up the 17¢ rate to Great Britain (Figure 12).

Figure 11. Portion of handmade envelope bearing a 95¢ franking, registered and containing money, which was
despatched from Saint John to Harvey. (Courtesy of Eastern Auctions Ltd.)
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Figure 12. Cover in the “Henry Blacktin” correspondence despatched from Saint
John, New Brunswick, on February 3, 1864, with arrival at Bradford, England,
on February 19, 1864 (on reverse). (Courtesy of R. Maresch & Son Auctions.)

Endorsed “By Way Portland Maile”, the
cover was despatched at Saint John, New
Brunswick (February 3, 1864), with transits
at St. Stephen and Portland, Maine, before
being carried by the Cunard Line Canada,
with arrival at Bradford in Yorkshire on February 19, 1864, according to the backstamp.
Argenti noted that this was the only known
cover sent from New Brunswick in which
the 17 cents rate was made up of a combination of decimal stamps.4 This cover holds
Foundation Certificate No. 50341 and a 1990
V.G. Greene Certificate14.

Dates of mailing

Dates of despatch were determined from
six covers that bore single 17¢ stamps (date
unavailable for cover #3), one bearing two 17¢
stamps paying the double rate, and one cover
franked with the 17¢ black plus a GB 1d red
stamp, sent to France (Table 1). Two additional
covers bore the 17¢ stamp franked with other
values that were sent locally. The earliest recorded date of use among letters that paid the
single transatlantic rate via the United States,
or were franked with other rates used locally,
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was March 26, 1862. This was more than one
year after the 17¢ stamp was allegedly introduced, which is not surprising if this rate was
used strictly for mail sent during freeze-up in
winter, although the stamp would have been
available earlier to make up other combinations destined locally. The only combination
observed was that used on a cover in the
Blacktin correspondence (Figure 12), which
was mailed on February 3, 1864. Late dates of
use were September 22, 1867, and December
10, 1867 (Table 1), which were about three and
six months after the stamps of Canada were
introduced, respectively.
It may be assumed, however, although
probably incorrectly, that few if any letters
bearing the 17¢ stamp were sent during the
first year or so after this stamp was issued.
In fact, the 12½ cents Steamship was used
for most mail to the United Kingdom and
Europe during the non-winter months, before and after freeze-up1, but covers bearing
this rate continued to be sent, via Halifax,
during the winter months, even for several
months after Confederation.15 Year-round
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use of the 12½¢ rate is confirmed by plotting
the dates of mailing of a sample of covers
bearing this rate and the 17¢ rate at bi-weekly intervals over the year (Figure 13).
Although most letters were sent during
the summer months, there was no apparent
let-up in the use of the 12½ cents rate in the
winter (Figure 12), when the 17¢ rate would
have been expected to have been used. On
the other hand, only three of the eight dated
covers for which the 17 cents or the double
registered rate were paid (see Table 1) were
despatched in winter (Figure 12). Apparently
the 17¢ rate was used infrequently as long
as mail that was franked with the lower rate
continued to be carried across the Atlantic
Ocean throughout the winter.
This point is illustrated further by considering dates of use of sixteen Cents covers from
the “Miss Smith” correspondence. All letters

were despatched from Saint John, New Brunswick, to London or Ware (July 9, 1860 to April
25, 186516). None of the covers was paid at the
17¢ rate, including six letters mailed in winter:
January (2 covers), March (3), and December (1).
A single cover franked with two 12½¢ stamps
that paid the double rate was despatched on
April 5, 1860.16 In light of the more than 55
covers in the Miss Smith correspondence that
have survived, beginning in the Pence era, in
mid-185516, it is likely that any that paid the 17¢
rate would have been among them.
In summary, from the few covers available,
including some of doubtful provenance, we
are left with uncertainty regarding the earliest
date of use of the 17¢ stamp of New Brunswick,
although there is no reason to doubt that the
stamp was issued later in 18601,8,15, as the results
of Heins’s research originally suggested.6,7

Figure 13. Bi-weekly chronology of dates of despatch of covers bearing the 12½¢ stamp (black bars) and 17¢
stamp (hatched bars) of New Brunswick, paying transatlantic rates to the United Kingdom and Europe.
Dates of despatch of 62 covers bearing the 12½¢ rate spanned July 9, 1860 to April 25, 1865; dates of eight
covers bearing the 17¢ rate spanned March 26, 1862 to September 22, 1867.
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