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By Neil Donen, Gray Scrimgeour, FRPSC and Kevin O’Reilly, FRPSC

The 1935 Voyage of the RMS Nascopie 
in the Eastern Arctic

Introduction

In 1903, seeking to strengthen its Arctic 
sovereignty claims, the Canadian 
government established a Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) outpost on 
Herschel Island in the Western Arctic. 
Between 1905 and 1911 a series of 
government expeditions travelled in the 
Eastern Arctic with the express purpose 
of establishing Canadian sovereignty 
on various islands as a means of laying 
claim to them. In 1919 a police post was 
established at Port Burwell and a second 
opened at Pond Inlet in 1922. Between 1922 
and 1931 government vessels undertook 
annual voyages (commonly called the 
Eastern Arctic Patrol or EAP) to steadily 
expand the number of police posts in the 
Arctic as well as to deliver supplies to 
these outposts. These posts, which also 
functioned as post offi  ces were designed 
to meet the international legal requirement 
of occupation of the territory and the 
performance of government administrative 
functions such as postal service and 
enforcement of law. 

To reduce its  nancial costs during 

the Great Depression the government 
contracted with the Hudson’s Bay Company 
(HBC) to rent space aboard its vessels in 
1932. The agreement included a provision 
for the vessels to receive a special date 
stamp. The following year the SS Nascopie 
began its  rst northern trip on behalf of the 
company  ying the Royal Mail pendant. In 
1934 it welcomed aboard its  rst postmaster 
offi  cially appointed from staff  of the Post 
Offi  ce Department. In 1935 the designation 
of the vessel was changed from SS Nascopie 
to RMS (Royal Mail Ship) Nascopie. 

This article is an in-depth study of the 
1935 voyage of the Nascopie and seeks to 
highlight many postal and other historical 
issues related to the EAP.

The Nascopie, its captain and crew

The Nascopie, built in 1911, weighed 2,500 
gross tons, was 285 feet long and 44 feet 
wide with a draft of 20 feet (Fig. 1). Prior to 
1933 it travelled each year from Britain to 
Canada for the summer Arctic voyage. From 
1933 it remained in Canada. Each summer it 
undertook a 10,000 mile (16,000 km) journey 
to the various outposts. In 1947 it struck an 
uncharted reef off  Cape Dorset, remaining 
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on the reef for two months before breaking 
apart.

Captaining the Nascopie on her 1935 voyage 
was Thomas Farrar Smellie, OBE (1880-1963, 
Fig. 2). Born in Hull, England he served two 
stints as captain of the Nascopie (1917-9 and 
1933-45). At the time of the 1935 voyage, 
he was living in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Following his retirement after 30 years of 
service with HBC, mainly in the Arctic, 
he moved to Vancouver. In 1943 he was 
awarded the Order of the British Empire 
(OBE) for ‘public service in connection with 
the Arctic.’

The Nascopie had a 45-member crew, most 
from Newfoundland and engaged under 
the British Board of Trade Regulations. The 
average monthly wage for the journey was 

Figure 1: RMS Nascopie at Port Burwell.

Figure 2: Captain Smellie at 
Pangnirtung.
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$75 plus overtime. In addition to delivering 
supplies to the various HBC outposts, the 
Nascopie carried mail to and from persons 
living in the Arctic as well as philatelic 
mail from collectors seeking to have covers 
mailed to them from the various northern 
post offi  ces. The on-board party usually 
included administrative offi  cers, scientists, 
RCMP members (who would be either 
relieving existing members or those being 
relieved of duties in the Eastern Arctic) and 
tourists.

The 1935 voyage – planning

Planning for the 1935 voyage began in 
January 1935 with the contract between HBC 
and the government being formally signed 
on June 6, 1935 (arrangements were  nalized 
in late March 1935). The contract (for a fee 
of $23,000), included establishment of a 
schedule for the movement of the Nascopie to 
various ports to carry supplies, transport of 
RCMP personnel to and from the diff erent 
outposts in the Arctic, on board government 
personnel and the carriage of mail. The 
Montreal date of departure and return of 
the vessel to Halifax were set for July 13 and 
September 29 respectively. Major David 
Livingstone McKeand (1878-1966), who 
served as the Superintendent of the Eastern 
Arctic and Secretary to the Northwest 
Territories (NWT) Council was also the 
Offi  cer-in-Charge of the EAP. In this role 
he accompanied the Patrol on the Nascopie. 
Identi cation of various individuals such 
as scientists and members of the press 
who would be included in the trip took up 
most of the time of his early activities. In 
early March 1935, McKeand requested the 
appointment of a postal representative. A 
memo dated March 23, 1935 con rmed that 
Mr. William Melville MacLean (1888-c1978) 

would be performing this function as well as 
that of secretary to the expedition. 

The issue of designating the Nascopie as 
an RMS was initially raised by Ralph 
Parsons (1881-1956), the HBC Fur Trade 
Commissioner, in February 1933 during 
the discussions to use the Nascopie for 
EAP business. Parsons also suggested 
having an HBC representative named as 
the Nascopie postmaster. Although the idea 
was initially rejected, the Nascopie was 
permitt ed to  y the Royal Mail pendant. 
Following the recommendation of RCMP 
Inspector Theodore Vincent Sandys-Wunch, 
OBE (1892-1966) in his report of the 1933 
voyage, the Post Offi  ce appointed a member 
of its staff  for the 1934 voyage to act as 
postmaster. It is not clear exactly when the 
Post Offi  ce agreed to the RMS designation. 
The proposed itinerary for the 1935 voyage 
submitt ed by HBC on February 22, 1935 
included the designation “RMS” However, 
an internal Post Offi  ce Department 
memorandum, dated March 23, 1935 still 
referred to the vessel as the “SS Nascopie”. 
On April 18, the draft contract drawn up by 
HBC was submitt ed to the NWT Council 
and included the wording “RMS Nascopie” 
suggesting that in the interim there had 
been agreement on the change. 

Handling of the mail

The Nascopie was considered a full service 
accounting post offi  ce (#2790) with its 
personnel appointed from the Railway Mail 
Service branch. Three separate processes 
were set up to deal with mail received.

RCMP Mail: This was offi  cial and personnel 
mail to the various police posts. These were 
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collected at RCMP headquarters, placed in 
special locked bags and labelled for each 
post. Thus, this mail was not handled by the 
Nascopie postmaster.

HBC Mail: Mail for HBC personnel was 
collected in Montreal and sent in special 
HBC packets. Lett ers and periodicals so 
addressed were packed in boxes (1½ ft. x 2 
ft. x 4 ft. in size) and shipped as freight. As 
with the RCMP mail, this mail was also not 
handled by the Nascopie postmaster.

All other mail: These were handled and 
processed by the Nascopie postmaster. They 
included

a) Mail received and processed 
at the Montreal Post Offi  ce in 
response to news releases and 
noti cations to philatelists.

b) Lett ers posted on board the 
vessel.

c) Mail picked up from the various 
post offi  ces en route.

Figure 3: Part of the circular lett er mailed to collectors and others 
providing information on the upcoming voyage of the Nascopie.
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A more detailed explanation 
of this last mail processing 
procedure is dealt with 
below.

Processes and procedures 
for the handling of non-
RCMP and non-HBC mail.

On June 8, 1935 a 
circular lett er was sent 
to philatelists, dealers, 
newspapers and various 
stamp journals announcing 
the upcoming journey to 
the Eastern Arctic and 
providing details on the 
requirements to have 
mail included on the 

telic mail Port Burwell” etc.
3) Lett ers intended for Ship’s 

cancellation were placed in 
a separate bag.

4) Air Mail and Special De-
livery lett ers were simi-
larly faced, tied in bundles, 
labelled and placed in the 
respective post offi  ce bag.

5) Lett ers paid at 13c or greater 
were also to be made up 
separately and placed in 
large registered envelopes 
marked for each post offi  ce.

The  nal decision related to the issue of 
stamps to be used aboard the Nascopie. It 
was decided to use only the 1935 Silver 
Jubilee stamps (issued May 4) and the 
George V Pictorials (1c to 8c values only) 
issued on June 1, 1935. Aware that the 
majority of the mail would be philatelic 
in nature, stamps with good centering 
were chosen by the Post Offi  ce. Because 

Figure 4: Top section of notices posted in local Post Offi  ces in 
Canada.

voyage. Below is a section of the circular 
notice highlighting some of the mailing 
requirements (Fig. 3). 

A notice was also circulated to each post 
offi  ce in Canada providing information on 
the location and dates of where items would 
be ‘mailed from’ i.e. cancelled. Fig. 4 is part 
of the notice. Neither the circular lett er nor 
the post offi  ce notice listed Port Harrison as 
a post offi  ce. 

Concurrently internal post offi  ce 
instructions for the handling of the mail 
were  nalised. Five key points, listed below, 
were noted.

1) Lett ers for the various post 
offi  ces were to be placed in 
separately labelled bags. 

2) Lett ers for each offi  ce were 
faced (to make it easier for 
the postmaster to date can-
cel the stamps) and tied in 
bundles and labelled “Phila-
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collectors (mainly Canadian) could mail 
covers with stamps already affi  xed to them 
to either the Post Offi  ce in Montreal or to the 
Nascopie, Canadian stamps of other issues 
and denominations were also used and 
cancelled. 

According to Herman Jacobi, Jr., a philatelic 
writer and First Day cachet maker, 
who interviewed MacLean in the 1950s, 
those covers sent in by collectors, and 
accompanied by the appropriate payment 
and requiring the affi  xing of stamps to them, 
had stamps applied to them in varying 
combinations at the post offi  ce in Ott awa 
prior to departure. The covers were then 
bundled as listed above. Covers already 
having stamps on them could be mailed to 
Montreal as per the notices placed in post 
offi  ces.

Although there has been a suggestion that 
a second canceller for each community 
was carried on the Nascopie, MacLean was 
quite clear that all cancelling was done 
ashore at the respective post offi  ce as no 
steel cancellers were available on board the 
vessel. It seems that this work was done by 
MacLean himself, even though the RCMP 
offi  cers were the offi  cial postmasters at each 
port. Some mail was cancelled aboard the 
Nascopie with the Nascopie handstamp.  

The only exception may be Craig Harbour 
where there was both a broken circle and a 
full circle date stamps.  The full circle date 
stamp was proofed on June 27, 1935 and 
was thus brought up on the Nascopie.  The 
authors have only seen the full circle used 
on dates the vessel was in port suggesting it 
may not have been stored at Craig Harbour 
between visits.

All mail cancelled before and whilst the 

vessel was in Churchill (August 12-17, 
1935) was sent by train to Winnipeg for 
distribution. Mail cancelled after August 17 
was carried on the remainder of the voyage 
and distributed after arrival in Halifax on 
September 28. Unfortunately the offi  cial 
record of the number of postal items carried 
on the voyage has been lost. An internal post 
offi  ce memorandum dated May 29, 1936 
suggests that some 15,000 postal items were 
handled on the 1935 voyage of which 1,600 
were registered, affi  xed with stamps ranging 
from 13c to $2.25. MacLean, in his interview 
with Jacobi, indicated that approximately 
75 bags of mail were transported to the 
various outposts for the HBC staff , RCMP 
staff , missionaries and health personnel. On 
average two hundred items were mailed 
back from each of these communities, except 
Pangnirtung, where the number exceeded 
1,000.

The details of the various cancellations and 
postal issues are discussed below.

The 1935 voyage of the Nascopie.

The 11-week, 9,715 statute-mile (8,436 
nautical miles) journey began from Montreal 
on July 13, 1935. As in previous years the 
ship sat very low in the water when leaving 
Montreal. Some 233 tons of supplies were 
carried. This was re ected in the ship’s draft 
which was 22ft 5 inches at the bow and 22ft 
2 inches at the stern when it left and 10ft 
8 inches (bow), 18ft 3inches (stern) on its 
arrival in Halifax.

Fig. 5 shows the locations of the various 
post offi  ces at which mail was cancelled 
during the 1935 voyage. Prior to 1935 
Chester eld Inlet had not been included 
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as part of the annual EAP voyage. Table 1 
is a summary listing the key dates leading 
up to the voyage as well as the arrival and 
departure dates of the Nascopie at these 
locations.  These diff er slightly from those 
sent in the advance notice to philatelists and 
newspapers and also those posted in local 

post offi  ces.  The change in dates applies 
particularly to the later part of the voyage. 
The major reason for this was the signi cant 
amount of ice packs and fog encountered 
which slowed the progress of both the vessel 
and the unloading of supplies. As a result, 
to make up time, Cartwright was bypassed 
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on the return voyage. Items that were to 
be either delivered to or picked up from 
Cartwright were subsequently transported 
via the Newfoundland Railway Steamer S.S 
Kyle which travelled fortnightly between St. 
John’s Newfoundland to Cartwright and 
points beyond until the end of October.

In addition to the large amounts of supplies 
being conveyed,  ve groups of passengers 
were carried on the Nascopie:

a) RCMP Offi  cers who would be taking up 
duties in the various ports (usually for two 
years) and those who were completing their 
tour of duty;
b) HBC personnel who were either returning 
from travels or those taking up new 

postings;
c) Government scientists undertaking a 
variety of research projects and physicians 
who undertook a population health 
assessment of the Inuit; 
d) Missionaries, either returning or going to 
various communities and fur traders; and
e) General passengers who signed on for the 
experience of travelling to the Arctic. 

Post Offi  ces and Postmarks

The RCMP offi  cers acted as postmasters 
at all of the post offi  ces, except Cartwright 
and Churchill. In 1935 Cartwright was 
part of the colony of Newfoundland. 
The postmaster (thought to be possibly 
John Sheill Blackhall (1891-1963)) was a 
Hudson’s Bay employee. It is not clear what 

Figure 5: Post Offi  ce locations served by the Eastern Arctic Patrol in 1935.
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arrangements were made to permit, if at all, 
MacLean, a Canadian Postal offi  cial, to use 
the Cartwright date canceller. More than 
likely the Cartwright “mail” was handed 
over to the Hudson’s Bay postmaster 
who applied the cancellations to the 
covers. The port of Churchill had its own 
postmaster (Carman Holmes) appointed 
by the Canadian Post Offi  ce. It is assumed 
that Holmes either assisted MacLean or 
undertook the cancelling of all lett ers mailed 
at Churchill. In 1935 Craig Harbour was 
the northern-most post offi  ce in the British 

Empire.

All the steel date cancellers used were either 
single circle or split ring circle cancels (Fig. 
6). The numbers match those seen in Fig. 5. 
Examples of covers showing the two types 
of date cancels are shown in Fig. 7 and 8.  

As part of the planning process, the RCMP 
made a decision to maintain the outpost at 
Port Burwell only for the summer of 1935. 
Thus, the offi  cer was taken back on board on 
the return journey (September 22) and the 
post offi  ce closed. Interestingly the Nascopie 

Figure 6: Steel date cancels showing the common dates of use at post offi  ces visited 
by the Nascopie in 1935. The numbers next to each cancel corresponds to map 
numbers in Figure 4.
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Figure 7: An example of a complete circle cancel (Churchill).

Figure 8: Split ring circle cancel from Chester eld Inlet.
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made a stop at Port Burwell on September 
1st; i.e. three stops were made at Port Burwell 
permitt ing three separate sets of date cancels 
(Fig. 9). Covers from this particular stop are 
extremely rare (One of the authors (KO), 
has only seen a one example in his over 40 
years of collecting). A second decision made 
was that of opening an RCMP outpost, 
and a post offi  ce, at Port Harrison. As this 
information was not conveyed to the general 
public, mail cancelled from this destination 
tends to be restricted to members on board 
the vessel and select individuals who had 
lett ers mailed to them. The Port Harrison 
cancel is unique in that the cancel ink was 
purple (Fig. 10). The ink used for Lake 
Harbour cancels was also diff erent from the 
usual black, being a pale mauve.

An internal Post Offi  ce memorandum (from 
Col. E. J. Underwood, Chief Superintendent, 
Post Offi  ce Services to Harold Edgar 
Atwater, OBE (1881-1959), Superintendent, 
Financial Branch) dated 29 May 1936, 
indicated that over 1,600 registered mail 
items bearing postage between 13c and 
$2.25 were processed during the voyage. 
This included those processed on board the 
vessel and at the various post offi  ces in the 
Eastern Arctic.

Only two of the post offi  ce “ports of call” 
did not provide a registered mail service 
(Table 2). We are not aware of a registration 
handstamp for Cartwright in Labrador. 
Registration cancels related to the Nascopie 
voyages for Port Harrison were  rst noted in 
1936. Fig. 11 is a registered cover cancelled 

Figure 9: Rare Port Burwell cancel dated 1 September addressed to USA (Note 1¢ and 3¢ 
stamps are from ‘Admiral’ issue and 2¢ is from ‘Scroll’ issue).
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Figure 10: Purple ink cancel from Port Harrison. This lett er was probably mailed from 
postmaster MacLean who sent a number of covers to Mr. Winter. Note also the carmine lake 
Nascopie box cancel in the bott om left corner of the envelope. 

with the Nascopie August 8, 1935 cancel.  
On that date the Nascopie was moored at 
Port Harrison. A Churchill transit cancel of 
August 12 is also noted on the front. The 
back cover has a Winnipeg cancellation 
date of August 15 and arrival in Hamilton 
on August 19. This is the only Nascopie 
registration cancel cover we have seen, and 
it is quite possible that this may have been 
the only location where it was used. Table 
2 also lists the highest registration numbers 
from each location we have identi ed to 
date. We have excluded the number from 
Churchill as it is probable that registered 
mail other than that from the Nascopie was 
sent from this post offi  ce.

Although similar in design there were 
some diff erences in the sizes and colour 

of inks used for the diff erent handstamps 
(Table 2). Two diff erent handstamp colours 
were noted for Craig Harbour (Fig. 12a & 
b). The colour of the registration cancel 
applied when the Nascopie visited Lake 
Harbour was purple. This diff ers from black 
coloured registered cancellations used for 
mail sent after the vessel departed.  Pond’s 
Inlet did not have a pre-printed name for 
its handstamp and the name was entered 
manually (Fig. 13). We surmise this was a 
temporary cancel provided for the voyage.

The tour of duty for an RCMP offi  cer in the 
Eastern Arctic was usually two years. The 
Nascopie was responsible for the transport 
of the relieving offi  cers to the various 
outposts. Table 3 details the changes. Part 
of MacLean’s duties were to inspect the 
various post offi  ces, undertake an audit 
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Figure 11: Cover registered aboard the Nascopie at Port Harrison (see text for details).

of the  nances and replenish the stocks of 
postage stamps. Table 3 also lists the sales 
of postage stamps at some of the outposts 
between the 1934 and 1935 voyages. In 
his report to the Post Offi  ce Department, 
MacLean indicated that he had carried a 
stamp credit of $285 and that stamps to a 
total of $162.24 were sold during the voyage. 
He also noted that a sum of $2.40 had been 
transferred from Craig Harbour prior to his 
arrival directly to RCMP Headquarters as 
an explanation for providing only a credit 
of $12.60 to that Post Offi  ce. The $2.40 was 
subsequently claimed from the RCMP.

The Nascopie carried a boxed handstamp for 
cancellation of on-board mail (Proofed on 
June 13, 1935). The Nascopie cancellations 
were usually associated with a port visit, 
but on occasion a cover was cancelled 
between ports, so-called “Non P.O. Point” 

Figures 12a & 12b: Diff erent coloured 
registration handstamps from Craig Harbour
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cancels. For the journey box were carmine 
lake in colour cancels between July 18 and 
September 8, whilst those after September 
13 tended to be blue green (Fig. 10 and 14). 
Undated box cancels, although not common, 
can easily be found (Fig. 15).

Nascopie items of interest 

As would be expected with such a large 
interest by collectors in the Nascopie voyages, 
there are ample examples of unusual or 
interesting items from the voyage. We have 
included many examples placing them into 
four broad groups.

a) Administrative changes
b) Covers of interest
c) Mail transferred to the Nascopie
d) Lett ers

Administrative Changes:

Change from SS Nascopie to RMS Nascopie.

Fig. 16 shows the 1934 Nascopie box cancels. 
Note the wording regarding the ship 
designation. Fig 9 to 11 show examples 
of the 1935 cancel with the change in 
designation.
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Figure 13: Registration handstamp from Pond’s 
Inlet. Note the handwritt en name of the post 
offi  ce.

Figure 14: Blue-Green Nascopie box cancel 
showing a late example cancelled at Port Burwell.

Figure 15: Undated boxed cancel.
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Change in Jurisdiction.

When the post offi  ce at Port Burwell was 
opened in 1933 it was believed to be located 
in the Province of Quebec.  However, the 
original 1912 treaty extending the northern 
boundaries of Quebec excluded the off -shore 
islands in the region. As Port Burwell is 
located on Killinek Island, this is part of the 
NWT. In 1936 its jurisdiction was reassigned 
to the NWT (Fig. 17 a & b) based on aerial 
surveys and mapping work.

Covers of Interest

John Blackhall

Blackhall was born in Leith, Scotland. He 
joined the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1911 
and served in a number of trading posts in 
Northern Quebec and Labrador until 1950. 

Between 1931 and 1937 he was the Post and 
Section Manager at Cartwright. It is not 
clear whether Blackhall himself was a keen 
philatelist but there are a signi cant number 
of covers associated with the Nascopie period 
mailed either to him or to his wife from 
various HBC outposts between 1933 and 
1936 (Fig. 18). Blackhall covers are keenly 
sought after by Nascopie collectors.

Lett ers from Captain Smellie.

Each year, during his tenure as captain of 
the Nascopie, Thomas Smellie would send 
lett ers to his wife and daughter in Winnipeg 
when the vessel arrived at Churchill. Fig. 
19 is typical of the covers addressed to his 
daughter.

Mail to Metabolism Laboratory of McGill 
University at the Montreal General Hospital.

Figure 16: Reddish-violet boxed cancel from 1934 Nascopie voyage.
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Figure 17a & 17b: Port Burwell cancel, Quebec 1935 and Port Burwell cancel, 
North West Territories 1936.

The Department of Public Health in Canada 
decided to undertake a survey of the health 
of the Inuit population in the Eastern Arctic. 
Additionally, a physician was required to 
handle medical issues on board the vessel 
and at the various sett lements. Three 
physicians were eventually hired. Dr. 
Richard, was dropped off  at Port Burwell 
to undertake a survey in the region. Dr. 
Birchard was hired to accompany the vessel 
from Montreal to Churchill. For the return 
trip, Dr. Israel Mordecai Rabinowitch (1890-

1983), Director of the Diabetes Clinic at the 
Montreal General hospital (at the time the 
largest in the world) was hired. During the 
voyage Rabinowitch undertook a number 
of studies which were later published in 
various scienti c journals. Accompanying 
him was one of his chief assistants, Florence 
Smith. The cover (Fig. 20) was most likely 
writt en by Miss Smith to members of the 
Metabolism Department at the Montreal 
General Hospital and posted the day prior 
to the Nascopie’ s departure from Churchill. 
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Figure 18: Cover with 3¢ 1935 ‘Pictorial’ stamp, box cancelled 21 September 1935 and 
mailed to John Blackhall’s wife. This cover was cancelled at sea between Pangnirtung and 
Port Burwell. 

Figure 19: Cover mailed to Yvonne Smellie from Churchill by her father.
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Figure 20: Cover, dated 17 August, mailed by Florence Smith, Senior Laboratory Assistant, 
to staff  members in the Department of Metabolism at the Montreal General Hospital.

Is it a forgery or simply a date error?  

This interesting and controversial cover 
(Fig. 21) was referred to the Royal Philatelic 
Society London (RPSL) for spectroscopic 
analysis. The cover met all the criteria 
of a genuine 1935 Nascopie cover except 
for the fact that the year listed is 1933 
(Certi cate No. 210561). According to the 
Chief Offi  cer’s log, the Nascopie dropped 
anchor at Port Burwell at 5.04 pm on July 
23, 1935. The RPSL’s Expert Committ ee 
analysis indicated that the ink used on the 
cancel was spectroscopically like that found 
on a box cancel from Cartwright dated 
18 July 1935. Although not de nitive, this 
strongly suggests that both cancels had 

used the same ink pad to stamp the date 
thus favouring a date error. Opinion among 
Nascopie experts is divided on the validity of 
the RPSL’s  ndings – some believing it to be 
a forgery, others simply a date error.

Mail transferred to the Nascopie

Mail received from other vessels

During its voyage of the Eastern Arctic, mail 
was received by the Nascopie (remember it 
was a travelling post offi  ce) from passing 
vessels for onward transmission. One of 
these was the Canadian Coast Guard vessel 
(CCGS) the CCGS N. B. MacLean, which was 
undertaking hydrographical surveys in the 
Hudson’s Bay region. On August 26, 1935, 
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Figure 21: Boxed cancel with ‘date 
overprint’ of 1933. A detail of the cancel 
is shown.

both the Nascopie and the N. B. MacLean 
were anchored at Cape Wolstenholme 
(Location “W” in Fig. 22 – See Fig. 5 for full 
map) where an engineer who had boarded 
the Nascopie in Churchill was able to rejoin 
the N. B. McLean. Mail was exchanged. Fig. 
23 was part of this mail exchange and was 
cancelled at Craig Harbour on September 8. 
The addressee, Dr. C. A Bourdon, was the 
Director of  Health  Districts, Department 
of Health  for the City of Montreal. Other 
covers, addressed to him are known. 

Other vessels exchanged mail with the 
Nascopie during the 1935 voyage. Mail is 
known to have come from Fort McKenzie, 
initially via canoe to Fort Chimo and then 

by coastal schooner to Fort Burwell (Fig. 
24); from the RCMPV St. Roch (an RCMP 
schooner and the  rst vessel to complete the 
journey through the North-West Passage 
from West to East) and the MV Severn which 
travelled between various communities in 
the Keewatin District and met the Nascopie 
at Chester eld Inlet.

Lett ers

Lett er from David McKeand

Like other regular members of the Nascopie 
contingent, David McKeand, the leader 
of the Eastern Arctic Patrol, would send 
lett ers to various friends and families. 
He adddressed a note to a Mrs. Louise 
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Figure 22: Detail section map of Eastern Arctic showing 
location of Wolstenholme (W). ‘5’ = Lake Harbour, ‘6’ = 
Port Harrison (See Figure 5 for map of area).

Mallery (1885-1971) in Chestnut Hill, 
Pennsylvania and posted from Craig 
Harbour (Fig. 25).

Conclusion

The 1935 voyage of the Nascopie 
was very successful from both the 
perspective of the Government 
of Canada (use of a Royal Mail 
Ship to deliver mail and bolster its 
sovereignty claims) and philatelists. 
Over the succeeding years the 
amount of mail carried continued to 
grow with the number of mail bags 
transported peaking at 4,000 in 1957. 
The development of air transport 
signaled the beginning of the end 
of this activity and in 1963 the Post 
offi  ce stopped participating in the 

Figure 23: OHMS envelope mailed from a crew member aboard the hydrographic survey 
vessel, the CCGS N. B. MacLean, to Montreal. Mail transferred to the Nascopie 26 
August, cancelled at Craig Harbour 8 September 1935.
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Figure 24: Lett er mailed from Fort Chimo. Carried to Port Burwell by coastal steamer.

annual Eastern Arctic Patrol process.  

One  nal note of interest is that when 
preparing for the 1936 EAP voyage it was 
initially suggested that stamps from the 
1935 Silver Jubilee issue be used for remitt ed 
orders and carried on board the vessel. 
Melville MacLean, however, recommended 
against the idea and it was shelved. Sales 

for the 1936 voyage were actually down 
compared to that of 1935 and some offi  cials 
expressed regret at not including the Silver 
Jubilee stamps.

 Although this article focuses on the 
procedures used for the 1935 voyage of 
the Nascopie, most of these were applied to 
subsequent voyages
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Figure 25: Note writt en by David McKeand and ‘mailed’ 
from Craig Harbour.
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